
The Committee on Highways and Tran: , [ jor ta t ion  wa:, c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  
on February  3 ,  1977,  a t  4 r 0 0  p.m. w i  i:h Chairman I>,-leth p r e s i d i n g  
and a l l  members were p r e s e n t  except- R e p r e s c n t a t ~ - : z  Hansen, who was 
excused.  

The f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s  were s c h e d u l e d  for d i s c u s s i o n  t o d a y :  483,  
HB 533, HB 6 0 1 ,  H J R  46 .  See  v i s i t c l r - ' s  1.isk.s at-l:aL?hed. 

HOUSE B I L L  ----- 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Baeth ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h i s  bi.1.1, s a i d  t h i s  b i l H  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  on r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  DeparCroent of: Highways. J i m  Eeck, 
a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Department  o f  Highways, d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  b i l l  
w i t h  t h e  commit tee .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h i s  b.i.1.1. is  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  
t h e  Washington b i l l .  T h i s  a c t  would d e f i n e  and p r o v i d e  a manner foi: 
computing t h e  amount o f  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e s  o f  l i t i g a t i o n .  

There  were no opponents .  Hear ing  c l o s e d  o n  HB 483. 

HOUSE BILT, 601 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Dorothy B r a d l e y ,  spur-lsor of t h i s  ;,ill, said h e r  
b i l l  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  p e n a l t y  f o r  speed  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  e x c e s s  of 
70 mph. She asked  f o r  one  amendment: page  1, I J n e  2 1 ,  s t r i k e  
"Bond f o r  t h i s  o f f e n s e  s h a l l  b e  $5."  

Former L t .  Governor B i l l  C h r i s t i a n s o n  appeared  a s  a  p roponen t .  
H e  handed o u t  a r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Dependence an  
Pet ro leum I m p o r t s .  H e  s a i d  h e  f e l t  t h i s  b i l l .  w i l l  h e l p  i n  t h e  
conservat i .on  of f u e l .  H e  went  i n t o  de ta i1 . s  of  t h e  volume of 
f u e l  used  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  and  impor ted ,  H e  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  75% o f  t h e  m i l e s  t r a v e l e d  i n  Montana are under t h e  
s t a t e  speed l i m i t .  There  is  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more f u e l  u s e d  for 
each  t e n  m i l e s  p e r  hour  i n c r e a s e  i n  speed  over  f i f t y .  Other  
f u e l  p r o d u c t s  c a n  be made f o r  e v e r y  ga l l -on  of  g a s  s a v e d .  

Don A l l e n ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t j ~ c  Monhna Pci v o l e u n  Associa t i .on ,  
s a i d  t h e y  e n d o r s e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  Anythin2 w e  can  ao t o  
encourage  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  f u e l  i s  good. S u p p l i e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  a n d  
w e  depend more and more on impor ted  fue l - .  



I 
A l b e r t  Golrc-,, ; ~ d n ~ l ~ ~ i ? ; t r a l  or O F  the l J . r q !  3 r  : y  !l'rz.f f j c, ; 3 f t t t y  Divjsjon,  
Depar t l~ lent  o f  CTommuni l:y A f f a i r s ,  spokc 3s a propc)r t c . _ ; l t ,  H e  handed  
o u t  a r e p o r t  which shows t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  s t a t i s t - 3 c s  w S t h  regard 
t o  d i f f e r e n t  speed l i m i t s .  Data is  i i b ~  , i a b l e  that .  i . r i l l  show t h a k  
above 6 0  mph h a s  a  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of f a t a l i t j c ; . ~ . .  S t a t i s t i c s  
showed t h a t  t:hc? death ~-%tc-? was c u t  i n  hcalf on inic:rs ta ' i ;e  h ighways  
when t h e  55 ~ n p h  was put i n t o  e f f e c t .  There  i  s d e f i n i  i e l y  more 
s a f e t y  w i t h  a  55 mph speed  l i m i t  and i n c r e a s i n g  t l ~ e  p e n a l t y  f o r  
v i o l a t i o n s  F.s suppor ted  by  oul: c l e p a r t - ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ t ~  

