
HOUSE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

February 23, 1977 

The meeting was c a l l e d  t o  order  a t  10:15 a.m. wi th  a l l  members p resen t .  

House B i l l  No, 530 was d iscussed .  Rep, Menahan, sponsor ,  was ynable  
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  hearing. Testimony was taken, however, i n  sGite of h i s  
absence. 

Sen. Stevens s t a t e d  he has been a broadcaster  f o r  2 9  y e a r s ,  and with 
c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  f o r  23  years .  He s a i d  t h a t  c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  
a l r eady  regula ted .  Whenever t h e  cab le  t e l e v i s i o n  indus t ry  wishes t o  
change something they must r ece ive  approval from t h e  Federa l  Communi- 
ca t ions .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  has only been a $2 i n c r e a s e  p e r  month i n  23 
yea r s .  Cable t e l e v i s i o n  i s  n o t  a publ ic  u t i l i t y ,  nor a monopoly, 
nor  can it be considered a necess i ty .  Most of t h e  complaints a r e  due 
t o  f a u l t y  sets. 

M r .  Mac Clark,  M r .  Ray Rohr, and M r .  Ian E l l i o t  t e s t i f i e d  a s  opponents 
of t h e  b i l l ,  a l s o  ( t e s t imonies  a t t a c h e d ) .  

M r .  Rohr s t a t e d  t h a t  K a l i s p e l l  was t h e  f i r s t  c i t y  with cab le  t e l e v i s i o n .  
The school  system i n  genera l  has used cable  t e l e v i s i o n  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  
school c l a s s e s .  The c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  provides an e x c e l l e n t  v e h i c l e  
f o r  t h e  school system. The* same opportuni ty i s  o f f e r e d  t o  p o l i t i c s l  
candida tes  f r e e  of charge.  The monthly s e r v i c e  r a t e  of $3.53 i n  1953  
wi th  only an i n c r e a s e  of 4 . 2 %  pe r  year.  

M r .  E l l i o t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he organized a r d b u i l t  t h e  cab le  system i n  Miles 
City.  Many people who come t o  Montana f i n d  t h a t  Montana o f f e r s  a much 
b e t t e r  cab le  system s e r v i c e  than  i n  t h e  l a r g e  c i t i e s  such a s  Denver 
and S a l t  Lake. The c a b l e  system has grown s o  t h a t  i t  g ives  people 
what they  want. He urged t h e  committee t h a t  c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  be n o t  
r egu la ted  a s  it w i l l  on ly  slow Montana down. 

M r .  Rohr s a i d  t h a t  c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  i s  a t  a minimum. It only c o s t s  
25 c e n t s  pe r  day and 1.6 c e n t s  pe r  hour. 

House B i l l  No, 380 was a l s o  sponsored by Rep. Menahan. There were no 
proponents o r  opponents. 

House B i l l  No. 784 w a s  discussed.  Rep. Brand, sponsor,  submitted amend- 
ments t o  t h e  committee. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  reason f o r  House B i l l  No. 784 
i s  t o  provide t h e  consumers of motor v e h i c l e  r e p a i r s  p r o t e c t i o n  (amend- 
ments and testimony a t t ached)  . 
M r .  Mark Akin, proponent, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would be welcome r e l i e f  
t o  consumers (testimony a t t a c h e d ) .  

M r .  B i l l  Romine, M r .  J e r r y  Raunig, M r .  Larry Huss, and M r .  Don Allen 
expressed t h e i r  oppos i t ion  i n  t h e  b i l l  ( t e s t imonies  a t t a c h e d ) .  
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M r .  Raunig s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  is  not  necessary i n  c o r r e c t i n g  t h i s  
type of s i t u a t i o n .  Sec t ion  2-430 a l ready covers  t h i s  problem. He 
s a i d  t h a t  one of t h e  amendments submitted would take  c a r e  of one of 
h i s  f e a r s  wi th  t h e  b i l l .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were laws which covered 
every p a r t  of t h e  b i l l .  

M r .  Huss s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Department of Business Regulation has a l r eady  
promulgated r u l e s  t o  cover t h i s  type of b i l l .  There i s  a b s o l u t e l y  
no need f o r  t h i s  p iece  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  

M r .  A l l e n  concurred i n  t h e  previous opponents testimony. 

