
TAXATION COMMITTEE 
4STH LEGISLATURE 

Rep. Herb Huennekens, Chairman, c a l l e d  t h e  Taxat ion Committee t o  o r d e r  February 
4 ,  1977, a t  8:00 a.m., i n  room #434, C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing ,  Helena. A l l  members 
were p r e s e n t .  B i l l s  t o  be  heard were HB 389, 552, 575, 603, 434, 215. 

Rep. Gerald Kess l e r ,  D i s t r i c t  #66, Yellowstone County, ch i e f  sponsor  o f  House 
B i l l  575, advised  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e  t a x  has no t  been going f o r  
t h e  purpose f o r  which it was intended.  This  b i l l  a l l o c a t e d  t h e  l o c a l  govern- 

ment s h a r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e  t a x  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  and 
HOUSE BILL towns based on t h e i r  expense f o r  t r e a t i n g  a lcohol i sm r a t h e r  

t han  upon t h e  g ros s  s a l e  of  l i q u o r .  The b i l l  r e q u i r e s  each 
575 county t o  p repa re  a budget f o r  t h e  t rea tment  o f  a lcohol i sm i n  

i ts  var ious  c i t i e s  and towns and appor t ion  t h e  revenue on t h e  
b a s i s  of  t h a t  budget,  w i th  a t  l e a s t  15% o f  t h e  t o t a l  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  county 
and any s u r p l u s  p o r t i o n  a l l o c a t e d  1/4 t o  t h e  county and 3/4 t o  t h e  c i t i e s  and 
towns on a popula t ion  b a s i s .  This would a l low t h e  l o c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t o  bud- 
g e t  t h e s e  funds f o r  where they a r e  needed. 

Harold Hanser,  Yellowstone County Attorney,  B i l l i n g s ,  recommends s t r i k i n g  l i n e  
15. This  would remove c r i m i n a l i t y ,  which g ives  r i s e  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p u b l i c  
f a c i l i t i e s .  The c i t y  o f  B i l l i n g s  ended up w i t h  about  $140,000, and t h e  county 
had $40,.000. The c i t y  p u t  i n  about $12,000 t o  t h e  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y .  Yellowstone 

, County had t o  fund t h e  l e g a l  end o f  t h i s .  This  would r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  
a l l o c a t i o n  be  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  necessary expense i n  t h e  ope ra t i on  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
t rea tment  c e n t e r s  and t h e  c o s t s  i ncu r r ed  by t h e  county - c o u r t  c o s t s ,  t ranspor -  
t a t i o n ,  room and board - come o f f  t h e  t o p  and anything l e f t  ove r  would be d i s -  
t r i b u t e d  1/4 t o  t h e  county and 3/4 t o  t h e  c i t i e s  according t o  popu la t i on .  This 
would a l s o  p u t  a budgetary and f i s c a l  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  county. The Board o f  
County Commissioners would p repa re  a budget f o r  t rea tment  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and 
towns i n  t h e  county and f o r  t h e  county i t s e l f .  I t  seemed t h a t  t h i s  formula 
would be  b e t t e r  than no t  having t h e  t ax  and charg ing  t h e s e  expenses a g a i n s t  
t h e  p rope r ty  owner, which i s  what i s  happening now, a s  it i s  an  u n f a i r  burden 
on taxpayers .  These funds would be  earmarked f o r  law enforcement and p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  purposes . 

Dave Gordon, Deputy County Attorney,  B i l l i n g s ,  a l s o  a board member of  t h e  
Rimrock Guidance Foundation i n  B i l l i n g s ,  a long-standing o rgan iza t ion  d e a l i n g  
wi th  t he ' a l coho l i sm c e n t e r ,  f e e l s  l a r g e  s c a l e  a l coho l  t rea tment  w i l l  be  going - 
t o  long-term t rea tment .  The county a t t o rney  ' s of  £ i ce  handles  commitments t o  
Galen a t  t h e  county ' s  expense. I t  has been a major concern of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  source  of  money which t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  apparen t ly  in tended ,  has  taken  a 
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s h o r t c u t .  The c o s t s  w i l l  be  p a i d ,  b u t  wi thout  a l o t  o f  problems. 

