
March 22, 1977 

The N a t u r a l  Resources Committee convened i n  room 437 on March 22, 
1977, a t  8:00 a.m. w i t h  Chairman Shelden p r e s i d i n g  and a l l  members 
p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  Rep. Huennekens, who w a s  excused,  f o r  a  hea r ing  on 
t h e  fo l lowing  b i l l :  

SB 2 6 8  A s  Sena to r  C a r r o l l  Graham, Sena te  D i s t .  29, was n o t  
p r e s e n t  a t  8:00 a.m. and a  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  was 
set  up and ready t o  go, Chairman Shelden asked them 

t o  proceed.  

STEVE GASH, Sen io r  L icens ing  Engineer f o r  t h e  Wyoming Mineral  
Corpora t ion ,  and W. A. EISENBARTH, Manager o f  L icens ing  and 
S a f e t y  of t h e  Wyoming Mineral  Corpora t ion ,  p re sen ted  a  s l i d e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  on s o l u t i o n  mining. They s igned  a w i t n e s s  s h e e t  
a s  wishing t h e  b i l l  amehded and t h e  s h e e t  t e l l s  how t h e y  would 
have it amended. T h i s  i s  e x h i b i t  1 and p a r t  of t h e  minutes.  
They handed o u t  a pamphlet on "Uranium So lu t ion  Mining" p u t  
o u t  by t h e i r  c o r p o r a t i o n  and t h i s  i s  e x h i b i t  2 of t h e  minutes.  

RICHARD KLINGER, speaking f o r  Sena tor  Graham due t o  h i s  i l l n e s s ,  
s a i d  he was an a t t o r n e y  from Big Fork. He s a i d  he r e p r e s e n t s  
t h e  Yellowstone-Tongue APO--which i s  one of f o u r  208 agencies--  
l o c a l  government a g e n c i e s  which have r ece ived  f e d e r a l  funding 
because t h e y  a r e  c r i t i c a l  watersheds .  With t h e  funding,  he 
s a i d ,  comes a  d i r e c t i v e  t o  p repa re  a  management p l an  f o r  t h e  
a r e a .  H e  s a i d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of t h e  s t a t e  nea r  Broadus 
t h e r e  i s  concern about  s o l u t i o n  e x t r a c t i o n  of  mining. H e  s a i d  
t h e y  are n o t  opposed t o  s o l u t i o n  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  uranium, b u t  on ly  
s ay ing  t h e  wa te r  q u a l i t y  impacts  from t h i s  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  
s eve re - - tha t  s p e c i f i c  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  gu ide  t h i s  
t ype  of  a c t i v i t y .  H e  in t roduced  t h e  n e x t  speaker .  

MAX BOTZ, Water Q u a l i t y  Bureau of  t h e  Department of Hea l th ,  
s a i d  he was speaking n e i t h e r  a s  a  proponent o r  an opponent. 
H e  s a i d  w e  do not have s p e c i f i c  laws to cover  this a r e a .  H e  
s a i d  t h e  f e d e r a l  underground r e g u l a t i o n s  shou ld  be ready by 
f a l l .  

He s a i d  he has  worked w i t h  uranium mining i n  t h e  development 
and e x p l o r a t i o n  s t a g e s .  H e  s a i d  it i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  pro- 
cedure  a s  it u s e s  common chemicals ,  and s i n c e  t h e  chemicals  
a r e  expens ive ,  it i s  t o  t h e  company's b e n e f i t  t o  r ecove r  them. 
H e  s a i d  we do need t o  be  c a r e f u l  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  underground 
water-- in  e a s t e r n  Montana, t h e r e  i s  no a l t e r n a t i v e  wate r  sou rce .  
He s a i d  we do need r u l e s  t o  r e g u l a t e  and c o n t r o l  whatever pro- 
blems might develop. 

M r .  K l inge r  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  does n o t  p l a c e  a  ban on t h e  a c t i v i t y  
f o r  an unconscionable  l e n g t h  of t i m e .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  
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t h e  r u l e s  t o  speak t o  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  b e  deve loped  w i t h i n  a 
one-year  t 2 m e  p e r i o d .  

Dur ing q u e s t i o n s ,  Rep. Kessler asked i f  Wyoming M i n e r a l  Corpor- 
a t i o n  was l o o k i n g  a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  The answer was no,  
n o t  s o  far - -what  t h e y  had found d o e s n ' t  w a r r a n t  d e v e l o p i n g .  
Rep. Bengtson a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  amount o f  w a t e r  needed--answer 
was 1 t o  2% o f  t h e  t o t a l  t h r o u g h p u t ,  s o  q u i t e  s m a l l .  Rep. Nathe 
a s k e d  a b o u t  k e e p i n g  t h e  s o l u t i o n  from m i g r a t i n g  upward i n  t h e  
s t r a t a .  The answer was t h r o u g h  pump tes t s  and m o n i t o r i n g  w e l l s .  

Chairman She lden  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  committee t o  s t u d y  t h e  
s o l i d  w a s t e  b i l l s :  Reps. Bengtson,  H i r s c h  and C u r t i s s .  Chairman 
She lden  l e f t  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  a  S e n a t e  Committee and Rep. Harper  
became t h e  a c t i n g  chairman.  

Rep. Nathe a s k e d  o f  M r .  Botz i f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  would cover  more 
t h a n  uranium. Answer was t h a t  it would c o v e r  a l l  i n j e c t i o n  
a c t i v i t y  and n o t  b e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  uranium. 

M r .  Botz r e sponded  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  
a r e  i n  d r a f t  form--they a r e  w a i t i n g  t o  see what t h e  f e d e r a l  regu-  
l a t i o n s  w i l l  be  a n d  i f  t h e y  w i l l  be  compat ib le .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  
a  q u e s t i o n ,  L a r r y  L loyd ,  Department o f  H e a l t h ,  s a i d  t h e  y e l l o w  
c a k e  ( p r o d u c t  o f  uranium p r o d u c t i o n )  i s  a n  e n r i c h m e n t  p r o c e s s  s o  
it would b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a s p e c i a l  n u c l e a r  m a t e r i a l  and s o  t h e  
companies p roduc ing  would need  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d .  

Rep. F r a t e s  a s k e d  c o n c e r n i n g  p o l l u t i o n  o f  ground w a t e r .  M r .  Botz 
s a i d  ground w a t e r  moves v e r y  s l o w l y  and s o  i f  something d i d  go 
wrong and  t h e y  found o u t  soon enough, it c o u l d  be  c o n t r o l l e d .  

M r .  Gash ment ioned it would t a k e  a b o u t  a y e a r  t o  f u l f i l l  o t h e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  s o  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  t h e  moratoriuin,  t h e r e  would h e  
a  d e l a y .  H e  s a i d  Montana i s  i-ooked on a s  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
c o n s c i o u s  s t a t e  and  a  b i i l  p u t t i n g  a morator ium on s o l u t i o n  
min ing  migh t  se t  up a p r e c e d e n t  f o r  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  H e  s u g g e s t e d ,  
t o o ,  t h a t  s o m e  development  work c o u l d  h e  done t h a t  migh t  h e l p  
i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

Meeting a d j o u r n e d  a t  9:45 a . m .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

- - - 
ARTHUR SHELDEN, Chairman 




