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PUBLIC HEALTI-I, WELFARE AN11 SAFETY COMMITTkiE PROCEEDINGS : 

A m e e t i n g  o f  t.he House P u l ~ l i c  H e a l t h ,  W e l f a r e  a n d  S a f e t y  
C o m m i t t e e  was h e l d  o n  Thursd-.iy, March 3 ,  1977 a t  10:OO 
a.m. i n  Room 431  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  A l l  members w e r e  
p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  Reps.  IIolmes, P a l m e r ,  C o l h u r n  
and Kimblc.  

SENATE BILL 2 2 ,  s p o n s o r e d  by S e n a t o r  W a t t ,  was h e a r d  f i r s t .  
Thi.s  b i l l .  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  r e q u e s t  f rom t h e  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  who wou1.d l i k e  t o  have  a r ep re sen -La -  
t i v e  on  t h e  Board of M o r t j - c i a n s .  M r .  A. G .  Eri.ck:;on, r e p r e -  
s e n t i n g  t h e  NRTk ( r e t i r e d  t e a c h e r s )  and  t h e  AARI? (American 
Assoc .  f o r  R e t i r e d  P e r s o n s )  , spoke .  The m o r t i c i a n s  h a v e  been  
a c c u s e d  o f  d e c e p t i v e  p r a c t . i c e s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  
o f  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  h a s  hcen found i n  Montana,  b u t  t h e  image 
s t i . l .1  c o n t i n u e s  j.n +:.he s t a t e .  A p11bI . i~  member on t h e  Board 
c o u l d  h a l p  improve  t h i s  i-rnage. Thon~ns C .  0'  Connor ,  Chai rman 
o f  t h e  Board o f  M o r t - i c i a n s ,  t h e n  spoke ;  see p r e p a r e d  t e s t i m o n y .  
H e  t o o k  a n e u t r a l  s t a n d  on  t h e  bil.1.. H e  had  b e e n  o p p o s e d  t o  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l ,  b e c a u s e  it s t r i p p e d  t h e  Board  a n d  r e d u c e d  
i t s  effectiveness by 40%.  The a d d i t i o n a l .  p e r s o n  on  t h e  Board 
w i l l  amount t o  a n  added  e x p e n s e ,  b u t  it w i l l  o n l y  b e  a b o u t  
$400 more p e r  y e a r .  S e n a t o r  Watt  t h e n  c l o s e d .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  a t t e n d  a b o u t  two m e e t i n g s  p e r  y e a r .  
Q u e s t i o n s  were  t h e n  a s k e d .  The $400 p e r  y e a r  would come o u t  o f  
t h e  same fund  t h a t  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  Board a t  p r e s e n t .  The 
h e a r i n g  w a s  t h e n  c l o s e d .  

