
A p r i l  6 ,  1977 

The N a t u r a l  Resources Committee convened i n  room 437, on A p r i l  6 ,  
1977, a t  8:05 a.m., w i t h  Chairman Shelden p r e s i d i n g  and a l l  members 
p r e s e n t  ( e x c e p t  Reps. H i r s c h  and Huennekens who w e r e  excused)  . 
H J R  97 REP. JACK RAMIREZ, D i s t .  64, s a i d  t h i s  concerns  t h e  d e c i s i o n  

o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  Power Commission which has  l i m i t e d  t h e  number 
of  n a t u r a l  gas  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h a t  can be  made i n  t h e  n e x t  two 

y e a r s .  H e  s a i d  B i l l i n g s  used  t o  ave rage  1126 new c o n n e c t i o n s  and 
f o r  1977 t h e y  are p e r m i t t e d  o n l y  830 and t h o s e  have a l r e a d y  been 
spoken f o r .  H e  gave t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i g u r e s  t o  show o t h e r  c i t i e s  w e r e  
a l s o  b e i n g  squeezed:  Glendive--average 215, f o r  1977,  158;  M i l e s  
Ci ty- -average  168,  f o r  1977, 124;  Wolf Po in t - -average  69,  f o r  1977,  
45. H e  s a i d  t h e s e  a r e  q u i t e  s e v e r e  l i m i t a t i o n s - - s h o u l d  be  imposed 
more g r a d u a l l y .  H e  s a i d  i f  everyone w e r e  t o  s w i t c h  t o  e l e c t r i c a l  
h e a t  t h a t  f a c i l i t y  would n o t  be a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  them. 

REP. HOWARD C. PORTER, D i s t .  65, a  co-sponsor  of  t h e  b i l l ,  s a i d  he 
concurs  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  Rep. Ramirez h a s  s a i d .  

LES LOBLE, Montana-Dakota U t i l i t i e s ,  s a i d  t h e y  n a t u r a l l y  f a v o r  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  r e s i d e n t i a l  cus tomers  u s e  165 MCF a  y e a r  and 
i n d u s t r i e s  . 8  BCF--so t h e  amount of g a s  w e  a r e  concerned w i t h  i s  
s m a l l  i n  comparison. H e  s a i d  t h e y  had asked  f o r  t h i s  s u p p o r t i v e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  r e s p o n s e  h a s  been g r a t i f y i n g .  

ROD WILSON, Chamber o f  Commerce, B i l l i n g s ,  spoke i n  s u p p o r t .  H e  s a i d  
t h e y  have 68,000 p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  v i c i n i t y  and it had been e s t i m a t e d  
t h e y  would r e a c h  95,700 by 1980--and t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a n  i n c r e a s e  t h a t  
w i l l  need t o  b e  s e r v i c e d .  H e  s a i d  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  c a u s e s  d e l a y s  i n  
b u i l d i n g  and t h o s e  d e l a y s  means e x t r a  c o s t  f o r  t h e  homeowners. H e  
s a i d  h e  had t a l k e d  t o  Montana Power and had l e a r n e d  a l l  t h e  prospec-  
t i v e  homeowners canno t  go a l l  e l e c t r i c i t y  because  t h e y  d o n ' t  have 
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  hookups. 

Rep. Ramirez s a i d  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  amendments: page  I ,  l i n e  1 2 ,  
s t r i k e  "800" and i n s e r t  "1220";  page 1, l i n e  1 4 ,  f o l l o w i n g  " c o n n e c t "  
i n s e r t  " i n  Montana" and s t r i k i n g  "1600" i n s e r t  "an  a v e r a g e  o f  1655";  
and on page 1, l i n e  1 5 ,  f o l l o w i n g  "made" i n s e r t  "each  y e a r "  and 
s t r i k i n g  "1976" i n s e r t  "1973 t o  1975";  and on page 2 ,  l i n e  6 ,  f o l l o w i n g  
"withdraw" t o  i n s e r t  " o r  modify".  

