
February  1 4 ,  1977 

The N a t u r a l  Resources subcommittee on C o n s e r v a t i o n  and P u b l i c  P a r t i c i -  
p a t i o n  convened i n  room 225 a t  7 : 4 5  p.m., February  1 4 ,  1977 w i t h  
Chairman Bengtson p r e s i d i n g  and Reps. Nathe ,  Davis  and C u r t i s s  p r e s e n t .  
P r e s e n t  a l s o  were Karen Hedblom and Randy Bowsher from t h e  SRS; 
J e f f  Rupp, Community A f f a i r s ;  Sonny Hanson, R e g i s t e r e d  Land Surveyors ;  
Dar lene  Grove, League o f  Women Voters.;  P a t  Binns.  

Chairman Bengtson b r o u g h t  up HB 701 which had been h e a r d  i n  committee 
t h a t  morning w i t h  no  opponents  a p p e a r i n g .  However, t h e r e  were p e o p l e  
from SRS t o  p r e s e n t  opposing t e s t imony  t h i s  evening.  

Karen Hedblom, SRS, s a i d  t h e  SRS opposes s e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  b i l l  which 
c a l l s  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  T i t l e  XX funds  and a p p r o p r i a t i n g  them t o  t h e  
Dept. o f  Community A f f a i r s  t o  use  i n  t h e  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  program. 
She s a i d  o f  t h e  8 . 7  m i l l i o n  t h e y  g e t  i n  T i t l e  XX funds  $523,000 goes  
i n t o  t h e  a g e i n g  service- -$200,000 f o r  meals  on whee l s ;  $50,000 f o r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  $48,000 f o r  homemaking s e r v i c e s ;  and $223,000 f o r  
w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  and r e p a i r .  She s a i d  t a k i n g  t h e i r  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  funds  
would f ragment  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  a s  t h e y  now have  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  s w i t c h i n g  
funds  from one program t o  a n o t h e r  a s  needed. She s a i d  i n  t h e i r  weather-  
i z a t i o n  program t h e  money goes  th rough  t h e  a r e a  agency and t h e y  c o n t r a c t  
f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s  and a t  t i m e s  t h i s  has  meant c o n t r a c t i n g  
w i t h  l o c a l  teams of  t h e  D .  o f  C. A .  She s a i d  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  
c o n t r a c t  t h e y  a r e n ' t  a lways happy. She s a i d  t o  be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  
w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  a  p e r s o n  must be o v e r  65 i f  w h i t e ,  45 i f  I n d i a n ,  own 
t h e i r  own home and be w i t h i n  80% o f  t h e  median f a m i l y  income ($11,000) .  
She s a i d  t h e y  had p a i d  b i l l s  a s  h i g h  a s  $1500 and a l l  t h e  money a l l o t e d  
i s  gone. She s a i d  t h e y  s t a r t e d  fund ing  l a s t  J u l y  f o r  t h i s  program. 
Th i s  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  minor home r e p a i r s  and w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  s o  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  s a y  j u s t  how much went j u s t  f o r  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n .  

J e f f  Rupp, D. of C. A . ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would a l l o w  t h e  s t a t e  t o  a v o i d  
d u p l i c a t i n g  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a g e n c i e s  f o r  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h e i r  
funds  would go t o  h e l p  t h e  lower  incomes ( f a m i l y  o f  4 who made $5400 
i s  an example)  and t h e r e  i s  no age b r a c k e t .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  a r e  d e s i g n e d  
t o  h e l p  t h e  home owners -- i f  w e  do have an  apar tment  b u i l d i n g  t h e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  t h e  r e n t  c a n ' t  be r a i s e d  because  o f  lower  f u e l  b i l l s .  
H e  s a i d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  homes t h e y  w e a t h e r i z e  w e r e  b u i l t  b e f o r e  1950 
and t h e  r e a s o n  t h e  owners h a v e n ' t  i n s u l a t e d  i s  t h e i r  income--they cannot 
a f f o r d  it. H e  s a i d  t h e  program i s  l i m i t e d  t o  $350 a  house.  H e  s a i d  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  and w i n t e r i z a t i o n  i s  n o t - - r e a l l y  

- t h e  same--where you have w i n t e r  i t s  w i n t e r i z a t i o n .  He s a i d  t h e i r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o s t s  were a b o u t  1 0 % .  SRS s a i d  15% was a l l o w a b l e  f o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o s t s  under  t h e i r  program. 

