
January  31, 1977 

The N a t u r a l  Resources Committee convened on January 31, 1977, a t  1 0  
a.m. i n  room 437, w i t h  Chairman Shelden p r e s i d i n g  and a l l  members 
p r e s e n t  f o r  a hea r ing  on t h e  fo l lowing  b i l l s .  

HB 204  REP. MELOY, t h e  b i l l ' s  c h i e f  sponsor ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would 
e s t a b l i s h  an o f f i c e  of energy and r e sou rce  p o l i c y  (ERPO) 
w i t h i n  t h e  gove rno r ' s  o f f i c e .  T h i s  o f f i c e  would be  a 

c o l l e c t i n g  p l a c e  f o r  i n fo rma t ion  d e a l i n g  w i t h  energy and would pro- 
v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  and recommendations t o  o t h e r  agenc ie s  and t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  governor p l a n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  o f f i c e  by 
execu t ive  o r d e r  and h a s  inc luded  it i n  h i s  budget  r e q u e s t .  Because 
of  t h i s  he d i d  n o t  know why t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 3 7 , 0 0 0  w a s  r eques t ed  i n  
t h e  f i s c a l  no t e .  Rep. Meloy f e l t  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  a very  impor tan t  
o f f i c e ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  should be making t h e  d e c i s i o n  on it r a t h e r  
than  t h e  governor--governors change and so do e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r s .  

RON ERICRSON, C i t i z e n s '  Advisory Committee on Energy, spoke i n  suppor t .  
H e  s a i d  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  and l ead ing  reco~mendat i -on  made by t h e i r  
group. H e  sugges ted  an amendment which would add an a l t e r n a t i v e  
e n e r g y ' s e c t i o n  under s e c t i o n  5,  and ano the r  new s e c t i o n  t o  a s s u r e  
t h a t  a  mechanism f o r  c i t i z e n  i n p u t  and adv ice  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  i s  c r e a t e d .  
Th i s  is  e x h i b i t  1. 

PAT SMITH, Northern P l a i n s  Resource Counci l ,  s a i d  h i s  group s u p p o r t s  
t h e  b i l l  and a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  energy should be i nc luded  i n  

I t h i s  o f f i c e .  

PHIL TAWNEY, Environmental In format ion  Cen te r ,  s a i d  t h e y  s t r o n g l y  1 
suppor t  t h i s  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  a l l  you need t o  do  i s  t o  t a k e  a look  a t  
what i s  happening i n  t h e  Eas t .  To emphasize t h e  p o i n t  he  mentioned 
a comment from a speech hy Kenneth Bowling of Colorado t h a t  peonle  
should be  r eady  t o  be  shc.cked about  d e c i s i o n s  we w i l l  have t o  make 
i n  r e g a r d  t o  energy.  

1 
I 

Claudia  Meloy s igned  as suppor t ing  t h i s  b i l l ,  e x h i b i t  2. 

R e p .  Meloy s a i d  he  had n o t  o b j e c t i o n  t o  M r .  E r i c k s o n ' s  amendment 
adding a l t e r n a t i v e  energy i f  t h e y  f e l t  it was n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  enough 
l i s t e d .  

During q u e s t i o n s  it was brought  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  would do away w i t h  t h e  
d u p l i c a t i o n  of  r e p o r t s .  Rep. Meloy s a i d  t h e  EQC would no  l onge r  be -I 

an o v e r s e e r  o f  MEPA b u t  would con t inue  t o  be  an  environmental  adv isory  . I 
arm t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  both  du r ing  and between s e s s i o n s .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  
energy o f f i c e  would n o t  be a  supe rv i so ry  one--only a  c o o r d i n a t i n g  
agency. 

HB 329 REP. KESSLER, t h e  c h i e f  sponsor ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would p r o h i b i t  
hun t ing  g r i z z l y  b e a r s  f o r  pu re  spor t - - they  could  be  hunted 
and k i l l e d  only  when human l i v e s  o r  l i v e s t o c k  a r e  endangered. I 

He s a i d  g r i z z l y  bea r s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  an  endangered s p e c i e s  b u t  a r e  
s t i l l  be ing  hunted i n  Montana. i 
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JOE CROSSWHITE, r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f ,  spoke a s  a n  opponent.  He s a i d  he 

I owned 4 0  t imbered acres n e a r  t h e  Canadian b o r d e r  which never  had a  
g r i z z l y  u n t i l  l a s t  year .  He s a i d  he d i d n ' t  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
b e a r  i s  an endangered spec i e s - - r a the r  t hey  are i n c r e a s i n g  i n  nilmber. 
H e  f e l t  a permi t  quota  f o r  hunt ing  was good as  t h e  s h o o t i n g  made them 
wary a6d f e a r f u l  of men. He mentioned t h e  "Gyfer  G r i z z l y "  who 
wrecked havoc on a number o f  cab ins  i n  t h e  Gyfer  Creek a r e a .  

