
March 22, 1977 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS: 

A meeting o f  t h e  House P u b l i c  Hea l th ,  Welfare and S a f e t y  
Committee was he ld  on Tuesday, March 2 2 ,  1977 a t  10:OO a.m. 
i n  Room 431 o f  t h e  S t a t e  Cap i to l .  A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t  
w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  Reps. Palmer, Colburn, Lynch and 
Metca l f ,  who were excused. 

The f i r s t  b i l l  heard  was SENATE BILL 399, sponsored by Sena to r  
Boylan. A 1  Dougherty, Montana C h i r o p r a c t i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a r t e d  o u t  t h e  tes t imony i n  h i s  absence.  Laureen France ,  
a l s o  from t h e  Montana C h i r o p r a c t i c  Assoc i a t i on ,  t h e n  spoke. 
She in t roduced  D r .  Robert  Norrbohrn, P r e s i d e n t  of t h a t  Assoc- 
i a t i o n .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  i n  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l ;  s e e  p repa red  
s t a t emen t .  The F e d e r a l  Department of Hea l th  l i s t s  c h i r o -  
p r a c t i c  as  a  primary h e a l t h  c a r e  p rov ide r .  S t a t e  l a w s  should  
have an upda t ing .  Montana c h i r o p r a c t o r s  make over  600,000 
o f f i c e  and house c a l l s  p e r  year .  S tuden t s  i n  c h i r o p r a c t i c  
a r e  becoming more advanced i n  t h e i r  educa t ion  as t i m e  goes  
on. D r .  S idney A. S a e t r e ,  Board of D i r e c t o r s  of t h e  Montana 
C h i r o p r a c t i c  Assoc i a t i on ,  t h e n  spoke; s e e  prepared  s t a t emen t .  
Roland D. P r a t t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana C h i r o p r a c t i c  Assoc- 
i a t i o n  a l s o  t hen  spoke. T h i s  b i l l  c l a r i f i e s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  
of  c h i r o p r a c t i c .  The c u r r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  was w r i t t e n  i n  1918. 
In su rance  r a t e s  would n o t  become as t ronomica l  f o r  c h i r o -  
p r a c t o r s  w i t h  passage of  t h i s  b i l l ;  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e y  are 
paying about  $400. 

The opponents t o  SENATE BILL 399 t h e n  t e s t i f i e d .  The f i r s t  
t o  speak w a s  M r .  J e r r y  Loendorf, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana 
Medical  Assoc i a t i on .  H e  quoted from t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  c h i r o -  
p r a c t i c .  I t  would no l o n g e r  be  l i m i t e d  t o  j u s t  man ipu la t ion  
of t h e  s p i n a l  column, b u t  would p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  body. 
The new d e f i n i t i o n  seems t o  a l l ow a c h i r o p r a c t o r  t o  do  every-  
t h i n g  b u t  p r e s c r i b e  medica t ion  o r  do  o p e r a t i v e  su rge ry .  The 
c h i r o p r a c t o r s  might t a k e  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  t o o  f a r .  H e  re- 
f e r r e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  t o  a  Consumers Report  e n t i t l e d  "CHIRO-  
PRACTORS: HEALERS OR QUACKS?" C h i r o p r a c t i c  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  
d i s e a s e s  a r e  caused by ne rve  i n t e r f e r e n c e  and t h a t  by a d j u s t -  
ments d i s e a s e s  can be cured.  Doctors  are opposed t o  c h i r o -  
p r a c t i c  because it i s  cons ide red  a  s c i ence .  Educa t iona l  
s t a n d a r d s  are less t h a n  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  These a r e  some of t h e  
r e a s o n s  f o r  the consumer s tudy  being done. X-rays are used 
t o  d i agnose  a d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  does n o t  e x i s t .  " Un- 
s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r a i s a l  of  n o n e x i s t a n t  d i s e a s e s "  t a k e s  p l ace .  
H e  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r s '  purpose f o r  u s i n g  X- 
r a y s  w a s  n o t  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  v a l i d .  One of t h e  recommendations 
from t h e  Consumer Report  i s  t h a t  t h e  Consumers Union b e l i e v e s  
c h i r o p r a c t i c  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  hazard t o  p a t i e n t s .  The p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  would be b e t t e r  s e rved  i f  t h e  government t r i e d  t o  
l i m i t  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .  X-rays and u s e  of  d rugs  shou ld  be 
banned from t r ea tmen t .  C h i r o p r a c t o r s  should be  p r o h i b i t e d  
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from t r e a t i n g  c h i l d r e n .  The Montana Medical A s s o c i a t i o n  
a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e s e  g u i d e l i n e s .  

