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LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS: 

A meeting of  t h e  Mouse Labor and Employment R e l a t i o n s  Committee was 
he ld  on F r iday ,  January 2 8 ,  1977 a t  3 :00  p.m. i n  Room 428A of t h e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  A l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

The f i r s t  p a r t  of  t h e  meet ing was devoted t o  e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  on 
b i l l s  a l r e a d y  heard.  The f i r s t  b i l l  s o  cons ide red  was HOUSE BILL 
290. Rep. Baeth moved, Rep. P o r t e r  seconded, t h a t  it DO PASS. 
Ques t ion  w a s  c a l l e d  f o r  and t h e  motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Concerning HOUSE BILL 239 - t h e  sponsor R e p .  Brand withdrew h i s  amend- 
ment and moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  DO PASS, Rep. P o r t e r  seconded t h i s  mo- 
t i o n .  Rep. E l l e r d ,  who was n o t  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  meet- 
i ng ,  had l e f t  a  v o t i n g  p a i r  w i th  a "no" v o t e ;  R e p .  W i l l i a m s  pa i r ed  h i s  - 
"aye" v o t e  w i t h  it, and t h e  motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  Rep. E l l e r d ' s  "no" 
being t h e  on ly  opposing v o t e .  

HOUSE BILL 75 - I t  had been confirmed t h a t  t h e  Rules Committee would 
n o t  a l l ow a r e p e a l e r  t o  be  amended, Vice-Chairman Wj,-l iams suggested 
t h a t  a committee b i l l  be  d r a f t e d .  Discuss ion  fo l lowed.  A s t r a w  v o t e  
was t aken  on who would be  a g a i n s t  making a  committee b i l l .  F i v e  mem- 
b e r s  were opposed. Rep. Teague then moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  DO NOT PASS. 
Rep. Baeth seconded t h i s  motion; motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  Reps. Wyrick, 
P o r t e r ,  S i v e r t s e n ,  Turner  and E l l e r d  opposed. Rep. Will iams then  
moved, Rep. Kanduch seconded, t h a t  a  committee b i l l  be d r a f t e d .  Mo- 
t i o n  c a r r i e d  w i t h  Rep. Turner opposed. Rep. Brand brought  up t h e  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  HB 7 5  be  k e p t  i n  committee u n t i l  a c t i o n  was taken  on t h e  
committee b i l l .    is cuss ion fol lowed.  

The chairman informed t h e  committee t h a t  HOUSE B I L L  3 4 6 ,  which had been 
scheduled f o r  hea r ing  on t h i s  d a t e ,  had been moved from t h e  Labor Com- 
m i t t e e  t o  a  s e l e c t  committee, on t h e  f l o o r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  meet ing.  
This  had been wi thou t  t h e  Chairman's knowledge o r  approval .  However, 
t h i s  a c t i o n  had been c l e a r e d  w i t h  t h e  select commit tee ' s  chairman, 
and t h e  house m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r  had made t h e  motion t o  r e r e f e r  t h e  b i l l .  

Reps. Lynch, Kanduch and S i v e r t s e n  were appoin ted  t o  t h e  subcommittee 
t o  s tudy  HE3 75. 

