
February 1 4 ,  1977 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COfi5YITTEE PROCEEDINGS: 

A meet ing of t h e  House Labor and Employment R e l a t i o n s  Committee 
was he ld  on Monday, February 1 4 ,  1977 a t  1 0 : O O  a.m. i.n Room 2 2 5  
of t h e  S t a t e  Cap i to l .  A l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

The f i r s t  b i l l  t o  be  heard ,  HOUSE BILL  670, was sponsored by 
t h e  chairman, Rep. Kimble. Rep. Lynch took  ob-er t h e  c h a i r  f o r  
t h e  d u r a t i o n  of t h i s  hear ing.  Rep. Kimble o u t l i n e d  t h e  b i l l  
and exp la ined  a  proposed amendment. T h i s  b i l l  would g i v e  t h e  
Board of  Regents t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a r r a n g e  s t a t e  h o l i d a y s  t o  
b e t t e r  conform w i t h  school  schedul-es. See prepared  s t a t emen t .  
S t eve  Veazie,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Commissioner of Higher Educat ion,  
t hen  spoke. Then S tan  Zezo ta r sk i ,  a ~ e g i s l a t i v e  I n t e r n  f o r  t h e  
Commissioner of  Higher Educat ion,  s t a t e d  t h a t  passage of t h i s  
b i l l  would p rov ide  f o r  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
System. The day b e f o r e  thanksg iv ing  a t  p r e s e n t  i s  a " l o s t  
Day"; such days  cause  school  t e r m s  t o  be longer .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  
r e s c h e d u l i n g  of c l a s s e s  around t h e s e  days  causes  confus ion .  
H e  r e a s s u r e d  t h e  committee t h a t  passage  o f  t h i s  b i l l  would n o t  
cause  s t u d e n t s  o r  employees t o  l o s e  any ho l idays .  M r .  Veazie  
t hen  spoke up aga in ,  s p e l l i n g  o u t  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  b i l l ,  
which i s  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e s e  h o l i d a y s  s o  t h a t  t hey  would occu r  
when t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  n o t  on campus. 

The o n l y  opponent t o  HOUSE BILL  670 was S t an  Gerke, r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  AFSCME, AFL-CIO. H e  expressed  concern about  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h i s  might e l i m i n a t e  t h e  3-day weekend concept  which h a s  
a r i s e n  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r s .  H e  sugges ted  s e v e r a l  amendments; see 
COPY 

Ques t ions  about  HB 670 were t h e n  asked.  It was exp la ined  t h a t  
t h e  b i l l  would cause  a  s av ings  because employee s e r v i c e s  are 
n o t  i n  demand on t h e  s t u d e n t  ho l idays .  The sav ings  i s  a concep t ;  
because t h e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  unneeded on t h o s e  days  t h e  work i n p u t  
would t e n d  t o  be less. The hea r ing  was t h e n  c lo sed .  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 51 was then  heard.  Rep. F r a t e s  a s  chief 
sponsor  exp la ined  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  t h e  popu la t ion  
has  s h i f t e d  and c i v i l  defense  t r a i n i n g  programs have s u f f e r e d  
as a r e s u l t .  H e  would l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h i s  problem by s t a r t i n g  
a r e t r a i n i n g  program on t h e  ground l e v e l .  He s a i d  t h a t  it 
would n o t  c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  any money. C.  L. G i l b e r t s o n ,  S t a t e  
C i v i l  Defense then  spoke. Montana people  a r e  concerned w i t h  
t h e  o v e r a l l  l e v e l  of c i v i l  de fense  preparedness ,  and want t h e  
Congress t o  p rope r ly  fund t h e  programs. The n a t i o n  spends 
less t h a n  40 c e n t s  p e r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c i v i l  d e f e n s e  
program, compared wi th  R u s s i a ' s  more t h a n  $4 p e r  c a p i t a .  The 
main problem i s  l a c k  of  funding from t h e  f e d e r a l  government. 
There are programs i n  every  county i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The f e d e r a l  
budget  v a r i e s  each year ;  l a s t  y e a r  $ 8 2 . 5  m i l l i o n  was budgeted.  
C i v i l  d e f e n s e  should be  impor tan t  i n  Montana s i n c e  it i s  clas- 
s i f i e d  as a h igh  danger  a r e a .  H e  f i n i s h e d  by reviewing t h e  



