
HOUSE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

February 1 4 ,  1-977 

The meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 0 : l O  a . m .  i n  Room 4 3 4  w i t h  a l l  
members p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  except ion  of Reps. Q u i l i c i  and Bradley,  who 
were excused.  . 4 

fl 

House B i l l  No. 535 was d i scussed .  R e p .  Wil l iams,  c h i e f  sponsor ,  gave 
an e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  b i l l  and an  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  amendments. H e  
then  in t roduced  M r .  C h r i s  Johansen w i t h  t h e  Fa rmer ' s  Union. M r .  Johan- 
sen s t a t e d  t h a t  it would g i v e  t h e  Department of A g r i c u l t u r e  a u t h o r i t y .  
~t i s  t h e  o n l y  bus ines s  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  Montana i n  which t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
s e t s  t h e  r a t e s  t o  be charged.  Rather  than  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s e t t i n g  t h e  
r a t e s  it would be  much e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  Department t o  do  it ( tes t imony 
a t t a c h e d ) .  

M r .  E l roy  Legure,  M r .  George Lackman, and R e p .  Tower w e r e  a l so  i n  
suppor t  of t h i s  b i l l .  

Rep. Wil l iams,  i n  c l o s i n g ,  s t a t e d  he would recommend t h e  committee 
g i v e  a  do p a s s  v o t e  on t h i s  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Chairman Vincent  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would t a k e  c a r e  of House B i l l  N o .  31 
i n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

House B i l l  No. 3 8 4  w a s  d i scussed .  Rep. Uhde, c h i e f  sponsor ,  s t a t e d  
t h e  b i l l  w a s  s imple .  H e  gave a b r i e f  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  b i l l .  

M s .  V i r g i n i a  J e l l i s o n ,  s o c i a l  worker, s t a t e d  s h e  had been i n  t h e  
housing development f o r  non-prof i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  8 y e a r s .  She a l s o  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people  w i t h  a  low income and s o c i a l  problems need more 
t h a n  j u s t  a manager o f  an apar tment  complex. I t  t a k e s  someone who 
can do more than  simply c o l l e c t  r e n t  and pay t h e  b i l l s .  I t  i s  a d i f f e r -  
e n t  job than  r e g u l a r  apar tment  management would be .  

Rep. Dussau l t  a l s o  expressed  h e r  suppor t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  

M r .  W a l t e r  J acov ich  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  w e r e  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  s t e p  on the 
r e a l t o r s  f i n g e r s .  The p o s i t i o n  d e a l s  w i t h  a mul t i tude of t h i n g s .  
P r o p e r t y , s u c h , a s  t h i s  d e a l s  w i t h  day t o  day problems of  l i v i n g  w i t h  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a ve ry  c l o s e  community. One would have t o  be a  s u r -  
veyor ,  c o n t r a c t o r ,  f i n a n c i a l  wizard,  budget  d i r e c t o r ,  and a r e l a t i o n s  
p sycho log i s t .  

M s .  Dor i s  R i c h t e r  s t a t e d  s h e  could n o t  see where t h e  r e a l t o r  cou ld  
handle t h i s  t ype  of s i t u a t i o n .  

There w e r e  no opponents o r  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  committee. 

House B i l l  No. 520  was d i scussed .  Rep. Fagg gave an e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  
b i l l ,  i n  which he s t a t e d  it i s  a  c a s e  f o r  t h e  m o r t i c i a n s .  

M r .  Don P r a t t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n su rance  would be  handled by in su rance  
agents .  Also,  t h e  b i l l  p rov ides  f o r  s e l l i n g  of formal  i n s u r a n c e  i n  
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Montana. 

M s .  J o  D r i s c o l l  t e s t i f i e d  a s  a  opponent ( t es t imony a t t a c h e d ) .  
C 

M r .  P r a t t  answered q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  p o l i c y .  If a person d i e 0  and 
t h e  body was never  found, o r  i f  t h e  person simply d i ed ;  t h e  bene- 
f i c i a r y  would r e s p e c t  t h e  wish i n  which t h e  p o l i c y  s t a t e s .  