D r .  John W. McMahan, a l s o  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Medical 
Assoc i a t i on ,  t hen  spoke. H e  d i s a g r e e s  wi th  t h e  b i l l  a l lowing  
c h i r o p r a c t o r s  t o  t a k e  E K G ' s .  H e  addressed  t h e  requirement  
f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  educa t ion ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  someone 
a t t e n d s  a  cou r se  does  n o t  mean anyth ing .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  i s  a v e r y  dangerous  proposa l .  D r .  Ned Schroeder ,  an  
o r t h o p e d i c  surgeon from Helena, spoke. Many people  d o n ' t  
know t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a  c h i r o p r a c t o r  and an o r t h o p e d i s t .  
H e  f e e l s  t h e  b i l l  i s  dangerous because it i s  open-ended. It 
would a l l o w  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  t o  t r e a t  any known d i s e a s e  t h e r e  is .  
H e  d o e s n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  have adequa te  s c i e n t i f i c  
background t o  u s e  a l l  of t h e  equipment t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  t h e y  may use.  H e  t hen  d i sp l ayed  what he c a l l e d  a  t y p i c a l  
c h i r o p r a c t i c  X-ray. T h i s  l a r g e  X-ray r a d i a t e s  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  
i n  t h e  body which a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  r a d i a t i o n .  H e  
ques t ioned  whether t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  had t r u l y  upgraded t h e i r  
educa t ion .  H e  t hen  d i s t r i b u t e d  s e v e r a l  phamplets  found i n  a  
l o c a l  c h i r o p r a c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  which c la imed c h i r o p r a c t i c  cou ld  
c u r e  asthma, s i n u s  problems and o t h e r  a i l m e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
he passed o u t  a  c h a r t  a l s o  found which o u t l i n e d  numerous 
a d d i t i o n a l  a i l m e n t s  and t h e  l o c a t i o n s  a long  t h e  s p i n e  which 
corresponded t o  them. 

Gerald  Neeley, Montana Medical Assoc i a t i on  t h e n  spoke. H e  
submi t ted  a s t a t emen t  made by t h e  AFL-CIO Execut ive  Counci l  
on "Coverage of C h i r o p r a c t i c  S e r v i c e s  i n  Governmental Pro- 
grams" a s  of  May 1976; see copy. A s  a  non-physician,  he made 
a  few o b s e r v a t i o n s  about  t h e  b i l l .  S e c t i o n  1 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  
any recognized  methods as t a u g h t  i n  c h i r o p r a c t i c  c o l l e g e s  
could  be used.  I t  does  n o t  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  
involved  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  equipment be t r a i n e d  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  
however. S e v e r a l  o t h e r  problems w i t h  t h e  b i l l  w e r e  po in t ed  o u t .  

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  t h e n  asked concerning SENATE BILL 399. D r .  
Norrbohm s t a t e d  t h a t  when Medicare o r i g i n a l l y  i nc luded  c h i r o -  
p r a c t i c ,  t h e  American Medical Assoc i a t i on  mandated t h a t  a l l  
p a t i e n t s  must be X-rayed. D r .  S a e t r e  po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  
c h i r o p r a c t i c  o f f i c e s  a r e  examined y e a r l y  by t h e  Department of 
Hea l th  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  X-ray. He a l s o  submi t ted  t h a t  t h e  X- 
r a y  shown by D r .  Schroeder  was n o t  exemplary of  t h e  c h i r o -  
p r a c t o r s '  work. D r .  Norrbohm spoke up f o r  t h e  need f o r  sup- 
p o r t i v e  app l i ances .  Also,  he  " c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  u s e  EKG's"; 
t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  i n t e n t  of  t h e  b i l l .  Rep. Harper asked D r .  
S a e t r e  whether h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  had an o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  on 
t h e  claims p u t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  phamplets submi t ted  t o  t h e  com- 
m i t t e e  e a r l i e r  by D r .  Schroeder.  H e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h e  phamplets were c u r r e n t  examples of what i s  
normal ly  found i n  c h i r o p r a c t o r s '  o f f i c e s .  H e  po in t ed  o u t  
a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a b i l l  b e f o r e  Congress which 
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would h e l p  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  X-ray c o n f l i c t  which a t  p r e s e n t  
r e q u i r e s  X-raying o f  a l l  p a t i e n t s .  

SENATE BILL 4 2 5  w a s  t hen  heard.  Sena to r  Boylan was a l s o  t h e  
sponsor  of  t h i s  b i l l ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  Department of 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  and Occupat ional  Licensing.  M r .  Roland D. P r a t t  
opened t h e  tes t imony on t h e  b i l l .  D r .  W. J. Kaye t e s t i f i e d  
i n  suppor t  of t h i s  b i l l ;  see prepared  o u t l i n e .  T h i s  b i l l  
would p r o h i b i t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  by c i t ies .  Ed Carney, 
Dept. of  P r o f e s s i o n a l  & Occupat ional  L icens ing  then  spoke. 
There i s  a d u p l i c a t i o n  i n  l i c e n s i n g .  E i t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  
l i c e n s i n g  i s  v a l i d  o r  it i s  n o t  v a l i d .  

There w e r e  no opponents t o  SENATE BILL 425.  The hea r ing  
was c l o s e d .  

The meet ing was t h e n  adjourned.  
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man - ~ e 6 .  Wm. "Red" Menahan 
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