SENATE BILL 157 was h e a r d .  The s p o n s o r  was S e n a t o r  Thomas. 
T h i s  b i l l  c h a n g e s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " p a t i e n t " ,  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
a  p e r s o n  who u s e s  a wheel. c h a i r  h a s  a  normal means o f  ambula- 
t a t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  a p rob lem i n  Grea.?. F a l l s ,  whe re  p a t i e n t s  i n  
t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  p r o c e s s  have  t o  have  a l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n  
t r a n s p o r t  them b a c k  and  f o r t h  f rom t h e r a p y  a n d  e l s e w h e r e .  
T h i s  b i l l  wou1.d a l l o w  o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  t h a n  a m b u l a n c e s  t o  t r a n s -  
p o r t  these pc::rsons. C h a d  Smi th  then s p o k e  on be!.alf of Ren 
B r o d e r i c k ,  o p e r a t o r  o f  a G r e a t  F a l l s  n u r s i n g  home, a n d  a l s o  
on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  i n d u s t r y  i n  gene ra l . .  The van t h a k  
would b e  u s e d  i f  t h i s  b i1 . l  w e r e  e n a c t e d  would b e  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  o n e  app . ea r ing  on  " I r o n s i d e s "  on  t e l e v i s i o n .  Pir. B r o d c r i c k  
w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i . s  s e r v i c e  f o r  $12-$1.5, j -n s t ead  o f  
$30 o r  more,  a s  t h e  ambulance  s e r v i c e s  c h a r g e .  T a x i  c o x p a n i c s  
don ' t 1.il;e t o  p e r f o r m  t h j  s s e r v j - c e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  cons ide l : ab l c  
l i a b i l i t y  i nvo lve i l .  The Dept .  o f  H e a l t h ,  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Com- 
mis s i . on ,  and  t h e  1.1-pt. o f  SRS s u p p o r t  tlzi s b i l l .  a l s o ,  s t a t e d  
Mr. Sm.i.th. B i l l  Iltarc'l, Ch ie f  o f  t. he  Med ica l  A s s i s t n n c e  B u r e a u ,  
D 2 p L .  o f  SKS, t h z n  s p o k e .  H e  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l . ,  
p a r L L c u l a r l y  f ) ccause  i t  f i t s  i n  w i t h  h i s  b u r e a u ' s  c o n c e p t  
t h a t  t h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  i n  n u r s i n g  homes a r e  t h e  
o n e s  t h a t  n e e d  it. They s h o u l . d n l t  bc s t u c k  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  
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homes i f  t h e y  a r e  l . i v i n g  t h e r e .  Nany of t h e s e  p e o p l e  c a n n o t  
a f f o r d  v i s i t s  t o  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  and elsewhere b e c a u s e  of  
t h e  h i g h  c o s t  of  ambulances.  Also ,  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  
ambulance s e r v i c e s  t o  g i v e  much of a  d i s c o u n t .  George i.1. 
Fenner ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  H o s p i t a l  and Medica l  F a c i l i t i e s  S. 

D i v i s i o n ,  Dept. of  H e a l t h ,  t h e n  spoke up i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l .  
Ben B r o d e r i c k ,  Park  P l a c e  Nursing Iiarnc i n  G r e a t  F a l l s ,  t h e n  
spoke.  I!e h a s  had a van  f o r  abou t  two y e a r s  new. H e  c a n  o n l y  
t r a n s p o r t  t h o s e  t h a t  l i v e  a t  t h c  n u r s i n g  horne,because of  
l i a b i l - i t y  and a l s o  b e c a u s e  of  i n s u r a n c e .  T h i s  measure  w i l l  
change t h a t .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  s e t - u p  h a s  worked v:ell i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s .  

There  w e r e  no opponen t s  t o  SENATE BILL 157.  Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  
t h e n  a s k e d ,  About s e v e n  p e r s o n s  can  be  t r a n s p o r t e d  a t  one  
t i m e  i n  t h e  van.  The n u r s i n g  home i t s e l f  would t r a i n  t h e  
d r i v e r s  o f  t h e s e  v a n s ,  and a l s o  t h e y  would have  c h a u f f e r ' s  
l i c e n s e s .  The h e a r i n g  was t h e n  c l o s e d .  

SENATE BILL 113 was t h e n  h e a r d .  S e n a t o r  Dover was t h e  
s p o n s o r ;  see p r e p a r e d  s t a t e m e n t .  Rod Gudgel,  IvlonCana Nurs ing  
Home Assoc . ,  t h e n  spoke up i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

There  w e r e  no opponen t s  t o  SB 113. S e n a t o r  Dover c l o s e d .  

The c ~ r n m i t t e e  t h e n  went i n t o  execuf i.ve s e s s i o n .  

Rep. Feda moved t h a t  SB 113 BE CONCURRED I N ;  Rep. P o r t e r  
seconded t h e  mot ion .  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  Rep. 
B a r r e t t  s h a l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  

Rep. Cox moved t h a t  SENArJ'E BILL 157 BE CONCURRED I N .  D i s -  
c u s s i o n .  Rep. Gould t h e n  seconded h e r  mot ion .  Motion c a r -  
r i e d  unanimously.  Rep. Harper  ag reed  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  b i l l ,  

SENATE BILL 22  - Re;:. Fed? moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  BE CONCURRED 
I N .  D i s c u s s i o n .  R e p .  Ryan seconded t h e  mot ion .  Motion 
carried unanimously.  