About $140,000 t o  $150,000 went t o  t h e  c i t y  of B i l l i n g s  and $40,000 t o  Yellow- 
s t o n e  County. Court commitment c o s t s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a lcohol ism a r e  $40,000. 
T o t a l  c o s t s  o f  t r e a t i n g  alcohol ism a r e  about  $100,000 i n  Yellowstone County. 
Immediate payment o f  e x i s t i n g  b i l l s  w i l l  a l s o  be cont inued.  I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  
program t o  cont inue  t rea tment  as  mandated by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  

i t h a t  t h e  funds g e t  t o  t h e  problem. The money was se t  a s i d e  by a t a x  on l i q u o r  - 
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from t h e  u s e  and abuse  o f  l i q u o r  and t h e r e f o r e  from t h i s  fund s h o u l d  come t h e  
s o l u t i o n .  Th is  w i l l  accomplish  t h i s .  Seven ty- f ive  p e r c e n t  o f  p a t i e n t s  come 
from w i t h i n  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t i e s  and y e t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  fund ing  i s  j u s t  
t u r n e d  around. He f e e l s  t h i s  i s  a s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Chet  Blay lock ,  D i s t r i c t  #35, Yel lowstone County, s u p p o r t s  HB 575, 
s a y i n g  funds a r e n ' t  go ing  t o  where t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  had i n t e n d e d  them t o  go.  
What i s  c a u s i n g  t h e  problem s h o u l d  be t axed  t o  pay f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s .  He u r g e s  
a Do Pass  on HB 575. 

Dean B e t z e r ,  Montana S h e r i f f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s h e r i f f  o f  Yel lowstone County,  
wants t o  g e t  t h e  fund ing  where it be longs .  

Gregg McCurdy, MACo, s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l .  The f i n a n c i n g  problems p o i n t e d  o u t  
have been a concern t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s .  He i s  somewhat concerned with t h e  language 
on page 4, l i n e s  1 2  and 1 3 ,  and s u g g e s t s  t h e  l i q u o r  t a x  be  r a i s e d  h e r e .  

OPPONENTS : 

Dan Mizner,  League o f  C i t i e s  and Towns, s a i d  t r y i n g  t o  combine t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
c i t i e s  and t h e  county c r e a t e s  problems. The o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was t o  pay f o r  
law enforcement  and c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r ,  and t h e y  had asked  f o r  t h a t  
money t o  pay f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  work i n  c i t i e s  and  towns,  and t h e n  t h e  a l c o h o l  
abatement  program came i n .  The fund s h o u l d  be  earmarked f o r  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
i n t e n t  and s h o u l d  n o t  t a k e  t h a t  money away from p o l i c e  problems. He i s  op- 
posed t o  t h e  approach o f  t h e  budge t ing  p r o c e s s ,  and o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  
money f o r  t h o s e  purposes .  I f  it i s n ' t  earmarked, t h e  use  o f  t h e  money s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  e n f o r c e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  purpose .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  moneys t o  be  used f o r  a l -  
cohol ism,  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  earmarked f o r  a l c o h o l i s m  t r e a t m e n t  i t s e l f .  Co- 
ming l ing  moneys o r i g i n a t i n g  from t a x e s  s h o u l d  n o t  be done. 

A 1  Sampson, Firemen ' s A s s o c i a t i o n ,  is opposed t o  r e t u r n i n g  money t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  fund.  More money i s  needed because  o f  i n c r e a s e d  d u t i e s  imposed on 
t h e  p o l i c e  depar tment .  A d d i t i o n a l  t a x e s  w i l l  have t o  b e  l e v i e d  o r  d u t i e s  c u t .  

Rep. K e s s l e r  s a i d  HB 575 w i l l  n o t  p r e c l u d e  t h e  c i t i e s  and  towns from g e t t i n g  
t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  money. A f t e r  c o u n t i e s  have budgeted f o r  b i l l s ,  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  money w i l l  go f o r  care. They a r e  t r y i n g  f u n n e l  t h e  money t o  t h e  c a u s e  
o f  t h e  problem. 

Rep. Rober t  S i v e r t s e n  recommends approva l  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  
how much money t h e  s t a t e  r e c e i v e s  from t h i s  t a x .  There  i s  a need f o r  more 
money. The L e g i s l a t u r e  recommends i n c r e a s e  i n  p o l i c e  and f i r e  p e n s i o n  funds 
and wants t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h a t  money t o  t h e  c i t i e s  and towns. 

