
FISH A3D GAME COFLMITTEE 

February 3 ,  1977  

The meeting was called t o  o r d e r  a t  1 1 : l O  a . m . ,  wi th  EiZk menhers 
p r e s e n t  excep t  Reps, E l l i s  and E l l f s o n ,  who were excused. 

House b i l l  510 was discussed .  Rep. Barrett expla ined  t h e  b i l l  
because t h e  c h i e f  sponsor ,  Rep. E l l i s ,  was excused. The b i l l  
allows bow and arrow hunt ing of game animals  r a t h e r  t han  just 
cieer, a n t e l o p e  and e l k .  The b i l l  a l lows  t h e  C o m i s s i o n  t o  set 
t h e  season and L i m i t s  j u s t  as they now Qo f o r  o t h e r  seasons. 

Bob Savacje, J e r r y  Xarsky, B i l l  Asher, Wes Woodgerd, R. M. Burger 
and J e n n i f e r  Cote t e s t i f i e d  i n  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  Tag R i t t e l  
and Ralph Eolrnan t e s t i f i e d  i n  oppos i t ion .  T h e i r  s t a t emen t s  
are a t tached .  

Rep. Barrctt closed by saying he has no o b j e c t i o n  t o  p u t t i n g  i n  
a p rov i s ion  t o  guaran tee  t h a t  12-year-016s have sorm kind o f  
competency c e r t i f i c a t e .  After some d i s c u s s i o n ,  John flollow was 
asked t o  check on t h e  law rega rd ing  crossbow hunt ing.  

house 3 i l l  568 was d i scussed  next .  Rep. Waldron, c h i e f  sponsor ,  
said a migra tory  waterfowl stamp would be issued f o r  game birds. 
The change i n  shown i n  t h e  bill on page 1 3 ,  s t a r t i n g  wi th  l i n e  
1'3. The purpose i s  t o  purchase  wet lands  and manage then1 with  
the fees from t h i s  stamp. 

J e n n i f e r  Cote s u b ~ i t t e d  prepared testimony i n  suppor t  of the 
b i l l  and suggested an t o  s a y  t h e  l i c e n s e  i s  for persons  r 
over t h e  age of 16. W e s  Woodgerd and F, M. Burger t e s t i f i e d  i n  
suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l .  M r .  Woodgerd s a i d  he had no o b j e c t i o n  t o  
auding l e a s i n g  as w e l l  a s  buying t h e  lands .  

Sena te  B i l l  47 was discussed .  The sponsor ,  Sena tor  Rober t s ,  
O J ~ S  not p r e s e n t .  i 4 r .  Mes Woodyerd s a i d  this b i l l  would classify 
t h e  bobcat as a fur -bear ing  animal. The bobcat  i s  i n  t r o u b l e  
a l l  over t h e  west because of the high  p r i c e  of his fur. It i s  
the only s p o t t e d  c a t  f u r  i n  w o r l d  t r a d e  and t h e  p r i c e s  are very 
high--allnost $500 a p e l t .  Th i s  cat i s  n o t  hard t o  t r a p  and 
k i l l .  The p r e s s u r e  i s  g r e a t  and they  should he p r o t e c t e d .  The 
b i l l  was supported i n  t h e  Senate  by the Nontana Houndsnen and  
t he  Montanz Trappers  Assoc ia t ions .  Ralph Nolman and F. I i .  
Burger t e s t i f i e d  i n  suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

The Cornnittee went i n t o  execu t ive  s e s s i o n .  The Chairman appointed 
a subcommittee on House B i l l  181. The Chairnan is  Rep. Conroy, 
Reps. Cll- ison and Eaeth are rn~r~ber s .  

Rep .  nae th  rnoved t o  adopt  the a t t a c h e d  mendmerits t o  House B i l l  
299 .  The notion passed unanimously ( 2  absent). Rep. B a r r e t t  
t h e n  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  DO PASS AS N4EiJDED. The  motion passed 
0-1 (!:auuel voted no, E l l i s  and ~ l l i s o n  were a b s e n t ) .  

There being no f u r t h e r  bus ines s ,  t h e  m e t i n g  adjourned a t  12:lO p.m. 

