
The Natura l  Resources subcommittee on Conservat ion and P u b l i c  
P a r t i c i p a t i o n  m e t  on February 3 ,  1977, a t  8: 30 a.m. i n  room 437, 
w i th  Chairman Bengtson p r e s i d i n g ,  Reps. C u r t i s s ,  Nathe and Harper . 
p r e s e n t .  T h i s m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  g e t  i n p u t  from t h e  Supt.  of 
Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ' s  o f f i c e  and the  Governor 's  o f f i c e  on what would 
be u s e f u l  i n  t h e  way of  new l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a i d  them i s  d i s semina t ing  
energy educa t ion .  

Ralph Hay, Super in tendent  of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n s ' s  O f f i c e ,  s a i d  they  
have developed b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  of energy sou rces  f o r t h e  use  of  t h e  
t eache r s .  He passed around a pamphlet showing t h e i r  goals--one 
goa l  i s  t h e  environment. He s a i d  t e s t s  have been developed f o r  each 
goa l  which a r e  adminis te red  t o  s i x t h  grade  s t u d e n t s .  

J e r r y  Toner, Governor 's  o f f i c e ,  s a i d  he thought energy conserva t ion  
was one of t h e  most impor tan t  a r e a s  today.  He b e l i e v e  t h e  educa t ion  
p a r t  belonged i n  t h e  Supe r in t enden t ' s  o f f i c e .  H e  s a i d  t h e i r  p a r t  
i s  t o  coo rd ina t e  agenc ie s ,  p rov ide  p e r t i n e n t  in format ion  and i n c r e a s e  
p u b l i c  awareness. 

Chairman Bengtson s a i d  t h e  only  b i l l  t h a t  speaks  on energy educat ion 
is  HB 204. She read  t h e  s e c t i o n .  

J e r r y  Toner s a i d  t hey  were f e a r f u l  of  d i c t a t i n g  curr iculum.  He s a i d  
i t  was p r e t t y  much up t o  t h e  Board of Education t o  determine what goes 
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  school .  

Ralph Hay s a i d  he agreed.  He s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a s t a t u t e  on t h e  books 
t h a t  has never  been implemented. It s e t s  up a conse rva t ion  s t a f f  
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  however, i t  has  never  been funded. 

Rep. Harper asked who manages t h e  upkeep o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  

Georgia Ruth Rice ,  Supt.  of  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  s a i d  they  have a 
manager f o r  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s .  However, t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s choo l s  a r e  
on a l o c a l  l e v e l .  Through t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  Montana schoo l s  we would 
l i k e  t o  e n l i g h t e n  them how t o  conserve and save  energy,  she  s a i d .  

Tom Ryan, Supt .  ' s O f f i c e ,  t o l d  of i n fo rma t iona l  meetings a group had 
once a month t o  ga in  i n p u t  i n t o  t h e  problem. H e  s a i d  i f  we educa te  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  t u r n  o f f  l i g h t s  and be energy conscious  they  w i l l  
grow up t o  be energy savers--change t h e  American way of  l i f e .  

- Ralph Hay s a i d  Fairmount Book Co. had 150 school  people  i n  from a c r o s s  
t h e  s t a t e  and then t h e s e  people  had i n d i v i d u a l  programs f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r s  
i n  t h e i r  own schools .  H e  a l s o  mentioned bus t r anspor t a t i on - - each  
school  has t h e i r  own and a t  t i m e s  t r a v e l  t h e  same road.  Obvious 
sav ings  could be had. 

Chairman Bengtson s a i d  t h e  t h i n g  t h e  committee i s  concerned wi th  is-- 
a r e  we add res s ing  t h e  problem--are we proceeding a long t h e  r i g h t  l i n e s  
now? .You people  a r e  most d i r e c t l y  involved wi th  energy educa t ion  i n  
t h e  s t a t e  of  Montana--should we be prov id ing  g u i d e l i n e s  and d i r e c t i v e s .  

Tom Ryan s a i d  he thought  t h e r e  should be a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  energy 
conse rva t ion  be encouraged i n  t h e  s choo l s .  
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Chairman Bengtson r e a d  t h e  recommendation f o r  e d u c a t i o n  from t h e  
r e p o r t  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  Advisory  Committee on Energy. 

Mrs. R i c e  s a i d  t h e y  can  and would be  g l a d  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  m a t e r i a l  
t h e  t e a c h e r s  can  use .  She s a i d  t h e  mandate mentioned i n  t h e  r e p o r t  
would be  more e f f e c t i v e  coming from t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e .  She 
f e l t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  mentioned by M r .  Ryan would g i v e  some o f  t h e  
needed awareness .  She s a i d  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  concerned and want t o  
be  s u r e  you a r e  concerned.  But s h e  s a i d  p u t t i n g  energy  i n t o  t h e  
c u r r i c u l u m  a s  a mandate i s  n o t  t h e  way t o  go. 

