
A p r i l  16,  1977 

The N a t u r a l  Resources C o m m i t t e e  convened i n  room 4 3 7 ,  on A p r i l  16 ,  
1977, a t  8:30 a . m . ,  w i t h  Chairman Shelden p r e s i d i n g  and a l l  members 
p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  Reps. Huennekens and Q u i l i c i .  

Chairman Shelden s a i d  t h i s  meeting is t o  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s  t h e  energy 
proposa ls .  H e  asked Rep. Bengtson t o  beg in  w i t h  h e r  subcommittee 's  
r e p o r t .  

Rep. Bengtson, chairman of t h e  Conservat ion and P u b l i c  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  
Subcommittee, went th rough  t h e i r  sugges ted  p roposa l s ,  e x h i b i t  1. 

Rep. Harper sa id  he would l i k e  t o  expand on t h e  l a s t  p roposa l  which 
w a s  t o  i n c r e a s e  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  He said a l i s t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
s u b j e c t  a r e a s  should  be  compiled and l e f t  i n  l o c a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  c o u r t  
houses ,  etc. A person  could  t a k e  t h e  l i s t  and check o f f  t h e  a r e a  
he i s  most i n t e r e s t e d  i n  and send it i n  (perhaps  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n  advo- 
c a t e )  w i t h  a s e l f  addressed  stamped envelope.  These names would go 
on a m a i l i n g  l i s t  and then  when a d e c i s i o n  needs  t o  be  made t h e  
people  w i t h  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  would be  s e n t  in format ion  s o  
they  can make a r ea sonab le  d e c i s i o n  and asked t o  send back t h e i r  
e v a l u a t i o n .  I f  t h e  i s s u e  was h o t  t hey  could  r e q u e s t  a seminar  o r  
meeting (which he  cou ld  f o r e s e e  happening on ly  orceevery  two o r  t h r e e  
y e a r s ) .  This  would be  a mechanism t o  g e t  an i n t e r e s t  group t o g e t h e r  
and g e t  i n p u t  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  H e  f e l t  it would n o t  involve  any more 
money t h a n  i s  now be ing  s p e n t  t o  g e t  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  H e  f e l t  
it would r e s u l t  i n  an up-to-date ma i l i ng  l i s t  and h e l p  coun te r  t h e  
f e e l i n g  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  people  f e e l  toward t h e  government. 

Rep. C u r t i s s  exp res sed  a f e a r  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  p a r t i c i -  
p a n t s  would be  people  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o l i f e r a t i n g  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  
programs and s h e  s a i d  w e  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  any more o f  t h a t .  

Chairman Shelden s a i d  he a p p r e c i a t e d  Rep. Harpe r ' s  remarks. The 
committee 's  f e e l i n g  seemed t o  be t h a t  p roposa l  7 adequa te ly  covered 
t h a t  area f o r  now. 

Rep. B u r n e t t  sugges t ed  t h a t  i n  p roposa l  3 t o  d e l e t e  "low income" and 
" through  a major  funding  i n c r e a s e " .  

Rep. Cooney moved t h a t  t h e  p roposa l s  of  t h e  Conservat ion and P u b l i c  
P a r t i c i p a t i o n  Subcommittee be adopted w i t h  t h e  sugges ted  change i n  
number 3 made by Rep. Burne t t .  Rep. Metcalf  seconded t h e  motion and 
t h e  motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  a l l  v o t i n g  yes  e x c e p t  Rep. B u r n e t t  who vo ted  
no. 

Chairman Shelden had t h e  committee t u r n  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  aga in  t o  t h e  
S i t i n g  Subcommittee's p roposa l s  which had been s t a r t e d  on Fr iday .  
These p roposa l s  a r e  e x h i b i t  2 of  t h e  minutes .  

Rep. C u r t i s s  moved t h a t  " d e c i s i o n s  should  be  based p r i m a r i l y  on 
Montana's needs1' be s t r u c k .  Th i s  i s  i n  t h e  second p roposa l .  T h i s  
w a s  wide ly  d i s c u s s e d  by t h e  committee. Rep. Cooney s a i d  t h e  proposa l  
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.- was a compromise between t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  and others. ,  Rep. Hirsch . 
s a i d  they  would be t ak ing  a l o t  of water  p l u s  emissions from t h e  
s tacks .  Rep. Davis f e l t  t h e  more w e  l i m i t  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  t h e  h igher  
our  e l e c t r i c i t y  w i l l  be. Rep. ~ u r t i s s  changed h e r  motion t o  l eave  i n  
"dec i s ions  should be based p r imar i ly  on ~ o n t a n a ' s  needs" t o  d e l e t i n g  
"energy" on t h e  t h i r d  l i n e  of t h e  second proposal.  Rep. Metcalf seconded 
t h a t  proposal .  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously wi th  those  present .  

