
HOUSE BUSINESS AND I N D U S T R Y  COMMITTEE 

March 9, 1977 

The meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o rde r  a t  10:15 a.m. wi th  a l l  members p r e s e n t  
with t h e  except ion of Rep. Bradley, who was excused, and Reps. Fagg 
and Fabrega, who were absent .  

Senate B i l l  No. 73 was d iscussed .  Sen. Regan, sponsor, s t a t e d  t h e  
b i l l  was introduced upon reques t  by t h e  Department of Business Regu- 
l a t i o n .  She gave a b r i e f  explanat ion of t h e  b i l l .  She a l s o  submitted 
an amendment t o  t h e  committee a t  t h e  r eques t  of t h e  Insurance C?ommissioner. 

M r .  Dick Disney s t a t e d  t h e r e  i s  a need t o  cover t h i s  a r e a  and t h e  
te lephone s o l i c i t a t i o n .  M s .  J o  D r i s c o l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  three-day 
cool ing  o f f  pe r iod  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  The Insurance Commissioner does 
n o t  want t o  be t i e d  down t o  a three-day cool ing o f f  per iod.  

Senate  B i l l  No. 36 was dis,cussed. Sen. Devine, sponsor,  gave a b r i e f  
explanat ion  of t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  i f  t h e  customers could come i n t o  
t h e  p l a n t  and we could o f f e r  t h i s  type of th ing  it would be g r e a t .  
He s a i d  t h a t  some people have f e a r s  wi th  t h e  b i l l .  The b i l l  s t a t e s  
t h a t  one may b u i l d  t h e  room, it does n o t  r e q u i r e  it. B y  Federa l  Law, 
one cannot s e l l  any beer  i n  t h i s  room. ' 

M r .  P h i l  S t rope  expressed h i s  support  i n  t h e  b i l l .  

M r .  E l ton  M. Andrew, M r .  A 1  Dougherty, M r .  Ber t  Olson, and M r .  Ca r l  
Rembe expressed t h e i r  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  b i l l  ( t e s t imonies  a t t a c h e d ) .  
M r .  Olson s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Montana Beer Wholesalers have a good th ing  
going f o r  them. The t ave rn  owners a r e  f i n a l l y  beginning t o  speak 
t o  them. This  would r u i n  it a l l .  M r .  Bob Zucconi a l s o  spoke as 
a opponent. 

Sen. Devine s t a t e d  i n  c l o s i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no problem wi th  
these  th ings .  I t  cannot be so ld  t o  t h e  publ ic .  The only people 
involved are those  wi th  a l i censed  account. 

Senate  B i l l  No. 107 was discussed.  Sen. Regan, sponsor,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
i n  t h e  o l d  a c t  a l i c e n s e  was requi red  f o r  l i q u o r  and beer .  The t o t a l  
revenue f o r  t h e  S t a t e  was $1,000. Under t h e  o ld  a c t ,  a f i r s t  c l a s s  
c i t y  could t a x  $500. 

M r .  Tom Hal l  expressed h i s  support  i n  t h e  b i l l  and s a i d  he would answer 
any ques t ions .  

M r .  P h i l  S t rope  and M r .  C u r t i s  Lees expressed t h e i r  oppos i t ion  i n  
t h e  b i l l .  

Sen. Regan, i n  c los ing ,  s a i d  t h a t  it was t r u e  t h a t  t h e  f l o a t e r  l i c e n s e  
was k i l l e d ,  bu t  t h a t  she saw t h e  f l o a t e r  l i c e n s e  was no t  acceptable  
t o  t h e  t ave rn  owners anyway. I n  t e r m s  of t h e  revenue, t h e  i n t e n t i o n  
was t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  revenue which was l o s t  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  due t o  an over- 
s i g h t .  
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Senate  B i l l  No. 223 was discussed.  Sen. ~ e v i n e ,  sponsor,  s a i d  it was 
designed t o  f a c i l i t i e s .  He gave an explanat ion  of t h e  t i t l e  and then 
introduced M r .  Ross Cannon. 

Mr. Ross Cannon expressed h i s  support  i n  t h e  b i l l  ( testimony a t t a c h e d ) .  

M r .  S teve  Gross encouraged t h e  passage of t h i s  b i l l  i n  t h a t  it g i v e s  
t h e  Board of Investments more f l e x i b i l i t y  (testimony a t t a c h e d ) .  

M r .  Bob Pendington and M r .  Harold P i t t s  expressed t h e i r  support .  

M r .  J i m  Howeth and M r .  John Cadby a l s o  expressed t h e i r  support  i n  the  
measure. 

There were no opponents o r  ques t ions .  

The committee then  went i n t o  execut ive  sess ion .  

Rep. E l l i s o n  moved t h a t  Senate  B i l l  No. 218 BE CONCURRED I N .  The motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Chairman Vincent asked t h e  committee t o  d e f e r  cons idera t ion  on Senate 
B i l l  No. 223 and Senate  B i l l  No. 107  u n t i l  a  f u r t h e r  da te .  They a l l  
agreed. 

Rep. E l l i s o n  moved t o  adopt t h e  amendment t o  Senate  B i l l  No. 7 3  (a t tach-  
e d ) .  The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. Rep. Kenny moved t h a t  Senate 
B i l l  No, 73 BE CONCURRED I N  AS AMENDED. The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Rep. Metcalf moved t h a t  Senate B i l l  No. 36 BE NOT CONCURRED I N .  The 
motion c a r r i e d  wi th  a l l  members vot ing  yes,  wi th  t h e  except ion of Reps, 
Vincent, Burnet t ,  and Harrington who voted no. 

The meeting adjourned a t  11:30 a.m. 