-- - -- 
JOIfF? B . STAIGHILLER, Chairman 
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I - ,  i ac  n i ~ c i i r ~ ~  # ~ 5  cal le l i  to oruer a t  1 1 : l O  a.m., w i t h  a l l  members 
present except Xep. Conroy, who was excuseG. 

iicjuse 3 i i l  6 2 1  was uiscusseu first. Rep. Cox, c h i e f  sponsor, 
s u b m i t t e d  the ~ittacheci ~nendrnents .  She s a i d  the bill wes requestet i  
by. t h e  s;ir;riff i l l  i , ivin9stou. I t  i s  k~esicjned to provide f i n a n c i a l  
r:cinbursexlent to s h e r i f f ' s  c l e ~ a r t c i c n t s  engage2 i n  search and 
rescue f o r  10s t i-iilr~t@rS and f ishernien. 

P roponen t s  were: ded doodgerd, Carl Smith, Ralph Bolnan and 
A. Z. Uonnarens. The i r  testimony is attached. 

I n  c los inq ,  3 e ~ .  C o x  said she Add no objec t io i?~  t o  a inenr i in~ t h e  
1 The i n t e n t  bras t i la t  t h e  money should come from a11 conaerva- 
t i o n  l i c c n s e s  anii ak>9ly t c j  a11 h u n t c r s  and E i s h ~ m e n .  

The Chai rdzn  appointed X s g s .  Tropi la ,  E l l i s  and Courtnay es a 
s & c o i m d t t e e  t o  prepare a:aenZ;nents to the b i l l .  

Senate 1 3 i l l  1 4 8  w a s  &iscusseil next, Senator idartien, c h i e f  snonsor,  
said the ! s i l l  wolrld p r o h i t l i t  harassin.2 wildlife v i t h  v ~ h i c l e s .  
Proponenr;~ were Ralph Iiolman and twes WooCyercl. r 4 r .  Xood?erd ' s 
testi:;zony is attachez. 

i'ht. 2hair;rian a:~pointe(Z 3eps. Johnston, i l l i s o n  and Seifert tc 
coz'bine "cilis b i l l  w i t h  i-GiiSt= >ill 2 9 9 ,  which deals with t h e  same 
s u b j e c t .  

The ~Zo~~-niLtae went into execut ive sess ion .  

f 7 %  Re>.  ' ; i~rr~t t  xoved t i t a t  Sena t c  sill 47 E.5 CCOIJCT_TRi?ZD 1;;. Llte inotion 
9assed with 9 vo t ing  yes ,  Repc Tropi la  voting no, and R e p .  Conroy 
S?X ~ i i 6  ~ d .  

R e p .  E a e t h  riloved t h a t  IJousc g i l l  3 3 3  DO PASS. Rep. Z l l i so i?  ssked 
for  more t i n e  t o  :?repare amendnents, and 2ep.  Bae th  t r i t h d r e w  his 
:rlotion an2  ma.3e zno ther  inotion to pass this f ill f o r  t h e  i!;:r. The 
motion passed u n a n i ~ ~ ~ a u s l y  . 
Rep. X l l i s  lnoveci t h a t  i,ousc B i l l  510 DO PASS. P.ep. C a r r e t t  oaici 
there ?i10;ll12 bc ar; ilmerndsent t o  p i q e  .? , i i n e  2 2  "or I-.oor znli arrow 
if applicable." Rep. Baeth made a substitute motion t h a t  the bill 
30 IJOT 3 F S S .  T h e  ii~otion Tailec? 3-; (Yes - Reps. S t a i ~ ~ ~ i i i l l ~ r ,  
3aeth,  Johnston, Manuel, Lllison; No - Reps. Courtney, Tropila, 
Uarrett ,  E l l i s ,  S e i f e r t )  . A f t c r  d i s cus s ion ,  the c ~ r r m i t t c e  dccided 
tc hcld t h i s  b i l l  until Thursday, 

T h e  Ghafkr3an submitted a r e s o l u t i o n  t o  prevent t h e  federal governncnt 
frorri -:aL,i,lcj a ~ ; r i z z l y  ixa r  rafirjc, Xep. .3acth r:cvc:Jc to aLopt it as  
a comr.iittee r e so lu t ion .  The not ion passed unaniaously .  

There being no f u r t h e r  business ,  the meeting adjourned a t  1 2 :  05 2.x.. 