I n  a n s w e r  t o  a  q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  Goke s a i d  r -ha t  I - a i s i ~ s g  t h e  speed 
l i m i t  f r o m  !E5 t o  6 5  WQI,S l d I ose a 'L38 fc .l s a v i n g s  

On t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  f e d e r a l  highway funds  M r .  Goke sair'; t h a t  t h e  
g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f  ice must  c e r l i f y  t o  t h e  I. cderai I I i g ~ ~ v i a ~ i  Admi n j  stxa-- 
t i o n  e a c h  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i s  e n f o r c i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  maxjmum 
speed 1 i m i t  of 55 mph. In answer t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  Xr. G o k e  s a i d  
t h a t  no s t a t e  h a s  l o s t  f e d e r a l  funds  hr c a u s e  of  son-conpl iance, 

Rep. Randuch s u g g e s t e d  a g r a d u a t e d  scaQe of f i n e r ;  e v e r y  f i v e  mph 
o v e r  55 up t o  80.  C a p t a i n  Tooley  of the  Montana Highway P a t r o l  
s a i d  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e r e  migh t  h e  g r o u p i n g s  of v i o l a t i o n s .  
I f  t h e  p e n a l t y  is  set  on a  d o l l a r  a m i l e  exceec1i1-~cj 55 m p h ,  this 
would b e  avo ided .  

I C a p t a i n  TooPey s a i d  t h e  p a t r o l ' s  pr imary  d u t y  i s  t h e  conse rc . a t ion  
o f  human l i f e .  They s u p p o r t  t h e  passacje o f  t h i s  h i l l ,  H e  s a i d  
t o  h i s  knowledge, w e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  + h e  most l e n i e ~ i t  of a i l  sl-ates 
i n  o u r  c u r r e n t  p e n a l t i e s .  

Opponents:  
Gary W a t t ,  r e s i d e n t  of He lena ,  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  of t h i s  b i l l .  
H e  s a i d  h e  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  of p u t t i n g  speedSng p e n a l t i e s  
on h i s  l i c e n s e  and i n s u r a n c e  r e c o r d .  STis f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  i f  w e  
are g o i n g  t o  c o n s e r v e  e n e r g y ,  t h e  h o r s e  power o f  the b i g  cars 
s h o u l d  b e  changed. 

Hear ing  c l o s e d  on HB 601. A l l  r e p o r t s  on t h i s  hill a r e  marked 
E x h i b i t  4 .  

HOUSE B I L L  5 3 3  --- -- .. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o e  Brand,  c h i e f  sponsor  of t h i s  b i l l ,  said he 
i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l  on b e h a l f  of  t h e  Highway P a t r o l .  T h i s  bill 
d e f i n e s  t h e  o f f e n s e  o f  n e g l i g e n t  d r i v i n g .  T h e r e  was a v e r y  
d e f i n i t e  zone o f  law t h a t  t h e y  have n e v e r  had fo r  c a r e l e s s  a c t s  
n o t  i n v o l v i n g  speed ing .  

S g t .  S t o l l f u s s  o f  t h e  Highway P a t r o l  d i s t r i b u t e d  p i c t u r e s  of 
some i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  c a n n o t  be c i t e d  under  t h e  p r e s e n t  act. W e  
f e e l  t h e  w r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g  c h a r g e  i s  t o o  s e v e r e  b e c a u s e  it means 
5  p o i n t s  on a  l i c e n s e .   his n e g l i g e n t  d r i v i n g  c h a r g e  i s  only 2 
p o i n t s .  



I An amendment was suggest.ed: pacje 'I , secti c . i r  I ,  '! i n e s  P 2 and 3 3 .  
S t r i k e  " s o  as  t o  enc2anger t h e  pl-opr*:*i:y o r  1 i i c : :  r i a :  I . i m b  o f  any 
p e r s o n " ,  

There  were no opponents .  The p i c t ~ ~ i - c s  a r c  marl;cci J4:xhibit S, 

