
A p r i l  5, 1977 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS: 

A meet ing of t h e  House P u b l i c  Heal th ,  Welfare and S a f e t y  
Committee was he ld  on Tuesday, A p r i l  5,  1977 i n  Room 431 
of t h e  S t a t e  Cap i to l .  A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion  of Reps. Holmes, Palmer, Colburn, Gunderson and 
Lynch, who w e r e  excused.  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 95, sponsored by Chairman Menahan, 
was heard.  The b a s i c  i d e a  of t h i s  measure i s  t o  c u t  down 
on some expenses.  Ca t  s canne r s  can determine q u i c k l y  what 
i s  wrong w i t h  a person;  t hey  a r e  t h e  l a t e s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  
d i a g n o s t i c  f i e l d .  They a r e  ve ry  expensive.  Montana has  
n o t  g o t t e n  i n t o  t h i s  f i e l d  y e t ,  bu t  w i l l  do s o  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
The government ends  up paying much f o r  t h e s e  s canne r s  th rough  
Medicare and Medicaid payments; i n  t u r n ,  medical  c o s t s  go 
up. A committee w i l l  be appoin ted  t o  s tudy  t h i s  f i e l d  i n  
t h e  i n t e r i m ,  and t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w i l l  d i r e c t  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  
be inc luded  i n  t h e  s tudy .  T h i s  w i l l  h e l p  de te rmine  t h e  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  of some of  t h e s e  new programs and s e r v i c e s .  

J e r r y  L. Tavegia,  Montana Assoc ia t ion  of Count ies ,  then  
spoke, concur r ing  w i t h  Rep. Menahan's s t a t emen t s .  

There were no opponents t o  HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 95. 

Discuss ion  took p l ace .  The amount of  money s p e n t  on funding 
f o r  mental  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  and 
programs was d i scussed .  The House has  app rop r i a t ed  $5 m i l -  
l i o n  f o r  t h e s e  people ,  and now i n  t h e  Sena te  t hey  are a sk ing  
f o r  $ 2  m i l l i o n  more. 

Rep. Feda moved t h a t  H J R  9 5  DO PASS. F u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  
took p l ace .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  of forming r e g i o n s  i n  which 
to  have t h e  c a t  s canne r s  l o c a t e d  was t a l k e d  about .  These 
r e g i o n s  might i n c l u d e  ne ighbor ing  s t a t e s .  Ques t ion  was 
t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  and t h e  motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned.  
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