
' A p r i l  1 4 ,  1977 

The Na tu ra l  Resources Committee convened on A p r i l  1 4 ,  1977, a t  8 : 35 
a.m., i n  room 437, wi th  Chairman Shelden p res id ing  and a l l  members 
p r e s e n t  except  Reps. Huennekens, Cox and Nathe who were absent .  

Chairman Shelden had c a l l e d  t h e  committee t o g e t h e r  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
energy subcommittees' p roposa ls .  

Rep. Kessler, chairman of  t h e  Ex t rac t ion  and Conversion Subcommittee, 
went through t h e i r  proposa ls ,  a copy of which i s  e x h i b i t  I. 

There w a s  committee d iscuss ion .  Rep. F r a t e s  moved t h a t  number 5 on 
t h e  Conversion s e c t i o n ,  page 3, be changed t o  r ead  "The s t a t e  should 
n o t  provide f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  and should otherwise remain n e u t r a l  i n  
cons t ruc t ion  of  a coa l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  p l a n t  i n  Montana a t  t h i s  t ime." 
This  motion passed unanimously wi th  those  p resen t .  Rep. F r a t e s  moved 
t o  adopt  t h e  subcommittee's r e p o r t  a s  amended. 

Rep. Burnet t  s a i d  he would l i k e  t o  have j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  of  number 
4 on t h e  f i r s t  page. This  has  t o  do with weakening t h e  s t r i p  mining 
law i n  t h e  r evege ta t ion  area. H e  f e l t  companies should n o t  have t o  
rec la im wi th  p r imar i ly  n a t i v e  spec ies .  Rep. Davis a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  
using more in t roduced s p e c i e s  was only good p r a c t i c a l  reclamation a s  
t h e  in t roduced would take' quicker  and produce more. 

Chairman Shelden s a i d  t h a t  r evege ta t ion  should be looked i n t o  i n  t h e  
i n t e r i m  so t h a t  more information would be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  next  
sess ion .  

The ques t ion  was c a l l e d  and t h e  motion t o  adopt t h e  Ex t rac t ion  and 
Conversion Subcommittee's proposals  a s  amended passed wi th  Reps. 
Burnet t  and ~ a v i s  vo t ing  no and t h e  same absent  a s  above. 

Meeting adjourned a t  1 1 ~ 4 5  a.m. 

Respect fu l ly  submit ted,  

e a s  




