
A p r i l  8 ,  1977 

The Na tu ra l  Resources Committee convened i n  room 437, on A p r i l  8 ,  
1977, a t  9:05 a.m. wi th  Chairman Shelden p r e s i d i n g  and a l l  members 
p r e s e n t  ( excep t  Reps. Bengtson and Huennekens, excused;  and Reps. 
Q u i l i c i  and Burne t t ,  a b s e n t ) ,  f o r  a  hea r ing  on t h e  fo l lowing  b i l l :  

SJR 43 SENATOR HAROLD DOVER, Senate  D i s t r i c t  2 4 ,  s a i d  t h i s  reso lu-  
t i o n  addresses  i t s e l f  t o  a  s tudy  of  Montana laws r e l a t i n g  t o  sub- 
d i v i s i o n s .  He s a i d  it i s  t o  c l a r i f y  and update t hose  laws. ~e  s a i d  
a  problem e x i s t s  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  l i m i t e d  amount of  h igh d e n s i t y  
housing a v a i l a b l e  and much i s  needed. He s a i d  t h e  p r i c e  of  t h i s  
housing i s  t o o  high t o  a t t r a c t  people  because of  added c o s t s  from 
subd iv i s ion  requirements .  He s a i d  t h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  urban sprawl- - lo t s  
of good l and  l e a v i n g  produc t ion  a s  people  move o u t  where t h e  c o s t  i s  
l e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  l e s s  h a s s l e ,  they  can have a  ho r se  and l e t  t h e  k i d s  run.  
He s a i d  t h i s  i s  a tremendous problem which adverse ly  a f f e c t s  o u r  r u r a l  
a r ea s .  He s a i d  t h i s  i s  a  much needed s tudy  and he urged concurrence.  

TOM COLLINS, MT Assoc. of R e a l t o r s ,  s a i d  they f e l t  a  s tudy  would g ive  
a  much b e t t e r  view of what i s  going on w i t h  o u r  subd iv i s ion  laws. 

During q u e s t i o n s  Rep. Hurwitz commented t h a t  none of t h e  b i l l s  w i l l  
work u n t i l  everybody g e t s  t h e i r  heads t o g e t h e r  and ag rees .  He f e l t  
t h e  r e a l t o r s  had come a  long way. H e  s a i d  we r e a l l y  do need something. 
Rep. E r n s t  agreed say ing  t h e  r e a l t o r s  and t h e  DCA worked hard  on t h e  
subd iv i s ion  b i l l s  and he thought  they  had come a  long way. He s a i d  
he was p l ea sed  t o  s e e  something come o u t  t h a t  looked f e a s i b l e .  Rep. 
F r a t e s  commented t h e r e  a r e  more people  w i th  money who can buy l a n d  
s o  p r i c e  i s n ' t  a  g r e a t  d e t e r r e n t .  He f e l t  w e  needed t h i s  s tudy  and 
hoped it would be f o r  t h e  common good. Chairman Shelden ques t ioned  
what r e s t r a i n t s  could be p laced  on t h e  s e l l e r - - a s  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  of  oppos i t i on  t o  any such r e s t r i c t i o n s .  He f e l t  perhaps  some 
k ind  of i n c e n t i v e  might work. He f e l t  maybe a  s tudy  l i k e  t h i s  w i l l  
f u r n i s h  a  l i t t l e  more meeting o f  t h e  minds. 

S ince  t h i s  wouldn ' t  be a  s t and ing  committee a s  it would c o n s i s t  of  
members of  bo th  houses t h e  fo l lowing  amendments were suggested:  i n  
t h e  t i t l e ,  l i n e  6 ,  t o  s t r i k e  "THE" and i n s e r t  "AN' and t o  s t r i k e  
"STANDING"; on page 1, l i n e  2 0 ,  fo l lowing "growth" t o  i n s e r t  "wi th  - subsequent  reduction of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and" ;  and on page 2 ,  l i n e  6 ,  
t o  s t r i k e  " t h e "  and i n s e r t  "an" and t o  s t r i k e  " s t and ing" ,  and 
fo l lowing  "committee" t o  i n s e r t  ", c o n s i s t i n g  of equa l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o f  bo th  houses and bo th  p a r t i e s " .  

Rep. Kess l e r  moved SJR 4 3  be concurred i n  a s  amended. Motion passed 
unanimously w i th  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  ( absen t  Q u i l i c i ,  Bengtson, Huennekens, 
B u r n e t t ) .  

Rep. Cox mentioned on June 2 1  t h e  Decker Coal Company would be sponsor ing  
a t o u r  t o  t h e  coa l  f i e l d s .  Those i n t e r e s t e d  a r e  t o  meet a t  t h e  
Northern Hotel .  I n t e r e s t  was aga in  shown i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  t r i p  over  
t h e  Bob Marshal l  Wilderness and t h i s  was going t o  be checked i n t o .  

I Chairman Shelden s a i d  t h e  committee would meet one morning nex t  week 
t o  check over  t h e  energy subcommittees'  p roposa l s .  

Meeting adjourned a t  9:25 a.m. 

Respec t fu l ly  submi t t ed ,  
A 
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