A 1  Dandro e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  5C on l i q u o r  was i n t e n d e d  f o r  law enforcement  and 
r e g u l a t i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r ,  and t h e  25C t a x  on b e e r  was t o  
go f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a l c o h o l i s m .  HB 575 d e a l s  o n l y  wi th  l i q u o r .  There  
a r e  two s o u r c e s  o f  money f o r  two s e p a r a t e  p u r p o s e s .  

Leo Kamp, Yel lowstone County, s u p p o r t s  HB 575. 
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M r .  Hanser recommends decr imina l i z ing  a l c o h o l  a d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i -  
t i e s  f o r  t r e a t m e n t .  There a r e  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  c o s t s  t h a t  a r e  i n c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y .  They a r e  now c h a r g i n g  a g a i n s t  t h i s  
t h e i r  h o s p i t a l  c o s t s ,  which is wrong. There  a r e  c o u r t  commitment c o s t s  i n  con- 
n e c t i o n  w i t h  a l c o h o l i s m  which a r e  charged a g i n s t  t h e  county.  The county w i l l  
spend i n  e x c e s s  o f  $40,000 i n  l e g a l  c o s t s ,  n o t  c o u n t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  and mainte-  
nance o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r .  T h e i r  p o s i t i o n  s imply  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  a l c o h o l  
g e n e r a t e s  t h e  problem, a  s u f f i c i e n t  t a x  s h o u l d  be p l a c e d  on i t  t o  cover  c o s t s  
o f  t r e a t m e n t  and i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  charged back a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  owner. 
The county w i l l  n o t  do any c i t y  b u d g e t i n g ,  b u t  w i l l  budge t  t h e  c o s t s  n e c e s s a r y  
f o r  t h e  a l c o h o l  t r e a t m e n t  o u t  o f  t h e s e  d o l l a r s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  p r o p e r  o rgan iza -  
t i o n s  a r e  funded. The b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  money t h a t  is n o t  used w i l l  go back t o  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t .  The county government is  b e i n g  p e n a l i z e d ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
t a x  owner is  b e i n g  p e n a l i z e d .  

Rep. W. J a y  Fabrega,  D i s t r i c t  #44,  c h i e f  sponsor  o f  HB 603, s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  
t h e  same a s  HB 627 which s h o u l d  b e  t h e  v e h i c l e  t o  c a r r y  t h e  concep t .  HB 603 
r a i s e s  t h e  l i c e n s e  t a x  on a l c o h o l  and r e a l l o c a t e s  t h e  l o c a l  government s h a r e  
o f  t h e  t a x  2/3 t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s  and 1/3 t o  t h e  s t a t e .  The county would r e t a i n  
7/10 o f  t h e  revenue and a p p o r t i o n  3/10 t o  c i t y  and towns on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
g r o s s  s a l e s .  83% o f  t h e  county s h a r e  would be used f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

a lcoho l i sm.  The 1/3  r e t a i n e d  by t h e  s t a t e  would be  d e p o s i t e d  
HOUSE BILL i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund f o r  a l c o h o l i s m  programs. An a d d i t i o n a l  

t a x  o f  $1.25 would b e  l e v i e d  on impor ted  b e e r  f o r  use  i n  t r e a t -  
60 3  i n g  a l c o h o l i s m  a l s o .  

B e r t  O l s e n ,  Montana Beer Wholesalers  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  opposes HB 603. 

R e f e r  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  from T e r e s a  0 .  Cohea, r e s e a r c h e r ,  t o  Rep. Huennekens i n  
which s h e  compares HB 627, 575 and 603, which i s  a t t a c h e d .  

Rep. John S c u l l y ,  D i s t r i c t  #76,  G a l l a t i n  County, s p o n s o r  o f  HB 389, e x p l a i n e d  
t h i s  b i l l  imposes a  g r o s s  r e c e i p t s  t a x  o f  1/4 o f  1% on a l l  p a s s e n g e r  tramways 
o f  Montana. The depar tment  o f  revenue would c o l l e c t  t h e  t a x  f o r  t h e  use  o f  

t h e  depar tment  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  
HOUSE BILL tramway s a f e t y  program. 

389 Jack  C. C r o s s e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  depar tment  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
a d v i s e d  t h e  depar tment  assumes t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a d m i n i s t e r -  

i n g  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  program. 