Chairman Shelden asked  M r .  Loble  if l i m i t i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e  
would i n s u r e  adequa te  g a s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  cus tomers .  
M r .  Loble  s a i d  t h e r e  would be  u n t i l  1985. H e  s a i d  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  
a c q u i r e  30 BCF each y e a r  a d d i t i o n a l  t h e y  w o n ' t  be  a b l e  t o  make any 
new cus tomer  c o n n e c t i o n s .  Chairman Shelden asked  i f  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  
MDU h a s  l a r g e  a c r e a g e s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  g a s  under  l e a s e  and i f  t h e y  w e r e  
w a i t i n g  f o r  d e r e g u l a t i o n  t o  deve lop  t h i s .  M r .  Loble  s a i d  t h e y  have 
l a r g e  a c r e a g e s a n d  t h a t  MDU e x p l o r e s  a s  much a s  it can w i t h i n  i t s  
budget .  H e  s a i d  MDU w i l l  n o t  b e  t h e  e n t i t y  t h a t  f i n d s  t h e  g a s - - t h a t  
w i l l  be  t h e  s m a l l e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  companies.  H e  s a i d  a s  f a r  a s  p r i c e s  
- - they  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  by t h e  PSC s o  it d o e s n ' t  do them any good t o  w a i t .  
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Rep. Harper  moved t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  Rep. Ramirez ' s  amendments and t h e  
motion c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  ( a b s e n t  H i r s c h ,  
Huennekens, B u r n e t t ) .  Rep. K e s s l e r  moved t h a t  H J R  97 a s  s o  amended 
do p a s s .  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (same a b s e n t ) .  

SENATE B I L L  175 

Rep. Bengtson,  chairman o f  t h e  subcommittee which s t u d i e d  t h e  s o l i d  
w a s t e  b i l l s ,  s a i d  t h e  subcommittee d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  amendments a s  
p roposed  by t h e  Leagues o f  Towns and C o u n t i e s .  She went  th rough  
t h e s e  amendments ( e x h i b i t  1). She s a i d  t h e  c o u n t i e s  want  g r a n t  funds  
i n s t e a d  o f  p l a n n i n g  money. Rep. C u r t i s s  s a i d  s h e  was t h e  m i n o r i t y  
t h a t  f a v o r e d  t h e  amendments i n  t h e  subcommittee and s h e  f e l t  t h e  
amendment would e n a b l e  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  t o  use  t h i s  money f o r  some 
p o s i t i v e  d i s p o s a l  work. Rep. Bengtson moved amendment 1 o f  e x h i b i t  
1 b e  n o t  adop ted .  Rep. C u r t i s s  moved a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion o f  be 
adop ted .  Q u e s t i o n  w a s  c a l l e d  and t h e  motion f a i l e d - - v o t i n g  y e s  w e r e  
Reps. Cox, K e s s l e r ,  Dav i s ,  Hurwi tz ,  C u r t i s s ,  B u r n e t t  ( a b s e n t  w e r e  
Reps. H i r s c h  and Huennekens).  The v o t e  was r e v e r s e d  f o r  t h e  former  
motion o f  do n o t  adop t .  T h i s  motion c a r r i e d .  Rep. Bengtson s a i d  
amendments 2 th rough  4 o f  e x h i b i t  1 w e r e  word changes i f  admendment 
1 was adop ted  so w o u l d n ' t  app ly .  She s a i d  amendment 5 o f  e x h i b i t  1 
was t o  d e l e t e  l i n e s  1-20 on page 1 4 .  Rep. Nathe moved t o  d e l e t e  
l i n e s  7 th rough  11 on page 1 4 .  T h i s  motion l o s t  on a  v o t e  o f  9  no 
and 5 y e s  ( B u r n e t t ,  C u r t i s s ,  E r n s t ,  Hurwi tz ,  Nathe)  , 3 a b s e n t  ( Q u i l i c i ,  
H i r s c h ,  Huennekens ) . 
Rep. Bengtson moved t o  concur  w i t h  SB 175 w i t h  no  amendments. Rep. 
Davis s a i d  he  had a q u e s t i o n  on s e c t i o n  9. Rep. Cox moved t o  d e l e t e  
t h i s  s e c t i o n .  Rep. F r a t e s  a sked  i f  t h i s  would d e s t r o y  t h e  e f f e c t i v e -  
n e s s  o f  t h e  b i l l  by t a k i n g  i n d e b t e d n e s s  o u t .  The motion c a r r i e d  
w i t h  8 y e s  and 5 no (Bengtson,  Cooney, C u r t i s s ,  F r a t e s ,  M e t c a l f ) ,  
4 a b s e n t  ( B u r n e t t ,  H i r s c h ,  Huennekens, Q u i l i c i ) .  