Hear ing  c l o s e d  on House B i l l  5 3 3 -  

HOUSE JOIM'T RESOLUTTON 4 6 --- .-- 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Harper ,  c h i e f  sponso L: of t h i s  b< i I., exp;# c ' 1 i ) ~ r ~ d  t h e  
background on t h e  bikeway s t u d y  thai: was provided f o r  d u r i a y  t h e  
l a s t  s e s s i o n .  The Department of  H? ,:hways w a s  f s~~pposed  -to rri:udy 
and s tar t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  bikeways,  I t  was s ta i -cd  t h a t  the 
Department o f  Highways did n o t  accomplish th.i.s i -:cause it m s  
u n c l e a r  a s  t o  whether  t h e y  had j u s t  i . f j -cat ion t~ r,nil.d h i k e ~ m y s  
because  t h e y  were  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  , lu thor ized  t r ~  c o n d u c t  a s t u d y  
under  t h a t  bill, That  d e p a r t m e n t  would w e l c o m e  a s t u d y  that- 
would clear t h e  way f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o r l  o f  t h e s e  bikeways-  

Under H J R  4 6 ,  t h e  Department o f  Comn~unity A f f a i r s  would be  
r e q u e s t e d  t o  conduc t  a n  i n t e r i m  bikeway s tudy .  

I C h a r l i e  P o o l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  commission on local .  cjc~vernment said  
t h e r e  i s  much concern  a b o u t  bikeways.  T h i s  s t n d y  would da a 
s u r v e y  on what  t h e  b i c y c l i s t s  w a n t ,  More and moxe bicg?cles  a r e  
b e i n g  purchased  and used.  

Mae E l l i n g s o n  o f  t h e  Montana Study Lobby s a i d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  
v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  any bikeways a s  yet. A 
l a r g e  number o f  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  d o  n o t  have cars and use 
b i k e s .  W e  urge t h a t  you s u p p o r t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  

A l b e r t  Goke, a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  Highway T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  D i v i s i o n ,  
Department of C o m m u n i t y  Affairs, spoke as a proponent .  He said 
he had s t a f f  t o  perform t h i s  s t u d y  and he  b e l i e v e s  h e  can 
g e n e r a t e  f e d e r a l  funds  t o  d o  it. I I e  feels $15,000 a year would 
accompl ish  it. 

Rep. Harper  l i s t e d  a f e w  examples o f  what t h e  su rvey  m i g h t  c o v e r ,  
The outcome o f  t h i s  s t u d y  would be  n series of recommendatPons for 
an immediate  p l a n  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

There  w e r e  no  opponents .  Hear ing  c l o s e d  on BJR 46 .  



. . , I  - 

EXECIJ'J'TVE S l5SS TON -----.-- - ---- 

HOlJSE J O I N T  REt;:tJiJLU'I'.!.ON 4 6 ----. ---- 

Rep. Mular made a motion t o  DO PASS, Rep* Kanduch seconded i t .  
Ten vo ted  y e s  wi th  Rep. P i s t o r i a  aoc4 Rep, Wood vof~ing n o .  Rep. 
Hansen was excused.  

HOUSE BILL 4 8 3  - .--.- - 

Rep. Xropp moved DO PASS. Rep. Mu. 1 dr seconded j t. It was 
unanimously passed .  Rep. Hansen w a s  excused,  

HOUSE BIL,P, 5 3 3  

I Rep. Wood m a d e  motion f o r  t h e  fo l lowing  amendment: S t r i k e  " s o  
a s  t o  endanger t h e  p r o p e r t y  o r  l i f e  o r  l i m b  of any person".  
Rep. O'Keefe seconded it. It was ~ i n a n i m o u s l y  pas sed ,  Rep. 13ansen 
w a s  excused.  

Rep. Keyser made a motion A S  AMENDED, DO PASS, Rep. Kanduch 
seconded it. It was unanimously passed.  Rep. Hansen was excused, 

HOUSE BILL 6 0 1  

Rep. Mular made a motion DO NOT PASS. Rep. Kropp seconded i t .  
Nine voted yes  w i t h  Rep. T r o p i l a ,  Keyser and Kanduch vo t ing  no .  
Motion c a r r i e d .  Rep. Bansen excused. 

Rep. T r o p i l a  made a motion t o  adjourn.  Rep. Mul-ar seconded ;I. 
Meeting adjourned a t  5:50 p.m. 

k l l i a m  R. Bae th ,  Chairman 




