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The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  10:15 a . m . ,  w i t h  a l l  members 
p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  Rep. Kenner ly ,  who was a b s e n t .  

House B i l l  768 was d i s c u s s e d  f i r s t .  Rep. Kimble, c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  
r e a d  t h e  a t t a c h e d  s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l .  P r o p o n e n t s  
were Merle Lucas,  Gera ld  Gray, Harold Gray. Maurice Hickey 
r a i s e d  some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  p a r t s  of  t h e  b i l l .  T h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  
i s  a t t a c h e d ,  

H J R  30 w a s  d i s c u s s e d  n e x t .  Rep. Brad ley ,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  
t h e  b i l l -  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a rc  n s i g n i f i c a n t  number of  
c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  Engj i s h  a s  t h e i r  f i r s t  l anguage ,  vr11ich c a u s e s  
s e r i o u s  handicaps f o r  them. I t  d i r e c t s  OSPI t o  u n d e r t a k e  a  
needs  a s s e s s m e n t  on t h i s  and t h e n  compi le  a plan t o  remedy it. 
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  do t h i s  by t h e  Lowe v s .  N i c h o l s  
Supreme C o u r t  C a s e  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  where many st\ideni:s 
a l l e g e d  t h e y  w e r e  d e n i e d  e d u c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  know t h e  
l anguage .  The c o u r t  s a i d  e q u a l  a c c e s s  w a s  n o t  enough t o  g u a r a n t e e  
e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n .  P r o p o n e n t s  w e r e  S t e v e  C h e r i c k ,  B i l l  S t o p s ,  
B i l l  Y e l l o w t a i l .  T h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

House B i l l  707 was d i s c u s s e d  n e x t .  Rep. S i v e r t s o n ,  c h i e f  
s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h e  I n d i a n  Teacher  T r a i n i n g  Program s t a r t e d  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  ago.  I n  1975  t h e  f e d e r a l  government s t o p p e d  f u n d i n g  and 
t h e  s t a t e  c o n t i n u e d  f u n d i n g  t h e  program. An e x t e n s i o n  i s  needed 
t o  a l l o w  more p e o p l e  t o  g e t  t r a i n i n g  under  t h e  program. The 
c o s t  of t h e  b i l l  i s  $1.8 mi l l - ion  and w i l l  i n c l u d e  a l l  7 r e s e r v a -  
t i o n s  and t h e  L a n d l e s s  I n d i a n s  i n  G r e a t  F a l l s .  P r o p o n e n t s  w e r e :  
D a r r y l  Gray, Merle Lucas ,  Ben Lumberhan, M r s .  J enny  P a r k e r ,  
I v a n  S m a l l ,  Glenda Morr i son ,  L o u i s e  Strump, Ken N e o r r ,  Greg 
Durnontier, C e c e l i a  Corcoran ,  Laura  Demoray. D r .  I r v i n g  Daton 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  a n  opponent .  T h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  i s  a t t a c h e d .  M r .  Gray 
s a i d  t h a t  h e  was t o l d  by G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  and t h e r e  was $1 .5  
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  money i n  t h e  Board o f  Regents  budge t  and K e i t h  
Colbo s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  s p e c i f i c  a b o u t  it b e i n g  f o r  I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n .  
S h e r r i  M a t t e u c c i  s a i d  new p e o p l e  c o u l d  be e n r o l - l e d  a s  s e n i o r s  
g r a d u a t e d  and t h a t  i s  why t h e r e  a r e  freshmen i n  t h e  program now. 

House B i l l  378 w a s  d i s c u s s e d  n e x t .  Rep. P o r t e r ,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  
s a i d  t h e  b i l l  r a i s e s  t h e  b u s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  re imbursement  
s c h e d u l e s .  S t e v e  Colburg  from OSPI s a i d  it r a i s e s  r a te  from 35b 
t o  526 p e r  m i l e  and l a r g e r  s i z e s  of  b u s e s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  26 more. 
I t  s t i l l  does  n o t  come c l o s e  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t  of  r u n n i n g  t h e  
b u s s e s .  Maurice Hickey s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l .  M r .  Co lburg  s a i d ,  
i n  answer t o  a  q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  s a y s  $2.46 m i l l i o n  
p e r  y e a r ,  b u t  h i s  f i g u r e s  a r e  $1,414,691 p e r  y e a r .  

R a e  Haas d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p roposed  b i l l  f o r  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  c o n s i d e r .  The c h a i r p e r s o n  s a i d  t h e  p r i m a r y  i n t e n t  is  
t o  b r i n g  Montana l a w  i n t o  compl iance  w i t h  P.L. 94-142. The 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  f u n d i n g  i s  a l s o  c l a r i f i e d .  
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The bill also defines the role of regional services - it has been 
restricted to services and phased out by 1980. 

Rep. Barrett moved that the committee submit the attached draft 
as a committee bill. The motion passed unanimously (Reps. 
Kennerly, Hand and Gunderson excused). 

Chairperson also said she wants to submit a committee resolution 
on a study of the feasibility of establishing intermediate 
school districts which are cooperative efforts by several districts 
to combine administrative services. She asked for committee 
agreement. Rep, Estenson moved to adopt the attached rough 
draft as a committee resolution. The motion passed unanjmously 
(Reps, Kennerly, Hand and Gunderson excused). 

There being no further business, the meeting ajdourned at 12:45 p.m. 

ANN MARY DUSSAULT, Chairperson 