Chairman Shelden asked t h e  committee t o  cons ider  proposa l  1, which on 
checking t h e  minutes of t h e  previous meeting had n o t  been voted on. 
Rep. C u r t i s s  had a t  t h e  previous meeting made a motion t o  d e l e t e  
" s o c i a l "  and "economic". Rep. Davis f e l t  a l s o  it was important t o  
monitor t h e  environmental  impact bu t  n o t  t h e  s o c i a l  and economic a f t e r  
t h e  p l a n t  i s  b u i l t .  Rep. Metcalf quest ioned if hea l th  shouldnV' t  be 
monitored. Rep. Davis suggested changing t h e  words t o  "hea l th  and 
environmental impacts". Rep. Bengtson f e l t  monitoring of a l l  phases 
was needed--she f e l t  i E  we ignore these  we ignore t h e  poeple of Montana. 
Chairman Shelden s a i d  t o  monitor is t o  ga the r  information and t h e r e  
i n  no implied a u t h o r i t y  t o  s h u t  anyone down. Rep. Bengtson suggested 
d e l e t i n g  "environmental" a l s o  and adding t h a t  t o  M r s .  C u r t i s s '  motion-- 
t h i s  would then leave  t h e  sentence a s  "monitoring impacts".  Rep. 
C u r t i s s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  leave  it wi th  j u s t  s o c i a l  and economic. The 
ques t ion  was c a l l e d  and t h e  motion f a i l e d  with f i v e  vo t ing  yes, and 
s i x  no (Bengtson, Hirsch,  F r a t e s ,  Harper, Shelden, M e t c a l f ) ,  1 abs ta in-  
ing  (Rep. Nathe--he wished only s o c i a l  d e l e t e d ) ,  and f i v e  absent  (Cooney, 
Q u i l i c i ,  Huennekens, Burnet t  and Kess le r ) .  

Rep. Metcalf moved t h a t  proposa l  1 be adopted wi th  j u s t  "department of 
n a t u r a l  resources"  being s t r u c k  and i n s e r t e d  i n  l i e u  "appropr ia t e  s t a t e  
agencies".  This  motion c a r r i e d  with 8 yes,( 7 no (Burnet t ,  Cox, C u r t i s s ,  ' 
Davis, E r n s t ,  Hurwitz, Hirsch) , 2 absent  ( Q u i l i c i  and Huennekens) . 
Rep. C u r t i s s  moved t h a t  proposal  number 3 be adopted. The motion 
c a r r i e d  wi th  Rep. Harper vo t ing  no and Rep. Q u i l i u a n d  Huennekens 
absent .  

On proposa l  4 Rep. Hirsch s a i d  he opposed t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  a s  t h e  depart-  
ment does n o t  have t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t o  do t h e  f o r e c a s t i n g  f o r  energy i n  
Montana. He f e l t  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  should do t h e  f o r e c a s t i n g  wi th  DNR 
doing t h e  reviewing. Rep. C u r t i s s  f e l t  t h i s  could be mandating t h e  
department t o  do something. 

Rep. Nathe moved t o  s t r i k e  proposal  4 .  Rep. Harper f e l t  t h e  l a s t  
sentence of  t h e  proposal  i s  very important--he s a i d  a s i t i n g  inventory 
i s  badly needed. Rep. Nathe quest ioned i f  it i s  r e a l l y  necessary wi th  
t h e  c l ean  a i r  l a w s .  Rep. Hirsch moved a s u b s t i t u t e  motion t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  l i n e  be d e l e t e d  b u t  t h e  l a s t  one l e f t .  He s a i d  it i s  important 
t o  l o c a t e  t h e s e  p l a n t s  where t h e  atmospheric condi t ions  a r e  r i g h t  and 
o f f  s t ream s to rage  can be provided f o r .  Rep. Davis f e l t  w e  would j u s t  
be adding another  job t o  t h e  department. He s a i d  they would have t o  
s tudy t h e  whole s t a t e  of Montana t o  determine t h e  a reas  t h a t  would be 
unsui tab le .  He f e l t  t h e  department should w a i t  u n t i l  a s p o t  i s  requested 
and then  determine i f  it is  unsu i t ab le  o r  not .  Rep. Hirsch s a i d  t h i s  
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would be a  conceptual  thing--standards would be set up which would 
then  be used t o  determine i f  a  s p o t  i s  unsu i t ab le .  H e  expanded h i s  
s u b s t i t u t e  motion t o  s t r i k e  a l l  o f  proposa l  f o u r  and then  i n s e r t  
"Phys ica l  c r i t e r i a  should be e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a 
s i t i n g  inventory  t o  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  major f a c i l i t i e s . "  
A r o l l  ca l l  v o t e  w a s  taken and t h e  motion c a r r i e d  wi th  1 0  y e s ,  4 
no (Nathe, C u r t i s s ,  Burne t t ,  Davis ) .  Absent w e r e  Huennekens, Q u i l i c i  
and Kessler. 

Meeting adjourned a t  10:30 a.m. 

Respec t fu l ly  submit ted,  

eas 