Page 2 February 1 4 ,  1977 

p r e s e n t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  

There were no opponents t o  H J R  51. The sponsor  c l o s e d .  H i s  
main concern i s  t h a t  we are i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  Russ ia  was i n  
when they  t r i e d  t o  move t h e i r  missles i n t o  Cuba. W e  a r e  i n  a  
p o s i t i o n  where w e  are sub jec t ed  t o  b lackmai l ,  b u t  i f  t h e  pro- 
gram can g e t  back t o  where it used t o  be ,  w e  would n o t  be. 
Q u e s t i o n s  were t h e n  asked.  Montana r ece ived  $130,000 f o r  
s a l a r i e s ,  and s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  cons ide red .  
Th i s  yea r  Montana probably  rece ived  about  $ .5  mil l - ion i n  f e d e r a l  
funds.  Th i s  r e s o l u t i o n  would ask  f o r  s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  make 
e d u c a t i o n a l  funds  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  ongoing programs. T h i s  
would cover  a l l  t y p e s  of d i s a s t e r s .  T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l s  f o r  
t h e  n u c l e a r  a s p e c t  o n l y ,  however. $100,000 f o r  F i s c a l  Year 1977 
came from f e d e r a l  funds .  The hear ing  was c l o s e d .  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 52, a l s o  sponsored by Rep. F r a t e s ,  w a s  
t hen  heard.  The r ea son  f o r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  sprung from a  l e t t e r  
r ece ived  from Great F a l l s .  The c i t y  i s  l o s i n g  t h e i r  funding 
and t h e y  wanted t h e  problem addressed.  Th i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  
program p r e p a r e s  young people  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  i n d u s t r y  w i t h  s k i l l s .  
The r e s o l u t i o n  a s k s  t h a t  Congress con t inue  t o  fund t h i s  pro- 
gram of a p p r e n t i c e s h i p .  H e  suggested s e v e r a l  amendments t o  t h e  
measure, see copy. Dave F u l l e r ,  Dept. of Labor and I n d u s t r y  
t h e n  spoke. H e  suppor ted  t h i s  concept  and t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  as  
amended m e e t s  h i s  approva l .  (1) a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  has  su rv ived  
t h e  test  of t i m e .  ( 2 )  The t r a i n i n g  programs a r e  e f f e c t i v e ,  
and w i l l  con t inue  t o  be expanded i n t o  new areas and t r a d e s .  
( 3 )  I t  i s  impor tan t  t o  recognize  t h a t  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  succes s  
is  dependent upon t h e  economy. H e  went over  t h e  c u r r e n t  pro- 
grams which a r e  be ing  expanded. Dick Michels ,  Montana Apprent ice-  
s h i p  Bureau Chief ,  made himself  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  from 
t h e  committee. A b r i e f  background r e p o r t  was g iven  on t h e  number 
of persons  involved i n  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  programs. I t  w a s  
po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  law i s  v o l u n t a r y  i n  
a l l  a s p e c t s .  E r n i e  P o s t ,  Montana S t a t e  AF1,-CIO, t hen  exp la ined  
t h a t  it w a s  he who had suggested t h e  amendments t o  t h e  sponsor .  
H e  gave h i s  r ea sons .  There  w e r e  no o t h e r  proponents .  

There were no opponents t o  H J R  52. The sponsor  Rep. F r a t e s  
c lo sed .  Th i s  program needs  cont inued f e d e r a l  funding.  Q u e s t i o n s  
w e r e  t h e n  asked.  

The committee t h e n  went i n t o  execu t ive  s e s s i o n  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
fo l lowing  b i l l s :  

H J R  52 - Rep. Wil l iams moved, Rep. Baeth seconded, t h a t  it DO 
PASS AS AMENDED. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

H J R  51  - Rep. Dassinger  moved t h a t  it DO PASS; Rep. P o r t e r  
seconded t h e  motion.   is cuss ion took  p l ace .  I f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  
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w i l l  h e l p  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  program, Rep. Brand s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
w a s  a l l  f o r  it. Ques t ion  was then  c a l l e d  f o r .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously. 

I t  was dec ided  t h a t  e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  on t h e  remainder of  t h e  
b i l l s  would be  postponed u n t i l  t h e  nex t  mee t ing ,  due t o  t h e  
absence of p a r t  of t h e  committee members. 

The meeting w a s  adjourned.  
-\ 

N.  Kimble 

- 

S e c r e t a r y  