Rep. C u r t i s s  moved a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion o f  Do No Concur A s  Amended. 
- T h i s  motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  8 y e s ,  7 no and 2 a b s e n t .  The 7 no w e r e  

Shed len ,  Harper ,  Cooney, Bengtson,  Kessler, M e t c a l f ,  Q u i l i c i .  Rep. 
Q u i l i c i  had l e f t  h i s  v o t e  w i t h  t h e  chairman.  Absent  w e r e  H i r s c h  and 
Huennekens. 

SENATE BILL 200 

Rep. Bengtson s a i d  t h e  subcommittee recommended t h i s  b i l l  be  
c o n c u r r e d  i n  a s  amended. The subcommi t t ee ' s  s u g g e s t e d  amendments 
a r e  e x h i b i t  2  of t h e  minu tes .  Rep. Cooney, member of t h e  subcommittee,  
s a i d  he d i d  n o t  f a v o r  t h e  6 t h  amendment which changes t h e  c i v i l  p e n a l t y  
back t o  c r imina l - -he  s a i d  t h i s  b a s i c a l l y  g u t s  t h e  enforcement  o f  t h i s  
a c t .  Rep. Harper  moved t h a t  amendments 1 t h r o u g h  5  be  adop ted .  
Motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  Rep. Davis  v o t i n g  no ( a b s e n t  same) .  Rep. C u r t i s s  
moved t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  amendments 6 and 7. She s a i d  i f  w e  change t h e  
p e n a l t y  w e  w i l l  be r e l i n q u i s h i n g  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  f o r  s t a t e  c o n t r o l .  
Motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  8 y e s ,  6 no (Shelden,  Harper ,  Cooney, F r a t e s ,  
Kessler, Metcalf), 3 a b s e n t  ( Q u i l i c i ,  H i r s c h ,  Huennekens).  
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Rep. Harper  moved a s  amended be  concur red  i n .  Rep. C u r t i s s  made a 
s u b s t i t u t e  motion o f  do n o t  concur  a s  amended. She s a i d  t h e  langu- 
age i n  t h e  b i l l  i s  s t r o n g  and w i l l  r e q u i r e  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  o f  
l o c a l  l i c e n s i n g .  Rep. F r a t e s  s a i d  w e  must remember t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  we a r e  p r o t e c t i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  b i l l s .  Q u e s t i o n  was 
c a l l e d  and t h e  motion f a i l e d  w i t h  9 no ,  6 y e s  ( B u r n e t t ,  Cox, C u r t i s s ,  
Dav i s ,  E r n s t ,  H u r w i t z ) ,  2 a b s e n t  ( H i r s c h ,  Huennekens) .  A c t i o n ' w a s  
t h e n  t a k e n  on t h e  motion t o  concur  a s  amended and t h i s  mot ion  c a r r i e d  
w i t h  t h e  v o t e  b e i n g  r e v e r s e d .  

Rep. K e s s l e r  moved t h a t  t h e  committee r e c o n s i d e r  i t s  a c t i o n  on SB 
175. The motion f a i l e d  7 t o  7. The 7 nos were Cox, C u r t i s s ,  Dav i s ,  
E r n s t ,  B u r n e t t ,  Bengtson,  Nathe;  and t h e  3 a b s e n t  were H i r s c h ,  Q u i l i c i ,  
and Huennekens. 

Rep. Hurwitz moved t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  commi t t ee ' s  a c t i o n  on SB 2 0 0 .  
H e  s a i d  e v e r y  community has  a s a n i t a r i a n  and h i s  job  i s  t o  see t h a t  
t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  m e t .  T h i s  motion a l s o  f a i l e d  on a s i m i l a r  7 
t o  7 t i e .  

