
I The N a t u r a l  Resources Committee convened on A p r i l  15,  1977, a t  8 
a . m . ,  i n  room 437, w i t h  Chairman Shelden p r e s i d i n g  and a l l  members 
p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  Reps. F r a t e s ,  Huennekens, Q u i l i c i  and Metcalf  who 
w e r e  absen t .  

Chairman Shelden had c a l l e d  t h e  meeting t o  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s  t h e  
energy p roposa l s .  

Rep. H i r sch ,  chairman o f  t h e  P l a n t  S i t i n g  Subcommittee, s a i d  w i th  
t h e  p roposa l s  w e  are t r y i n g  t o  add res s  f u t u r e  needs and p u t  down 
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  H e  s a i d  t h e i r  p roposa l s  have been con- 
densed i n t o  f o u r  p r o v i s i o n s  and he  said.  he  was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  
f a v o r  o f  a l l  o f  them. H e  f e l t  t h e  most impor tan t  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e  was t o  come up w i t h  a p l a n t  s i t i n g  inventory .  

Rep. Bengston asked it a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  shou ld  be  t r e a t e d  l i k e  
u t i l i t i e s  and come under t h i s  a c t .  Rep. Hi rsch  s a i d  they  a r e  excluded 
from t h e  need p r o v i s i o n .  H e  s a i d  i f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s  of  s u f f i c i e n t  
s i z e  as t o  have adverse  environmental ,  s o c i a l  o r  economic impacts  
it shou ld  have t o  comply w i t h  t h e  p l a n t  s i t i n g  review. 

Rep. Davis s a i d  he had j u s t  l e a r n e d  t h a t  one r ea son  t h e  f o l k s  from 
McCone County are unhappy w i t h  t h e  C i r c l e  West p r o j e c t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  
p r o j e c t  would be  l o c a t e d  i n  Brockway schoo l  d i s t r i c t , b u t  most of  
t h e  popu la t ion  impact  would be  i n  C i r c l e  o r  Jordan  and t h e y  would 
g e t  no i n c r e a s e d  t a x  base.  

Chairman Shelden r ead  through t h e  f i r s t  p roposa l .  Rep. C u r t i s s  moved 
t h a t  " s o c i a l "  and "economic" be  d e l e t e d .  She f e l t  t h a t  once a company 
h a s  been approved and b u i l t  t h i s  would j u s t  be  a form o f  harassment.  
She a l s o  moved t o  d e l e t e  "based p r i m a r i l y  on Montana's needs" from 
p roposa l  2 .  

Chairman Shelden s a i d  he  saw moni tor ing as on ly  g a t h e r i n g  in format ion .  
Rep. Nathe s a i d  he d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  see " s o c i a l "  i n  b u t  t h e  "economic" 
impacts  he  s a i d  he  could  see. H e  mentioned t h e  C i r c l e  W e s t  p r o j e c t  
as an example. H e  mentioned t h e y  might have a s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  
a po ta sh  p l a n t  i n  h i s  county. H e  s a i d  he d i d n ' t  want t o  pay i n c r e a s e d  
t a x e s  on k i d s  t h e  company b r i n g s  i n  s o  t hey  can make money--the company 
shou ld  pay i t s  own f r e i g h t .  Rep. Davis ques t ioned  if moni tor ing  of  
t h i s  k i n d  should  be a l l  under t h e  Department of  N a t u r a l  Resources. 
I t  was dec ided  t o  d e l e t e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  depar tment  and i n s e r t  "Appro- 
p r i a t e  s ta te  agenc ie s "  i n s t e a d .  The committee w a s  i n  accord  on t h i s .  

Rep. B u r n e t t  f e l t  t h e  p r i m a r i l y  on number 2 shou ld  be  l e f t  ou t .  Rep. 
Cox s a i d  t h e  jobs  t h a t  cou ld  come from i n c r e a s e d  development could be 
impor tan t .  Chairman Shelden reminded them t h a t  f o r  every  p l a n t  employee 
f i v e  men would be employed i n  t h e  sh ipp ing  o u t  o f  t h e  c o a l .  Rep. Harper 
s a i d  he  i s  f i r m l y  convinced t h a t  t h e  way of  l i f e  i n  Montana hangs upon 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  whether t h e  c o a l  i s  sh ipped  o u t  or  burned here .  H e  
asked i s  Montana t o  become t h e  b o i l e r  room of t h e  n a t i o n ?  H e  s a i d  h i s  ' f o l k s  came from Tennessee and p a r t s  of  t h a t  s t a t e  j u s t  a r e n ' t  anymore. 
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Chairman Shelden s a i d  one of h i s  p e t  peeves i s  a l l  t h e  wasted h e a t  i n  
t h e  tu rb ine .  H e  f e l t  t h i s  would be broad enough t o  cons ider  t h a t .  

Rep. Kess ler  s a i d  he agreed wi th  Rep. Harper. He s a i d  when t h e  coa l  
runs o u t  we w i l l  have some s e r i o u s  problems wi th  a l l  t h e  e x t r a  people. 

Rep. Nathe s a i d  t h e  number of  p l a n t s  w i l l  a l s o  be l i m i t e d  by t h e  
number of l i n e s  they can run out .  He mentioned some farmers i n  Minn. 
were up i n  a r m s  over l i n e s  c ross ing  t h e i r  farms. 

Rep. Hurw,itz s a i d  some of t h e  dec i s ions  can be l e f t  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  
l e v e l .  H e  s a i d  t h e  c o a l  t h i n g  i s  b ig  b u t  he f e l t  we have learned  
something s i n c e  Tennessee. 

Chairman SheLden asked i f  t h e  f i r s t  sentence of  number Z was broad 
enough t o  s u i t  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  committee. 

Due t o  t h e  House going i n t o  s e s s i o n  Chairman Shelden asked f o r  a 
motion t o  adjourn.  The motion was made and t h e  committee adjourned 
a t  9 a .m.  

Respect fu l ly  submit ted,  

e a s  

The P l a n t  S i t i n g  Subcommittee proposals  d iscussed  today i s  e x h i b i t  
1 of t h e  minutes. - 