Rep. Brand asked M r .  John Eerbansky t o  c l o s e .  M r .  Berbansky s t a t e d  I 

t h a t  t h e  Moss-Magnuson A c t  concerns war ran t i e s  given a long with t h e  
s a l e  of a  s a l e  product .  Those war ran t i e s  must spec i fy  i f  they a r e  a 
f u l l  warranty o r  a  l i m i t e d  warranty. I t  has nothing t o  do wi th  a  one- 
t ime r e p a i r  of an automobile. I t  does not  c o n f l i c t  wi th  t h e  S t a t e  Paw. 

House J o i n t  Resul t ion  No. 77  was discussed.  Rep. Brand, sponsor,  
gave an explanat ion  of t h e  b i l l  and s t a t e d  t h a t  the  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  
se l f -explanatory .  

M r .  Ken Clark,  proponent, s t a t e d  t h a t  the  r u l e s  were p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  
a f t e r  t h e  1959 law. A f t e r  having 5 d i f f e r e n t  hear ings ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
people f i n d  themselves wasting t h e i r  time. I t  has t o  be pu t  i n t o  
law. 

M r .  Gorham Swanberg introduced M r .  Cordel le  Johnson (testimony a t t a c h e d ) .  
M r .  Swanberg s t a t e d  t h a t  he does not  accept  s e c t i o n s  10 and 11 of t h e  
r u l e s .  This  r e s o l u t i o n  o rde r s  the  PSC t o  adopt one s i d e  of t h e  va r ious  
dec i s ions  t h a t  have come down and t h e  o the r  s i d e  of t h e  rule-making 
a u t h o r i t y .  He s a i d  t h a t  i f  you requ i re  t h a t  t h e s e  1 2  paragraphs be 
adopted then you should adopt them i n  whole. 

Rep. Brand s t a t e d  i n  c l o s i n g  t h a t  t h i s  measure should have been done 
i n  t h e  1971  Session. There i s  nothing on t h e  books now promulgated by 
t h e  PSC. They should have t h i s  r e l i e f .  He s a i d  he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
helping t h e  people wi th  problems i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

House B i l l  No. 806 was d iscussed .  Rep. Dassinger,  sponsor,  gave an 
explanat ion  of t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  was a need f o r  House B i l l  No. 
806 t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  suggested.  

M r .  Ken Clark,  proponent, s a i d  t h a t  s i n c e  1959, t h e  r u l e s  of t h e  
Commission f i n d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  t imes t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  t o i l e t s ,  
e t c .  are deplorable .  They cannot manage t o  g e t  it f i x e d .  H e  s a i d  
t h a t  no mat ter  how they go about it they have no r e l i e f .  

M r .  Cordel le  Johnson, M r .  Gorham Swanberg, and M r .  B i l l  Sternhagen 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  opponents ( tes t imonies  a t t a c h e d ) .  M r .  Swanberg brought 
o u t  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  b i l l  which would h u r t  t h e  Montana Rai l road  Associat ion.  
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Rep. Dassinger ,  i n  c l o s i n g ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  minimum is  t o o  high.  It  
should be  decreased  t o  $250 .  H e  in t roduced  M r .  Roger Tippy t o  e x p l a i n  
t h e  s t a t e m e n t  " a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  law." 

* C 

M r .  Tippy s t a t e d  t h a t  you would r e c e i v e  an i n j u n c t i o n  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 ) .  
I t  would a l l ow t h e  judge t o  impose a f i n e  of $1,000. H e  c a n f f i n e  
f o r  contemption of c o u r t  and can e n f o r c e  s t i f f e r  p e n a l t i e s .  S e c t i o n  1 ' 
prov ides  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  procedure  of f i n e .  

House B i l l  N o ,  688 w a s  d i s cus sed .  Rep. F r a t e s ,  sponsor ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h i s  b i l l  i s  mainly  a h ~ u s e k e c p i n g  b i l l -  The t i t l e  i s  mainly  t h e  
e n t i r e  a c t .  H e  gave a b r i e f  exp lana t ion  of  t h e  bill. T h i s  b i l l  i s  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  bus ines s  man. 

There w e r e  no proponents .  

M r .  J o e  Ham, opponent,  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h i s  b i l l  t h e  person  is be ing  
accused of committ ing a crime be fo re  i.t happens. 