SENATE BILL 195 

Rep. Harper ,  chairman o f  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  subcommittee,  s a i d  a summary 
s h e e t  on a l l  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  b i l l s  had been p r e p a r e d  and p a s s e d  t o  
t h e  committee (a copy i s  e x h i b i t  3 o f  t h e  m i n u t e s ) .  H e  s a i d  amendments 
b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  b i l l s  w e r e  a g r e e d  on by t h e  Department 
o f  Community A f f a i r s  and t h e  r e a l t o r s .  H e  s a i d  some w e r e  q u i t e  t ech-  
n i c a l  and t h e  subcommittee had t o  r e l y  on t h e  e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e s e  
groups .  H e  s a i d  t h e  amendments t i e  up some of  t h e  l o o p h o l e s .  H e  
s a i d  t h e  subcommittee of f i v e  (Hurwi tz ,  M e t c a l f ,  E r n s t ,  H i r s c h ,  Harper)  
had a g r e e d  unanimously on t h e  amendments f o r  t h e  b i l l s .  

Rep. Harper  moved t h e  amendments f o r  SB 195 ( e x h i b i t  4 o f  t h e  m i n u t e s )  
be  adop ted  and t h e  b i l l  a s  s o  amended be concur red  i n .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  ( a b s e n t  H i r s c h ,  Huennekens, Q u i l i c i ) .  

SENATE BILL 224 

Rep. Harper  s a i d  t h i s  would e n s u r e  l e g i t i m a t e  exemptions a r e  n o t  
t a k e n  away. H e  went th rough  t h e  subcommi t t ee ' s  . sugges ted  amendments 
( e x h i b i t  5 o f  t h e  m i n u t e s ) .  Rep. Harper  moved t h e  b i l l  a s  s o  amended 
be  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Motion p a s s e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (same 
a b s e n t ) .  

SENATE BILL 225 

Rep. Harper  s a i d  t h i s  i n s u r e s  t h a t  l a n d  c a n ' t  be  s o l d  u n t i l  t h e  p re l im-  
i n a r y  p l a t  i s  approved and t h e  s a l e  c a n ' t  be  completed u n t i l  t h e  f i n a l  
p l a t  i s  approved.  H e  s a i d  t h i s  a l l o w s  t h e  d e v e l o p e r  t ime  t o  b e g i n  t o  
s e l l  t h e  l a n d  (any money goes  i n t o  escrow i n  t h e  bank and t h e  bank 
h o l d s  it u n t i l  t h e  p l a t  i s  approved o r  f o r  two y e a r s - - i f  t h e  p l a t  i s  
n o t  approved i n  two y e a r s  themorey goes  back t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e r s .  Rep. 
Harper  moved t h e  subcommi t t ee ' s  amendments, e x h i b i t  6 ,  and t h e  b i l l  
as s o  amended be  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h e  
same a b s e n t .  
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SENATE B I L L  227 

Rep. Harper  moved t h e  subcommi t t ee ' s  amendments be adop ted  and SB 227 
a s  s o  amended be  concur red  i n .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e g a r d e d  
a s  a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  law. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  
t h e  same a b s e n t .  

SENATE BILLS 226 and 310 

Rep. Harper  s a i d  h i s  subcommittee d i d  n o t  come t o  a  d e c i s i o n  on t h e s e  
two b i l l s .  H e  s a i d  S B  226 p e r m i t s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r ev iew o f  
s m a l l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  c o n n e c t i n g  t o  e x i s t i n g  sewers t o  p a s s  from t h e  
s t a t e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  peop le .  With t h e  added r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i l l  come 
a need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  and t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  
depar tment  c o u l d  end  up $65,000 t o  $75,000 s h o r t .  Rep. Harper  s a i d  
t h i s  w i l l  have t o  b e  made up by i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  f e e s  o r  a s k i n g  f o r  
more from t h e  g e n e r a l  fund. Rep. Harper  recommended i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
f e e  t o  $40 a s  he  s a i d  he  c o u l d  n o t  f o r e s e e  t h e  S e n a t e  a g r e e i n g  t o  an 
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  budget .  H e  s a i d  SB 310 i s  t h e  companion b i l l  
t h a t  would i n c r e a s e  t h e  revenue.  