GAYLE JOSLIN, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Border G r i z z l y  P r o j e c t ,  opposed t h e  
b i l l .  A copy o f  he r  w r i t t e n  tes t imony is e x h i b i t  3 .  

TAY RITTEL, Montana O u t f i t t e r s  and Guides A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke n e x t  i n  
o p p o s i t i o n .  He f e l t  t h e  hunt ing  season should  be  k e p t  open. H e  s a i d  
t hey  see more g r i z z l y  now t h e n  they  d i d  i n  y e a r s  back.  

KENNETH R. GREER, spoke nex t  i n  opposi-ti-on t o  t h e  hil.1, A copy o f  
h i s  tes t imony i s  e x h i b i t  4 *  

JOHN CRAIGHEAD, P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i ~ e r s ~ t y  of Montana, spoke nex t  
i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  He s a i d  t h e  bea r  popula t ion  h a s  d e c l i n e d  b u t  n o t  
i n  t h e  Bob Marshal l  a r e a .  H e  f e l t  t h e  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  humans 
has  ca-used t h e  b e a r  t o  become "man c o n d i t i o n e d , "  He s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  
many t h i n g s  about  t h e  bea r  t h a t  we s t i l l  d o n ' t  know. He f e l t  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a moratorium on hun t ing ,  management w i t h  a quo ta  set would be  
a  b e t t e r  way. 

FLETCHER NEWBY, F i sh  and Game, spoke about  t h e  "Geyfer Creek" g r i z z l y .  
I H e  s a i d  h e  went through f o u r  c a b i n s ,  t h e  r a n g e r s  t r apped  and removed 

him, h e  r e t u r n e d  and went through t h e  same f o u r  c a b i n s  and more. 
The c a b i n s  w e r e  unoccupied and t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  r ead  t h a t  a  g r i z z l y  
b e a r  can  be  des t royed  on ly  i f  l i f e  i s  endangered.  Someone else s h o t  
him. H e  s a i d  t h i s  b e a r  caused a l o t  of people  a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  and 
t h i s  b i l l  i f  it became l a w  could  cause  more o f  t h i s  k ind  of t h ing .  

PHIL TAWNEY, Environmental  Informat ion Cen te r ,  f e l t  t h i s  was a habi- 
t a t  ques t ion .  The q u e s t i o n  be ing  whether w e  are go ing  t o  be  a b l e  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h a b i t a t  and i f  w e  d o n ' t  t h e  b e a r  w i l l  l o s e  o u t .  H e  
f e l t  t h e  g r i z z l y  b e a r  w a s  an i n d i c a t o r  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  o u r  
n a t u r a l  resources .  

HB 311 REP. HAPSER, t h e  b i l l ' s  ch i e f  sponsor ,  s a i d  he c o u l d n ' t  
t a k e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  b i l l  a s  it w a s  t h e  i d e a  o f  one o f  h i s  
c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  hut he whole h e a r t e d l y  endorsed t h e  i d e a  of  

p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  ghos t  towns which a r e  a  l egacy  from t h e  p a s t .  He s a i d  
t h e  demand f o r  weathered wood is  caus ing  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e s e  s i tes  t o  
be t o r n  down. H e  a l s o  f e l t  p rope r ty  t a x e s  might  cause  some owners 
t o  t e a r  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  down. This b i l l  would se t  up a  system 
whereby t e n  a r e a s  t h a t  meet t h e  c r i t e r i a  can be  i d e n t i f i e d  and set  
up i n t o  a  system of g h o s t  towns and p re se rved .  Any a r e a  s o  des igna t ed  
w i l l  be  exempt from p r o p e r t y  t axes .  



Natu ra l  Resource Committee--January 31, 1977--page 3 

I 
AL THOMPSON, Montana H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  s a i d  t hey  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  
and urge  i t s  passage.  H e  s a i d  ghos t  towns a r e  a  unique h i s t o r i c  
r e sou rce  and a s  such deserve  a s p e c i a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  system. H e  s a i d  
ghos t  towns a r e  r a p i d l y  d i sappea r ing  and a s  a  consequence, l ook ing  
ahead 15 t o  20 y e a r s ,  w e  w i l l  be  g l a d  t o  have e s t a b l i s h e d  such a 
program. 

RALPH HENRY, a r e t i r e d  t e a c h e r  and a u t h o r  o f  s e v e r a l  Montana books, 
spoke n e x t  i n  suppor t .  He s a i d  t r a d i t i o n  i s  impor tan t  and t h i s  b i l l  
should be impor tan t .  H e  s a i d  a  ghos t  town i s  something l i k e  a  g r i z z l y  
bear--when i t s  gone i t s  gone--there are no more. 

Rep. Harper s a i d  t hey  had asked f o r  $25,000 t o  fund t h i s  e f f o r t .  