House B i l l  No. 764 was d i scussed .  Rep. Ramirez, sponsor ,  gave a n  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  b i l l - .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  1955 Law has  been 
ignored s t a t e w i d e .  I t  wou3.d le t  t h e  c i t i e s  do t h e  l i c e n s i n g .  

There w e r e  no proponents  o r  opponents. 

Rep. E l l i s o n  asked i f  t h e  c l e r k s  had t o  be bonded. Rep. Ramirez 
responded by say ing  t h e  a u c t i o n e e r  was t h e  on ly  one who needed t o  be 
bonded. H e  s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  see anyth ing  wrong w i t h  t h e  c l e r k  be ing  
bonded. 

Rep. E l l i s o n  s t a t e d  a c a s e  i n  which a  t r u c k  w a s  s o l d  a t  a n  a u c t i o n  and 
t h e  man d i d  n o t , p a y  f o r  it. The burden then  would be  on t h e  a u c t i o n e e r ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  c l e r k  should be bonded. 

House B i l l  No. 760 w a s  d i s cus sed .  Rep. E l l i s o n ,  sponsor ,  gave an  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  b i l l .  H e  gave a  b i z a r r e  i n c i d e n t  i n  Livi-ngston 
in which 30  bod ie s  w e r e  t aken  o u t  of  t h e  mausoleum. T h i s  goes back 
in h i s t o r y  of  t h i s  cemetery where t h e  f i r s t  owner d i e d  and it w a s  
s o l d  t o  a n o t h e r  man. The cemetery was i n  o r d i n a r y  f i n a n c i a l  o r d e r ,  
b u t  t h i s  man bought f o u r  o r  f i v e  ceme te r i e s  i n  the s t a t e ,  s o l d  t h e  
v a u l t s  and markers t hen  pocketed t h e  money. H e  bought a  t i c k e t  
t o  South  A m e r i c a .  Th i s  b i l l  would prov ide  s u r i t y  bonds s o  t h e r e  
would be  some a s su rance  o f  t ime ly  performance of  c o n t r a c t u a l  o b l i g a -  
t i o n s .  The in su rance  companies would then  have t h e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  
t r a c k  t h e s e  people  down. 

M r .  Gary Marks s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  would p rov ide  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  
people  a g a i n s t  anyone who i s  n o t  i n t end ing  t o  l i ve  up t o  h i s  o b l i g a -  
t i o n s .  M r .  Harold Adams concurred i n  M r .  Marks' tes t imony.  

The committee then  went i n t o  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

Rep. Harper moved t o  TABLE House B i l l  No. 31. The motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously. r -  

Rep. Tower moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 535 DO PASS. The mot ion c a r r i e d  
w i t h  a l l  members 'present  v o t i n g  yes .  

Rep. Fabrega moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 3 8 4  DO PASS. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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Rep, Kenny moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 520 DO NOT PASS. Rep. Fagg made 
a s u b s t i t u t e  motion t o  defer a c t i o n  u n t i l .  Wednesday. The commit tee  
concur red  i n  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  motion.  

Rep. Fagg moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 764  DO PASS. Rep. Metca l f  a sked  
t h e  commit tee  t o  d e f e r  a c t i o n  u n t i l  Wednesday. e . 
Rep. M e t c a l f  moved t o  zgend page  1, l i n e s  2 3  t h r o u g h  25 on ~ d u s e  Bi l l .  
N o .  760 by s t r i k i n g  l i n e s  2 3  t h r o u g h  25 and i n s e r t i n g  " s u r e t y " .  The 
amendments w e r e  a c c e p t e d .  Rep. E l l i . s o n  moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 760  
DO PASS AS AMENDED. The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meet ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  11:30 a.m. 