P h i l  Hauck, depar tment  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  approves  t h i s  a ssessment  a t  t h i s  t ime  
t o  p r o v i d e  a  more adequa te  s k i  s a f e t y  program i n  Montana f o r  t h e  s k i  i n d u s t r y .  
T h i s  assessment  would n o t  exceed 1/4 o f  1% o f  t h e  g r o s s  r e c e i p t s  o f  t h e  l i f t s  
i n  Montana. There a r e  22 s k i  a r e a s  hav ing  69 o p e r a t i n g  tramways a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime.  The s k i  i n d u s t r y  i n  Montana i s  a  growing i n d u s t r y  and i s  an  environ-  
m e n t a l l y  c l e a n  i n d u s t r y  and h e  d o e s n ' t  want it marred by s k i  a c c i d e n t s .  More 
and more p e o p l e  i n  Montana a r e  s k i i n g .  The b e s t  i n s p e c t i o n  w i l l  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  
no a c c i d e n t s .  The money w i l l  be  used f o r  i n s p e c t i o n .  On approx imate ly  7,000 
t i c k e t s  s o l d  @$7 p e r  t i c k e t ,  an a n t i c i p a t e d  revenue w i l l  be r a i s e d  o f  between 
$10,000 and $15,000 a  y e a r .  He s u p p o r t s  HB 389. 
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J e r r y  Gamroth, Vice -Pres iden t  o f  t h e  Northern S k i  Area O p e r a t o r s  ' Associa- 
t i o n ,  s u p p o r t s  HB 389, a s  does a  m a j o r i t y  o f  members o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  They 
ask  t h a t  t h e  t a x  be made e f f e c t i v e  i n  1978 because  o f  t h e  snow drought  t h i s  
y e a r .  He b e l i e v e s  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be a  s imple  way t o  c o l l e c t  t h e s e  funds .  See  
h i s  t e s t imony  a t t a c h e d .  

George W i l l e t t ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Northern S k i  Area O p e r a t o r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
Showdown S k i  Area ,  r e a l i z e s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  and s u p p o r t s  
t h e  concep t .  He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  f e e s  be c o l l e c t e d  between J u l y  1 and December 
31, based  on t h e  revenues  o f  t h e  1976-1977 s k i  s e a s o n .  T h i s  would a l l o w  s k i  
a r e a s  t o  b e  e a r n i n g  some income. I f  due d a t e  i s  December 31,  t h e  a r e a s  can 
budge t  f o r  i t  and know t h e  requ i rements  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  program. 
There i s  no need t o  have t h e  money p r i o r  t o  December 15 o f  t h e  y e a r  because  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n  program won ' t  s t a r t  u n t i l  December 1 5  t o  January  1. 
He proposed a n o t h e r  amendment t o  s e t  a  minimum f e e  f o r  s k i  a r e a s  t h a t  do n o t  
g e n e r a t e  much revenue - between $50 and $100, which means t h a t  t h e  a r e a  would 
have t o  e a r n  $30,000 t o  $40,000 i n  s k i  t i c k e t  revenue.  S m a l l e r  a r e a s  r e q u i r e  
a s  much o r  more i n s p e c t i o n  a s  l a r g e r  and w e l l  main ta ined  a r e a s  do.  

E .  F. G i a n o t t i ,  Tramway Counc i l ,  G r e a t  F a l l s ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  when t h e  Tramway 
Board came i n t o  b e i n g ,  t h e r e  was no i n s p e c t i o n  u n l e s s  done by i n s u r a n c e  c a r -  
r i e r s  o r  t h e  f o r e s t  s e r v i c e .  Tramways now pay s o  much money a  y e a r  t o  have 
i n s p e c t i o n  o f  each l i f t  i n  t h e i r  a r e a ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  enough money from 
t h i s  t o  make follow-up i n s p e c t i o n s  which is needed i n  some a r e a s .  He s e e s  
no r e a s o n  f o r  any o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  

There  were no opponents .  

Rep. Heunnekens s a i d  t h e  committee would work w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  persons  on 
p roposed  amendments. 

