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provided from an earmarked fund f o r  t he  suppor t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  system. 
Other  p u b l i c  educat ion i n s t i t u t i o n s  under t h e  Board of  Regents a r e  inc luded .  

Sena to r  Matt H i m s l ,  ch i e f  sponsor  o f  SB 130, gave a s h o r t  resume of  t h e  t a x  
t h a t  has  been imposed f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  system suppor t  s i n c e  1920. I n  1948 t h e  
s t a t e  voted t o  t a x  themselves a  6-mil l  levy l i m i t ,  and i n  1958 and 1968 it was 

cont inued.  1978 b r ings  us t o  t h e  anniversary  d a t e  of  f i nanc ing  
SENATE BILL t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  system. This  b i l l  i s  o f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  people  o f  

Montana t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  exp re s s  themselves a s  t o  whether they 
130 want t o  be  taxed f o r  suppor t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  system. This  b i l l  

provides  t h a t  t h e  ques t i on  o f  whether t o  levy 6 mills each y e a r  
from 1979 t o  1983 f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  system s h a l l  be submi t ted  t o  
t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  i n  1978. 

O r i g i n a l l y  t h i s  b i l l  c a l l e d  f o r  10 y e a r s ,  b u t  t he  Seante  Taxation committee 
amended it t o  a  4-year pe r iod .  Sen. H i m s l  has  some r e s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  wisdom 
o f  t h a t ;  and a l s o  i n s t e a d  o f  s t a t i n g  p u b l i c  educa t ion ,  they changed i t  t o  h ighe r  
educa t ion ,  and then r e tu rned  t o  p u b l i c  educa t ion .  A l l  revenue s h a l l  be  used f o r  
t h e  Montana Univers i ty  System and t h e  Board o f  Regents s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Board o f  
Educat ion i n  agreement wi th  t h e  mandate of t h e  s t a t e  Cons t i t u t i on .  

SB 130 j u s t  asks  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be  a  referendum t o  t h e  people  t o  g i v e  them t h e  
oppor tun i ty  o f  dec id ing  how t o  t a x  f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  system. The system w i l l  
b e  funded o u t  o f  t h e  gene ra l  fund and i f  t h e  fund is  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  pay $15 
t o  $18 m i l l i o n ,  you can be  s u r e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  have t o  go t o  a  p rope r ty  
t a x  and t h e  governor can impose a  2-mill  l evy  a l s o .  The ques t ion  i s  whether 
people  w i l l  commit themselves o r  l eave  it up t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  He t h i n k s  i t  
wise  t o  ask t h e  people  t o  vo t e  on t h i s  and t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  how t h e  people  
f e e l  about  funding t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  system. We have a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  suppor t  t h e  system. 

He asked t h e  committee t o  amend 4 yea r s  t o  a  6-year t e r m  a t  l e a s t ,  then i t  
would co inc ide  wi th  t h e  gene ra l  e l e c t i o n .  This  should  be voted on a t  t h e  same 
time a s  t h e  gene ra l  e l e c t i o n  r a t h e r  than i n  t h e  o f f -yea r  e l e c t i o n .  He t h i n k s  
t h e  people  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  express  themselves i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  
university suppor t .  

Jack  Noble, Deputy Commissioner f o r  t h e  Management and F i s c a l  A f f a i r s  o f  t he  
Department of  Education, Helena, has  amendments t o  p u t  t h e  b i l l  on a  6-year 

- term. It would be  vo ted  on aga in  i n  1984. They a r e  t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e  r e f e r -  
endum i n  l i n e  w i th  t h e  gene ra l  e l e c t i o n .  

Louis F o r s e l l ,  Montana Univers i ty  System, Helena, i s  i n  suppor t  o f  both SB 129 
and SB 130. 

Community c o l l e g e s  a r e  n o t  p a r t  of t he  u n i v e r s i t y  system, bu t  a r e  under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Board o f  Regents. A l l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  educa t ion  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  Board o f  Regents a r e  considered p u b l i c  educa t ion .  The L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s o  much t o  an earmarked fund f o r  suppor t  o f  t h e  system. The money 
i s  app rop r i a t ed  and then  the  m i l l  levy is  matched t o  genera te  t h a t  amount. The 
m i l l  l evy  r e q u i r e d  was 5 .8  m i l l s .  
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Pu t t ing  t h i s  t o  a  vote of  the  people i s  j u s t  t o  g e t  the  f e e l  of the  people 
regarding the  f inancing of the  univers i ty  system. However, the  system w i l l  
be funded whether the  people vote f o r  t h i s  m i l l  levy o r  not .  I t  is  a Con- 
s t i t u t i o n a l  obl iga t ion .  

The Legis la ture  appropriates money f o r  each one of the  univers i ty  system u n i t s .  
These appropriat ions a r e  funded from earmarked funds, general  funds from federa l  
and p r i v a t e  funds, s tuden t  f e e  contr ibutions t o  reach the  t o t a l .  After  appro- 
p r i a t i n g  the  s p e c i f i c  funds, the  Legis la ture  w i l l  make up any deficiency from 
the  6-mill levy authorized. 

Meeting adjourned a t  9:30 a.m. 

R ~ P .  HERB H~JENNEKENS, CHAIRMAN, f o r  
REP. E.  N.  DASSINGER, VICE-CHAIRMAN 

ne Laht i ,  Secre tary  
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