
February  23, 1977 

The N a t u r a l  Resources subcommittee on E x t r a c t i o n  and Convers ion  
m e t  on February  23, 1977 a t  8:05 p.m. i n  room 437. Rep. Metca l f  
a c t e d  a s  chairman i n  t h e  absence  o f  Rep. Kessler., P r e s e n t  a l s o  
w e r e  Reps. E r n s t  and F r a t e s .  

The mee t ing  was c a l l e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  H B s  762 and 7 8 5 - - b i l l s  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  g r a n t i n g  powers t o  t h e  governor  i n  c a s e  o f  an  energy  r e s o u r c e  
emergency. 

John Hollow, L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l  r e s e a r c h e r ,  had r e s e a r c h e d  t h i s  
f o r  t h e  subcommittee.  H e  s a i d  t h e  two s t a g e  concep t  o f  emergency 
was n o t  i n  HB 762 b u t  c o u l d  be  amended i n .  The f i r s t  s t a g e  would 
b e  energy  a l e r t - - a  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  t o  t h r e a t e n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s - - t h e  governor  can o r d e r  r e d u c t i o n  o f  ene rgy  
usage  by s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  and p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s ;  t h e  n e x t  stag.e 
i s  emergency--which would app ly  t o  a l l .  

M r .  Hollow s a i d  i n  HB 762 t h e  emergency power i s  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  
energy  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e ;  under  HB 785 it i s  under  
t h e  Department of  N a t u r a l  Resources .  

Rep. Metca l f  s a i d  i t  seemed t o  be e a s i e r  t o  amend HB 785 i n t o  
HB 762 and have it be  t h e  recommended b i l l .  

Rep. Kessler came and assumed t h e  c h a i r .  

The f e e l i n g  seemed t o  be  t h a t  t h e  power s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  energy  
o f f i c e  s o  t h e  governor  cou1.d r e a c t  more q u i c k l y  i n  a n  emergency. 

M r .  Hollow went t h r o u g h  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  amendments which he had 
worked o u t  w i t h  t h e  s p o n s o r s  and o t h e r  concerned p a r t i e s .  A copy 
o f  t h i s  is  e x h i b i t  1. Rep. F r a t e s  moved t h e s e  amendments be  adopted .  
Motion c a r r i e d .  

M r .  C h i l d r e s s  f e l t  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  s e c t i o n  s h o u l d  be s t r e n g t h e n e d  t o  
p r o t e c t  a l l  d i s t r i b u t o r s .  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t o  do t h i s  by amending 
page 6 ,  l i n e  2 4 ,  f o l l o w i n g  " o r d e r " ,  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  ";" and i n s e r t  a  
!I  . II and t o  s t r i k e  " p r o v i d e d , t h a t "  and c a p i t a l i z e  " o r d e r s " .  Rep. 

E r n s t  moved t h i s  amendment be  adop ted  and motion c a r r i e d .  

- L e s  Loble and Don A l l e n  were s t i l l  concerned a b o u t  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  
coverage .  M r .  Loble  s u g g e s t e d  an amendment which would e n s u r e  
l i a b i l i t y  coverage  t o  a l l  t h a t  would need it. T h i s  was t o  add on 
l i n e  1 5  o f  page 6  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  " S e c t i o n  10.  L i a b i l i t y .  No 
p e r s o n  i s  l i a b l e  f o r  damages t o  p e r s o n s  o r  p r o p e r t y  r e s u l t i n g  from 
a c t i o n  t a k e n  i n  accordance  w i t h  o r d e r s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  i s s u e d  p u r s u a n t  
t o  t h i s  a c t  o r  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  p u r s u a n t  t o  o r d e r s ,  r u l e s ,  a c t i o n s ,  
recommendations, and r e q u e s t s  o f  f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s . "  

Concern was a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  MEAC might  be  d i s c o n t i n u e d  s o  it 
was d e c i d e d  an  amendment s h o u l d  be added on l i n e  1 7  o f  page 2 f o r  

I t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .  The amendment would s a y  f o l l o w i n g  " c o u n c i l "  

", o r  i t s  s u c c e s s o r  i n  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e " .  

Rep. Metca l f  moved t h e  l a s t  two amendments. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimou.c;ly. 
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Rep. Metca l f  moved t h a t  House B i l l  762 a s  amended b e  recommended 
do p a s s .  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. H e  t h e n  moved t h a t  HB 785 
be  t a b l e d  and t h i s  motion a l s o  p a s s e d  unanimously. 

Meeting ad journed  a t  8 : 4 5  p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

J / 

GERALD KESSLER, Chairman 

e a s  