REP. Bob Palmer ,  D i s t r i c t  #96,  Missoula  County, c h i e f  sponsor  o f  HB 215, 
r e q u e s t s  t h a t  HB 277 be k i l l e d  a s  i t  i s  an e x a c t  d u p l i c a t e  o f  HB 215. Th is  
b i l l  r e v i s e s  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  owners o f  C l a s s  8 p r o p e r t y  by 

e x c l u d i n g  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  from t h e  income l i m i t a ' t i o n  o f  
HOUSE BILL $6,000. The b i l l  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  an e l i g i b l e  pe rson  s h a l l  app ly  

f o r  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t h e  y e a r  a f t e r  h e  became e l i g i b l e  and 
215 t h a t  t h e  a s s e s s o r  s h a l l  a d j u s t  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ' s  t a x e s  t o  r e f l e c t  

t h e  p a s t  y e a r ' s  e l i g i b i l i t y .  T h i s  b i l l  r a i s e s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a  
house  from $27,500 t o  $35,000 and changes t h e  income l e v e l s  f o r  a  s i n g l e  p e r s o n  

- t o  $8,000 and  a  m a r r i e d  coup le  t o  $9,000. 

Claude Wi l l i ams ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee f o r  t h e  Ka th leen  Walford S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  
C e n t e r ,  Missoula ,  which has  1500 members, s a i d  t a x e s  axe one o f  t h e  w o r s t  prob- 
lems o f  o l d e r  p e r s o n s .  Th is  w i l l  a l low a  widower a s  w e l l  a s  a  widow a t a n y  age  
t o  come under  t h e s e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  Home v a l u e s  have r i s e n  d r a s t i c a l l y  - 
a lmos t  doubled.  Many p e o p l e  who a r e  now l i v i n g  i n  t h e i r  own homes w i l l  n o t  b e  
a b l e  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  homes because  o f  h igh  t a x e s .  

W a l t e r  G. T a y l o r ,  Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Kathleen Walford S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  
C e n t e r ,  Missoula ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  when s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  is  i n c r e a s e d ,  p e o p l e  a r e  
n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  s p e c i a l  r e l i e f  i n  t a x e s .  He s u p p o r t s  HB 215. 

Chas. A .  Banderob, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Montana S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
B a l l a n t i n e ,  MT, f a v o r s  HB 215 a s  t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  
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\ homes a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r .  He a g r e e s  wi th  t h e  amendments o f f e r e d .  

There  were no opponents .  

Rep. Palmer recommended an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of "passage and approva l" .  

Rep. E .  N. Dass inger ,  D i s t r i c t  #50, Rosebud County, c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  HB 552, 
s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  a l l o w s  new o r  expanded b u s i n e s s  i n  c o u n t i e s  which have l o s t  
p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  a s  shown by c e n s u s ,  t o  r e c e i v e  a  l i c e n s e  

t a x  c r e d i t  o f  1% o f  t o t a l  wates  p a i d  i n  Montana. T h i s  a c t  
HOUSE BILL would p r o v i d e  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  new o r  expanded b u s i n e s s  i n -  

ves tment  i n  c o u n t i e s  o f  d e c l i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  by p l a c i n g  them 
552 i n  C l a s s  7  and a l l o w i n g  a  1% t a x  c r e d i t  o f  e x i s t i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  

Forty-one c o u n t i e s  10s t p o p u l a t i o n .  Taxes a r e  ve ry  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  an i n d u s t r y .  There  a r e  several .  economic development o r g a n i z a t i o n s  who 
devo te  themselves  t o  t h i s  problem who want t o  do something abou t  t h i s .  The 
b i l l  has  a  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  env i ronmenta l  c a r e  and would p r o v i d e  f o r  an i n f l u x  
o f  new jobs  and p a y r o l l s  i n  an a r e a .  

George B. S c h o t t e ,  Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u t t e  Loca l  Development Corp. ,  
B u t t e ,  s u p p o r t s  this concep t .  He a d v i s e d  S i l v e r  Bow County h a s  l o s t  a  g r e a t  
many peop le  from t h e  c i t y .  He a g r e e s  t h a t  t h i s  be extended from 3 y e a r s  t o  
10. He i s  n o t  s u r e  we a r e  do ing  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g s  by e x t e n d i n g  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  
b u t  f e e l s  t h e y  have t o  s t a y  w i t h  i t  and t r y  t o  a t t r a c t  i n d u s t r y .  