The hea r ing  on House B i l l  No. 380 was reopened.  M r .  C l i f f  C h r i s t i a n ,  
proponent,  s t a t e d  t h a t  r e n t a l  u n i t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  A person  can s imply 
check t h e  newspapers f o r  t h e  r e n t a l  u n i t s ,  d e c o r a t e  t h e  a d r  and then  
people  would c a l l  him. H e  would t e l l  them t o  come t o  h i s  o f f i c e  and 
submit  $10. The man would then l eave  t h e  town, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  consumer 
had l o s t  $10. Something has  t o  be done t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  t ype  of  t h i n g  
from happening, 

The committee t h e n  went i n t o  execu t ive  s e s s i o n .  

Rep. Tower moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 597 DO PASS. Rep. E l l i s o n  moved 
t o  make an amendment.' Tha t  motion f a i l e d  unanimously. Rep. Metcalf  
made a s u b s t i t u t e  motion t h a t  House B i l l  No. 597 DO NOT PASS. A l l  
members p r e s e n t  vo t ed  yes ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of Reps. Kenny, Fabrega,  
Tower, Nathe and Vincent  ( 5  members) vo t ed  no. The motion c a r r i e d .  

Rep. Fagg moved t o  amend House B i l l  No. 610. The motion c a r r i e d  unani-  
mously. Rep. Fagg thmmoved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 610 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
The motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  a l l  members p r e s e n t  v o t i n g  y e s ,  w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion  of Reps. Nathe, Burne t t ,  Aageson, E l l i s o n  and S c u l l y  who 
vo ted  no. 

Rep. Fagg moved t o  amend House B i l l  No. 667. The amendments w e r e  
adopted w i t h  a l l  members v o t i n g  yes ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  Rep. S c u l l y .  
Rep. Fagg then  moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 667  DO PASS AS AMENDED. The 
motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  a l l  members v o t i n g  y e s ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  
Reps. T r o p i l a ,  Aageson, Kenny, E l l i s o n  and Tower who vo ted  no. 

Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t o  amend House B i l l  No. 747. The amendments w e r e  
adopted unanimously. Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 747 DO PASS 
AS AMENDED. The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 
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Rep. Vincent moved t o  amend House B i l l  No. 750. The amendments were 
adopted unanimously. Rep. Tower moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 750 DO NOT 
PASS AS AMENDED. The motion c a r r i e d  wi th  a l l  members vo t ing  y e s ,  wi th  
t h e  except ion of Reps. Vincent, Harper, Metcalf ,  Harr ington,  and Burn- 
e t t  who voted  no. . . 
Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 380 DO NOT PASS.   he h o t i o n  
c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Rep. Fagg moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 530 DO PASS. The motion c a r r i e d  
a t i e  v o t e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  b i l l  was s e n t  t o  t h e  f l o o r  WITHOUT RECOMMENDA- 
TION.  A l l  members p resen t  voted yes wi th  t h e  except ion  of Reps. 
E l l i s o n ,  Fabrega, Harrington, Kenny, Nathe and Q u i l i c i  who voted no. 

Rep. Trop i l a  moved t h e  amendments t o  House B i l l  No. 688. The amendments 
were adopted wi th  a l l  members vot ing y e s ,  w i th  t h e  except ion of  Rep. 
Vincent who voted no. Rep. Fabrega moved t h a t  House B i l l  N o .  688 DO 
PASS AS AMENDED. A 1 1  members p resen t  voted yes ,  with t h e  except ion 
of Reps. Aageson, Kenny, E l l i s o n  and Tower who voted no. 

Rep. Trop i l a  moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 784  DO NOT PASS. A l l  members 
p resen t  voted yes ,  w i t h  t h e  exception of Rep. Vincent who voted no. 
The motion c a r r i e d .  

Rep. Trop i l a  moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 806 DO NOT PASS. The motion 
c a r r i e d  wi th  a l l  members p resen t  vot ing yes ,  w i t h  t h e  except ion of 
Reps- Scu l ly  and Vincent who voted no. 

Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t h a t  House J o i n t  Resolution No. 77 DO NOT PASS. 
The motion c a r r i e d  with a l l  members p r e s e n t  v o t i n g  yes,  wi th  t h e  
except ion of Reps. Metcalf ,  Vincent, Harper and Harrington who 
voted no. 

The meeting adjourned a t  12:30 p.m. 