Rep. C u r t i s s  a sked  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  f i l m  s t r i p s  a v a i l a b l e  which c o u l d  
be used  by t h e  e x t e n s i o n  c l u b s ,  etc.  

M r s .  R i c e  s a i d  we have t h e  m a t e r i a l  and i t  i s  n o t  expensive--we have 
t o  g e t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  t o  want t o  use  i t .  She s a i d  t h e y  want  t o  s t a y  
away from s a y i n g  "You have  to !"  She f e l t  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  encouraged 
on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  and t h e n  it would b e  t a u g h t .  

J e r r y  Toner s a i d  w e  d o n ' t  have t o  spend  a  l o t  o f  money--the r e a l  
need i s  t o  g e t  t h e  s c h o o l s  and t e a c h e r s  t o  want t o  t e a c h  it. H e  
a l s o  mentioned t h a t  a  l o t  o f  energy i s  was ted  on t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
system. H e  s a i d  amending t h e  speed  law i s  up--and i f  p e o p l e  would 
o n l y  obey t h e  speed  l a w s  a s  i s  t h e y  c o u l d  s a v e  3 b i l l i o n  BTU a  y e a r  
which would f a r  s u r p a s s  a n y t h i n g  w e  c o u l d  d o  i n  t h e  way o f  e d u c a t i o n  
programs. H e  a l s o  f e l t  t h e r e  was much w a s t e  i n  t h e  h e a t i n g  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l s - - b u i l d i n g s  needed t o  be  r e t r o f i t t e d .  

M r s .  R i c e  s a i d  when a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  c runch comes t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  o f t e n  
t u r n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  and s a y  "Help us"  when t h e y  s h o u l d  be  h e l p i n g  them- 
selves. She s a i d  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  i s  g i v e n  away n o t  t a k e n  away. 
She s a i d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  might  g e t  your  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and s e n a t o r  when 
t h e y  go back home t o  push t h e i r  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t o  r e a l l y  look  
a t  t h e  problem. P e o p l e  need t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  it i s  t h e i r  s c h o o l .  
She s a i d  t h e r e  i s  6 3 7  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  Montana. 

Rod Johnson,  head of s c h o o l  bus  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  G r e a t  F a l l s ,  s a i d  
t h e y  o p e r a t e  75 buses .  H e  s a i d  w h i l e  M r s .  R ice  was s a f e t y  c o n s u l t a n t  
i n  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  O f f i c e  s h e  d e v i s e d  a  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  p u b l i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s a f e t y  and i n t e g r a t e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  sub- 

- j e c t s - - c o u l d  t h e  same b e  done f o r  ene rgy  e d u c a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h e  
b i g g e s t  g r i p e  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  i s  t o  f i n d  t i m e  t o  t e a c h .  

Rep. C u r t i s  a sked  i f  f i l m  s t r i p s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y .  

M r s .  R i c e  s a i d  we ) a r e  one o f  t h e  few s t a t e s  t h a t  have a  f i l m  l i b r a r y .  
Most f i l m  l i b r a r i e s  have been t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  because  
it i s  an  e x p e n s i v e  e f f o r t .  She s a i d  t h e y  have n o t  gone t o  f i l m  s t r i p s  
f o r  t h i s  reason--we can t e l l  where t h e y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  and it would 
c o s t  more t o  m a i l  them t h a n  t o  have a  d i s t r i c t  o r  g roup  buy them a s  
t h e y  are n o t  expens ive .  F i l m s ,  however, a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  any group 
a f t e r  t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  s e r v i c e d .  
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M r s .  Rice s a i d  t h e  r e sou rces  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  key t o  t h i s  i s  t o  g e t  
people  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  t o  p u t  some emphasis on conse rva t ion  i n  
t h e i r  schools  on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  through l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
I f  they  went t o  busing they  would save  a few c a r s  on t h e  road -- 
s a f e r  and save  energy.  

M r s .  C u r t i s s  asked i f  t h a t  would extend t h e  l i m i t  beyond where it 
is  now. 

M r s .  Rice s a i d  school  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  reimbursed beyond t h e  t h r e e  m i l e  
l i m i t ,  b u t  it i s  up t o  t h e  l o c a l  school  d i s t r i c t  i f  t hey  wish t o  
bus w i t h i n  t h i s  t h r e e  m i l e  l i m i t .  

The subcommittee decided t o  d r a f t  a r e s o l u t i o n  t o :  

Urge t h e  school  d i s t r i c t s  t o  implement p o l i c i e s  r ega rd ing  

conse rva t ion  of  energy i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  man's p r e s e n t  

l i f e  s t y l e .  

Meeting adjourned a t  9 : 5 0  a.m. 

Respec t fu l ly  submi t ted ,  

Es the r  G. ~ e n g t d n  

e a s  