Sonny Hanson mentioned on page 3--a r e f e r e n c e  t o  b u i l d i n g  codes  t h a t  
s h o u l d n ' t  be  t h e r e .  T h i s  h a s  t o  do w i t h  a s b e s t o s  t y p e  i n s u l a t i o n  which 
i s  o n l y  used  t o  i n s u l a t e  s t ee l  s t r u c t u r e s .  

HB 733 How many p e o p l e  would b e  e l i g i b l e  h e r e ?  P a t  Binns s a i d  t h i s  
b i l l  i s  t o  g i v e  a  b r e a k  t o  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  upper  lower income group.  
Chairman Bengtson mentioned t h i s  would n o t  have any matching funds  
and c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  impact  p robab ly  would n o t  be  t h e  b i l l  t o  
go  a l o n g  w i t h .  She f e l t  t h a t  HB 701 b e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  
q u e s t i o n .  
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HB 731 I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h i s  b i l l  was h e a r d  i n  committee. 

HB 426 Sonny Hanson s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  on page 3 ,  l i n e s  5 and 6 ,  t h e  
wording " a s  computed by a  q u a l i f i e d  a r c h i t e c t  o r  e n g i n e e r "  be l e f t  
a s  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b i l l - - a  p roponen t  o f  t h e  b i l l  had s u g g e s t e d  s t r i k i n g  
it. He s a i d  i t  would c o s t  $1500 t o  $ 2 0 0 0  f o r  one computer run  and 
some b u i l d i n g s  l i k e  a  warehouse wouldn' t c a l l  f o r  a  l i f e  c y c l e  a n a l y s i s .  
He s a i d  he would s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h i s  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  moneys were a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  contempla ted  i n  t h e  long  range  b u i l d i n g  
program. But he  f e l t  it was t o o  d e t a i l e d - - t o o  many t h i n g s  wanted ,  and 
would be  q u i t e  expens ive .  

. Rep. Davis e x p r e s s e d  h i s  views t h a t  l i f e  c y c l e  c o s t s  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  
H e  s a i d  o u r  approach has  been t h e  c h e a p e s t  bid--which might  n o t  end 
up b e i n g  c h e a p e s t .  

Dar lene  Grove f e l t  t h e  p r i c e  might  come down i f  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d s  were 
t a k e n  -- i f  w e  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  l i f e  c y c l e  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  be b u i l d i n g .  

P a t  Binn s a i d  t h a t ~ l i n e s  11 and 1 2  s a y  a  computer' run  d o e s n ' t  have t o  
be done--matter  of  c h o i c e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  added d e s i g n  c o s t s  w i l l  b e  
r e c o v e r e d  i n  optimum energy  use .  

M r s .  Grove q u e s t i o n e d  i f  c a r s  c o u l d  be added t o  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  b i l l .  

Chairman Bengtson r e q u e s t e d  Russ P l a t h  t o  p i c k  up Rep. Meloy 's  amend- 
ment d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s .  

Chairman Bengtson s a i d  t h e  commi t t ee ' s  r o l e  was t o  p i c k  t h e  b e s t  
w e t h e r i z a t i o n  b i l l  p o s s i b l e  and t o  b r i n g  it back t o  t h e  committee 
t o  d e b a t e .  

Rep. C u r t i s s  moved t h a t  HB 701 be recommended a s  t h e  b e t t e r  b i l l  
o v e r  HB 732 and 733. Rep. Nathe seconded t h e  mot ion .  Motion c a r r i e d  
w i t h  Rep. Davis v o t i n g  no. 

Meeting a d j o u r n e d  a t  9 : 4 5  p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

E s t h e r  ~ e n g t s o n c ; / ~ h a i r m a n  