F. H. Bo les ,  Montana Chamber o f  Commerce, Helena,  s u p p o r t s  HB 552. 

Rep. Dass inger  s a i d  7% i s  j u s t  n o t  enough t o  a t t r a c t  a  b u s i n e s s .  A 10-year  
i n c e n t i v e  t o  l o c a t e  i n  a  d e c l i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e a  would be  more i n c e n t i v e .  
The q u e s t i o n  o f  what a p o p u l a t i o n  census  i s  a r o s e .  A ga in  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  
n u l l i f y  t h i s  b i l l .  

HOUSE BILL 434 - Rep. Wil l iams,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  HB 434 ,  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  b e  r e s c h e d u l e d  f o r  n e x t  F r i d a y .  There  is a  similar S e n a t e  B i l l  251. 

The committee r e c e s s e d  t o  an e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

HOUSE BILL 168 - Rep. S t e v e  Waldron moved t h a t  HB 168 be  r e c o n s i d e r e d .  This  - 
motion was approved unanimously. Rep. Waldron moved t h a t  HB 168 BE TABLED 
u n t i l  a c t i o n  on a s i m i l a r  b i l l  i s  taken .  

Rep. Vincen t  moved t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  a s k i n g  f o r  a  demons t ra t ion  of a  p i n b a l l  
machine t h a t  pays  o f f  i n  n i c k e l s  (HB 555) be s e n t  t o  t h e  B a i l y  Manufactur ing 
C o r p o r a t i o n .  Th is  motion w a s  adopted w i t h  Rep. B e r t e l s e n  v o t i n g  No. 

HOUSE BILL 292 - Rep. Vincent  moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 292 DO PASS. Rep. Vincent  
moved t h a t  HB 292 be amended. Motion c a r r i e d .  Rep. V i n c e n t ' s  motion was now 
changed t o  HB 292 DO PASS AS AMENDED. This  motion was adopted.  

\ 

HOUSE BILL 412 - Rep. Fagg moved th'at HB 412 DO PASS AS AMENDED. This  motion 
was adop ted  a f t e r  Rep. W i l l i a m s  motion t o  adop t  amendments was a c c e p t e d .  
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HOUSE BILL 481 - Rep. Williams moved t o  recommend HB 481 DO PASS. Unanimously 
adopted. 

HOUSE BILL 345 - Rep. Fabrega moved t h a t  HB 345 be recommended DO PASS. 
Rep. Fagg moved t h a t  amendments be adopted t o  HB 345 - t h i s  motion was unani- 
mously adopted. The motion of DO PASS A S  AMENDED was adopted w i t h  Rep. Uhde 
voting No. 

HOUSE BILL 324 - Rep. Dassinger moved t o  recommend a DO NOT PASS on HB 324. 
Rep. Harrington made a s u b s t i t u t e  motion o f  W PASS. Rep. Harrington moved 
t h a t  amendment be adopted, which motion passed with Rep. Vincent voting No, 
14 Yes, Reps. Fagg and Lien were absent.  Then the,DO PASS AS AMENDED motion 
was voted on and Reps. Dassinger, S ive r t sen ,  Severson and Williams voted No. 
Motion ca r r i ed .  

HOUSE BILL 267 - Rep. Fabrega moved t o  recommend HB 267 DO PASS. Motion car-  
r i e d  unanimous l y  . 

HOUSE BILL 113 - Rep. Bertelsen moved adoption of the  amendments t o  HB 113, 
which was accepted. Rep. Bertelsen moved t o  DO PASS AS AMENDED recommendation 
f o r  HB 113. This motion was unanimously adopted. 

HOUSE BILL 518 - Rep. Fabrega moved HB 518 DO PASS AS AMENDED, a f t e r  moving 
a W PASS on proposed amendments. Reps. Uhde, Severson, Underdal voted No t o  
the  DO PASS motion. Motions both car r ied .  

4 
HOUSE BILL 575 - Rep. Fabrega moved t h a t  HB 575 BE TABLED. Unanimous accept- 
ance. 

I 
HOUSE BILL 215 - Rep. Dassinger moved t o  recommend HB 215 Do Pass. Rep. 
Dassinger moved t h a t  amendments be adopted. Motion fa i l ed .  A new f i s c a l  
note i s  requested f o r  t h i s  b i l l .  

A subcommittee was appointed t o  study HB 552. Reps. S iver tsen  and Williams 
w i l l  be the  members. 

Amendments t o  the  b i l l s  acted on can be found i n  the Standing Committee Reports 
i n  Book #l. 

Meeting adjourned a t  11: 45 a.m. 