Rep. C u r t i s s  p r e s e n t e d  some amendments t o  SB 310 which had been p re -  
p a r e d  by Rep. Severson ( e x h i b i t  8 ) .  She s a i d  t o  s t r i k e  amendment 
number 5. A f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  s h e  moved t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  amendment 
number 6--which would i n c r e a s e  t h e  f e e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  
from $10 t o  $20. Motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  8 y e s ,  5  no  (Harper ,  Cooney, 
E r n s t ,  F r a t e s ,  M e t c a l f ) ,  4 a b s e n t  (Bengtson,  H i r s c h ,  Huennekens, 
Q u i l i c i ) .  Rep. Harper  s a i d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  amendments t h a t  
it does  n o t  make much s e n s e  t o  amend t h e  b i l l  w i t h o u t  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
p e o p l e  who know. H e  e x p r e s s e d  a wish  t h a t  t h e  amendments had been 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  subcommittee f o r  s t u d y .  Rep. C u r t i s s  a p o l o g i z e d  
s a y i n g  s h e  was unaware t h i s  b i l l  was i n  h i s  subcommittee.  Rep. 
Hurwitz s a i d  he  f e l t  amendment 2 which s t r i k e s  t h e  need o f  m o n i t o r i n g  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d .  Rep. Davis a g r e e d  and moved it n o t  be  
adop ted .  Rep. C u r t i s s  withdrew t h i s  amendment. She moved amendments 
1, 3 and 4 b e  adop ted  and t h i s  motion f a i l e d  w i t h  9 n o ,  5 y e s  ( B u r n e t t ,  
Cox, C u r t i s s ,  Dav i s ,  H u r w i t z ) ,  3 a b s e n t  ( H i r s c h ,  Huennekens, Q u i l i c i ) .  

Rep .  Harper  moved t h e  f e e  be  p l a c e d  a t  $40 i n  SB 310. Motion c a r r i e d  
w i t h  9 y e s ,  5 no (Bengtson,  Cox, E r n s t ,  Hurwi tz ,  N a t h e ) ,  3 a b s e n t  ( s a m e ) .  

Rep. Harper  moved t h e  b i l l  a s  amended be  concur red  i n .  Motion c a r r i e d  
w i t h  LO y e s ,  4 no ( B u r n e t t ,  ~ a v i s ,  Bengtson,  N a t h e ) ,  3  a b s e n t  ( same) .  

Rep. Harper  t h e n  moved t h a t  SB 226 b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  T h i s  motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h e  same a b s e n t .  

SENATE B I L L  302 

Rep. Meloy s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a g e n c i e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  of a n  EIS do n o t  go beyond t h e i r  own s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t o r y  
a u t h o r i t y .  H e  went th rough  h i s  s u g g e s t e d  amendments, a  copy o f  which 
i s  e x h i b i t  9 .  Rep. Harper  moved t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  amendments. 



N a t u r a l  Resources  Minu tes - -Apr i l  6 ,  1977--Page 5 

Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (same a b s e n t ) .  Rep. 
Bengtson moved t h e  b i l l  a s  amended be  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (same a b s e n t ) .  

SENATE B I L L  2 2 6  

Debbie Schmidt  s a i d  t h e r e  was a c o n f l i c t  i n  t h i s  b i l l  w i t h  SB 2 
which would t a k e  o n l y  a s i m p l e  amendment t o  c o r r e c t .  T h i s  i s  t o  
amend page  5 ,  l i n e s  1 and  2 ,  f o l l o w i n g  " s p e c i f i c a t i o n s "  t o  s t r i k e  
"&-the f o r  s u b d i v i s i o n s "  and i n s e r t  " o f  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n " .  Motion 
was made and c a r r i e d  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  done. 

Meet ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:30 a.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

UR H.  SHELDEN, Chairman 

eas 

The S o l i d  Waste Subcommi t t ee ' s  Minu tes  are a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  s e t  
of m i n u t e s .  