HOUSE B I L L  420 was then  heard.  Rep. Harper w a s  c h i e f  sponsor .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  Montana i s  t h e  on ly  s t a t e  i n  t h e  union which 
d o e s n ' t  make p a r t i a l  payments f o r  unemployment. P r e s e n t l y  a c l a iman t  
can work 12 hours  p e r  week. An i n c e n t i v e  should be provided f o r  p a r t -  
t i m e  work. T h i s  b i l l  would change t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t o t a l  unemployment. 
Some s l i g h t  amendments were submit ted,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  would 
work more smoothly. The b i l l  was by r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  Dept. of Labor. 
Harold Kansier  t hen  expla ined  t h a t  Depar tment ' s  view. H e  f e e l s  t h a t  
t h e r e  would be  some sav ing  t o  t h e  t r u s t  fund under  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n .  A 
f i s c a l  n o t e  worksheet  was passed o u t ,  a long  w i t h  an example of  what 
e f f e c t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  amended would have on a  c l a iman t .  Rep. 
P o l l y  Holmes t h e n  spoke i n  f avo r  of t h e  b i l l .  She r e a d  a  p o r t i o n  of 
a  l e t t e r  from a  c o n s t i t u e n t  whose unemployment b e n e f i t s  pa id  more than  
he r  pa r t - t ime  wages o f f e r e d .  She f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would h e l p  i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  l i k e  t h i s  one.  S t eve  Harper t hen  spoke a s  a  proponent.  
Under t h e  p r e s e n t  l a w ,  one can work up t o  12 hour s  p e r  week, and over  
t h a t  one would l o s e  a l l  of t h e i r  weekly b e n e f i t s .  Under t h i s  b i l l  it 
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s t a r t s  w i t h  a c u t - o f f  a t  1 / 4  of  t h e  weekly b e n e f i t  and a f t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a 50% r e d u c t i o n .  There  i s  more i n c e n t i v e  t o  work o v e r  12  h o u r s  t h i s  
way. Unemployment b e n e f i t s  are t a x - f r e e ,  b u t  i f  t h e  c l a i m a n t  w e r e  work- 
i n g  p a r t - t i m e  h e  would b e  pay ing  t a x e s  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e .  Chad Smith ,  re- 
p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Unemployment Comp. Advisors ,  I n c . ,  t h e n  spoke,  s t a t i n g  
t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  h a s  been a c c e p t e d  i n  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y  o t h e r  s t a t e  
i n  t h e  u n i o n .  The b i l l  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a l s o ,  because  it i n c l u d e s  a  
p o r t i o n  t h a t  i s  t o  r e p l a c e  a  d e l e t i o n  t h a t  HOUSE BILL 331  w i l l  c a u s e .  
There  w e r e  no  o t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s ,  

J i m  Murry, e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Montana S t a t e  AFL-CIO t h e n  rose 
as n e i t h e r  a p r o p o n e n t  n o r  a n  opponent .  Some employers  have used  t h e  
12-hour l i m i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  keep good employees on year-round by g i v i n g  
them 1 2  h o u r s '  o f  work when t h e  work i s  slow. P e o p l e  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  i n -  
come b r a c k e t s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  p e n a l i z e d  t o  some d e g r e e .  His main con- 
c e r n  i s  t h a t  t h i s  may encourage  employers  t o  work p e o p l e  1 6  o r  17 h o u r s  
and as  a r e s u l t  t h e r e  may b e  fewer  p e o p l e  working i n  t h e  w i n t e r  months. , 

One p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  migh t  b e  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  wage b a s e  from 1 1/2 
t i m e s  t o  2 t i m e s  t h e  weekly b e n e f i t  amount. Q u e s t i o n s  were t h e n  asked .  
Rep. Kanduch e x p r e s s e d  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  s h o u l d  p e r t a i n  t o  
low-income p e o p l e .  S t e v e  Harper  t h e n  spoke on J i m  M u r r y a s  proposed 
change.  The c l a i m a n t  under  t h i s  change would b e  p r a c t i c a l l y  f u l l - t i m e  
employed. The s p o n s o r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  
b i l l ,  Montana would b e  p l a c e d  n e a r  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s c a l e  a s  f a r  a s  
o t h e r  s t a t e s  g o .  The h e a r i n g  was t h e n  c l o s e d .  

HOUSE BILL 241, sponsored  by Rep. D a s s i n g e r ,  w a s  t h e n  opened f o r  h e a r i n g .  
T h i s  b i l l  would p u t  Montana law i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
P r o c e d u r e s  A c t .  There  b e i n g  no further p r o p o n e n t s  and no opponen t s ,  
t h e  committee p roceeded  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s .  F r e d  E a r r e t t ,  Employment 
S e c u r i t y  D i v i s i o n ,  was a v a i l a b l e  and h e l p e d  answer  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  

Rep. Lynch moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 241 DO PASS. Rep. D a s s i n g e r  seconded 
t h e  mot ion;  mot ion  c a r r i e d .  

Rep. Lynch moved t h a t  a c t i o n  on HOUSE BILL 420 b e  d e f e r r e d  f o r  t h e  day.  
H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  changing t h e  b a s e .  Rep. Bae th  seconded 
t h e  mot ion;  mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Meeting w a s  adjourned. 
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