
February  2 3 ,  1977 

PUBLIC IIEALT'H, WELFARE AND S:\FE1l.'Y COfiIMIrl'TEE PROCEEDINGS : 

A s h o r t  e x e c u t i v e  mee t ing  of  t h e  House P u b l i c  Heal-th,  W e l f a r e  
L and S a f e t y  Committee was h e l d  on Wednesday, F e b r u a r y  23,  1977 

on adjournment  o f  t h e  House i n  Room 431 o f  t h e  S t a t c  C a p i t o l .  
A l l  members w e t e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Chairman 
Rep. Menahan and Reps. Col burn ,  Gaul-d, Harper  and Lynch, who 
were excused.  Vice  Chairman Holines c a l l e d  t h e  mee t ing  t o  
o r d e r .  

The purpose  of  t h e  mee t ing  was t o  r e c o n s i d e r  a c t i o n  on t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s :  

HOUSE BILL 300. Rep. Pal-mer moved t o  r e c o n s i d e r  a c t i o n  on 
t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  DO NOT PASS AS AI4ENDED recommendation of  
February  2 2 ,  1977. Rep. S t c h i e  seconded t h e  mot ion ;  mot ion  
c a r r i e d  w i t h  Rep. Ryan opposed.  Rep. Feda t h e n  moved t h a t  
HB 300 DO PASS AS AMENDED, motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  Rep. Ryan op- 
posed. Rep. S t o b i e  t h e n  moved t o  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
m o t i o : ~  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  amendment proposed by t h e  Board of  
~ a d i o l o g i c  T e c h n o l o g i s t s ,  which amended S e c t i o n  66-3708, R.C.M. 
1947. Motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  Rep. Kenny opposed.  Reps. Kenny 
and Ryan were t h e  o n l y  opponents  t o  tlic b i l l .  i n  t h i s  f i n a l  
amended v e r s i o n .  

HOUSE BILL 387 had previous1.y been v o t e d  on by t h e  commit tee .  
On t h e  mee t ing  of F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1977 t h e  m o t i o n s  o f  DO PASS and 
DO NOT PASS had b o t h  f a i l e d  v i a  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  Rep. Kimble 
a t  t h i s   ti^.;.? moved once  a g a i n  t h a t  HOUSE BILL 387 DO NOT PASS. 
Rep. Ryan made a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion t o  n o t  r e c o n s i d e r  a c t i o n  
on t h e  b i l l . .  The c h a i r  r u l e d  t h a t  Rep. Ryan 's  mot ion  n o t  t o  
r e c o n s i d e r  was i n  o r d e r .  D i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d .  Rep. Feda 
then  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  DO NOT PASS. Motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  
Rep. Cooney opposed.  

HOUSE R I L L  7 5 6  - Rep. I Io l r r i e s  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  commit tee  t h a t  
when t h :  Depi-.. o f  SRS found o u t  how t h e  amendments t o  t1ii.s b i  11 
had beer] r e v i s e d ,  t h e y  informed the. p r o p o n e n t s  t h a t  it would 
be i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  them t o  imp]-ement t h e  b i l l .  (1) Medical  
a s s i s t a n c e  payments cone  o u t  of Bal . t imore,  n o t  t h i s  s t a t e .  
( 2 )  The Dept.  of SRS ciinnot hand1.e 6 %  i n t e r e s t  on a l l  t h e  ] . a t e  
checks  t h a t  go  t o  a l l  t h e  h o s p i - t a l s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  from Medicaid 
and Medicare  i n  Washington- The Dept .  of  SRS w i s h e s  t o  re- 
nlove t h e  amendments which t h e  committee accept -ed  and t o  
i n s e r t  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  t h e  amendments which R e p .  Holmes d i s -  
t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  committee a t  t h i s  t i m e .  These  amendments would 
l . i m i t  t h e  b i l l  s o  t h a t  it removes t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  and p a t i e n t s  
i n  f o s t e r ,  g r o u p  and n u r s i n g  homes, and d o e s  n o t  t r y  t o  i n -  
c l u d e  medics 1. o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  provi -der  payments ,  b u t  j u s t  t h e  
p a ~ , e n t s  t o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s .  They can  do t h i s ,  b u t  a r e  opposcd 
t o  t h e  b i l l  i f  t h e  o r i g i n a l l - y  a c c e p t e d  amendments remain  i n  i t .  



The sponsor  i s  in favor of t h e  o r i g i n a l  alnenilments, b u t  f e e l s  
t h a t  t h i s  a l t e r l l a t i v e  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  n o t h i n g .  D i s c u s s i o n  f o l -  
ivwec j .  2ep. Porter wazted s o x e t h i n g  i n  t h e  h i l l .  t o  protect  
t h e  h o s p i t a l s  and n u r s i n g  homes. Thc  f c c l i n g  e x p r e s s e d  by 
some o f  t h e  commit tee  member!, was t h n t  t h e  Dept. of SRS was *r 

p l a y j n g  games w i t h  t h e  cornmittef>. Rep. Palmc:r a g r e e d  w i t h  Rep. 
P o r t e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  i n  th€?  subconunit tce on t h e  
Problems of t h e  E l d e r l y  i t  had been found that t h e r e  i s  a 
d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  t i m e  and t h a t  t h e  Dept.  o f  SRS i s  a t  f a u l t .  
Rep. S t o b i e  moved and Rep. Feda seconded t h a t  a c t i o n  on HJ3 756  
be n o t  reconsidered. Motion c a r r i e d .  

The meeti-ny was a d j o u r n e d .  

- 
Vice  ~ h a i r m d h  - t:ep. Po1l.y Holmes u 

S e c r e t a r y  