There was a good d e a l  of i n t e r e s t  shown by t h e  committee f o r  t h i s  
b i l l .  

HB 484  REP. NATIIE, t h e  b i l l ' s  cchef sponso r ,  s a i d  back i n  1970 a 
H J R  funded and implemented a s p e c i a l  s t a t e  Rangeland S t e e r i n g  
Committee. Rep, Nathe se rved  on t h i s  committee. The com- 

mittee working through t h e  DNR developed t h e  rangeland r e s o u r c e s  
program. T h i s  b i l l  would e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  program on a more permanent 
b a s i s .  

PETER JACKSON, r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f ,  s a i d  he  was a l s o  one o f  t h e  group 
t h a t  developed t h i s  program. He s a i d  t h i s  program i d e n t i f i e d  range- 
l and  a s  a r e s o u r c e  and t h a t  70% o f  Montana's l a n d  i s  rangeland.  He 
s a i d  s i x  o t h e r  s t a t e s  have copied t h e  program. 

P. HACKER, Department of N a t u r a l  Resources,  spoke i n  suppor t  of t h e  
b i l l .  1 

BOB BIGGERSTAFF, Montana Assoc ia t ion  o f  Conservat ion D i s t r i c t s ,  s a i d  
h i s  people  endorse  t h i s  b i l l .  

Rep. PJathe s a i d  t h i s  program a s  it now s t a n d s  could  be t e rmina t ed  
a t  any t i m e  which i s  why they  would l i k e  t o  make it s t a t u t o r y .  H e  
s a i d  rangeland i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  economy i n  t h e  s tate .  

During q u e s t i o n s  Rep. Hurwitz asked where t h e  stockgrowers and o t h e r  
ranching  i n t e r e s t s  were--why n o t  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  b i l l . ?  Rep. Nathe 
s a i d  t h e  b i l l  has t h e  whole hea r t ed  suppor t  o f  t h e  s tock  growers and 
o t h e r  farm groups--they had i n p u t  i n t o  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  it. R e p .  Nathe 
s a i d  t hey  were n o t  a sk ing  f o r  more money b u t  ask ing  f o r  s t a t u t o r y  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Chairman Shelden c l o s e d  t h e  hea r ing  and opened t h e  meeting t o  execu- 
t i v e  a c t i o n  on t h e  b i l l s  heard.  
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HOUSE BILL 204 
1 

Rep. ~ u i l i - c i  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  do pas s .  Rep. Cooney made a  motion 
t o  amend on page 4 ,  s e c t i o n  5 ,  fo l lowing  l i n e  16,  t o  i n s e r t  a new 
subsecti .on ( 9 )  t o  r ead  as  fo l lows:  "develop an a f f i r m a t i v e  program 
t o  encourage ongoing and f u t u r e  development of  renewable energy 
kechnologies"  and renumber s u b s e c t i o n s  fol lowing.  Rep. Q u i l i c i  f e l t  

t h i s  was a l r e a d y  taken  c a r e  o f  i n  t h e  b i l l .  Ques t ion  was ca l - led  and 
a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  t aken  on t h e  motion t o  amend -- 11 v o t e d  no,  5 yes  
(Cooney, F r a t e s ,  Huennekens, Kessler, Metca l f )  and 1 a b s e n t  (Harper ) .  
Rep. H u ~ w i t z  seconded Rep. Q u i l i c i ' s  lnotion of  do p a s s .  Motion 
c a r r i e d  w i t h  15 y e s ,  1 no ( C u r t i s s )  and 1 a b s e n t  (Ba rpe r ) .  

HOUSE BILL 311 

Rep. Metcalf  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  do pas s .  Rep. Harper moved a 
s u b s t i t u t e  motion o f  pas s  f o r  t h e  day. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

HOUSE BILL 484 

I Rep. Cox moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  do pass .  Rep. H u m i t z  seconded t h e  
motion. Rep. Nathe s a i d  he had expected Ted Downey o f  t h e  DNR t o  
appear  and o f f e r  an amendment t o  t h e  b i l l  because a  n o n s t a t u t o r y  
body would be appo in t ing  a  s t a t u t o r y  committee. S ince  M r .  Doney 
w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  he asked i f  he  could  check t h i s  o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  b i l l  
w a s  moved o u t  of  committee. Rep. Metcalf  moved a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion 
of p a s s  f o r  t h e  day. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

HOUSE BILL 329 

Rep. K e s s l e r  s a i d  s i n c e  t h e  e x p e r t s  who should  know a b o u t  g r i z z l i e s  
f e l t  t h i s  b i l l  t o  be a bad one,  he would move do n o t  p a s s  on HB 329. 
Rep. H u m i t z  seconded t h e  motion. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned a t  12:30 p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b n i t t e d ,  

e a s  




