
J a n u a r y  2'7, 1977 

The subcommi t t ee  on E x t r a c t i o n  and  C o n v e r s i o n  m e t  a t  10 : lO a.m. i n  
room 437 on J a n u a r y  27 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  w i t h  Chairman Kessler p r e s i d i n g  a n d  

d Reps. E r n s t ,  Cox, H a r p e r  a n d  M e t c a l f  p r e s e n t .  S a r a h  I g n a t i u s  and  
Sharon S u l l i v a n  o f  N o r t h e r n  P l a i n s  Resource  C o u n c i l  a n d  Bob K i e s l i n g  
o f  t h e  E I C  w e r e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  g u e s t s .  A l so  p r e s e n t  was Doug Downey, 
Russ P l a t h  a n d  Debbie  Schmid t ,  r e s e a r c h  a i d s ;  and  f o r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
m e e t i n g  Rep. B u r n e t t  and Rep. S h e l d e n .  

The subcommi t t ee  d e c i d e d  t o  i n v i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Coa l  
C o u n c i l ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  g e o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  N o r t h e r n  P l a i n s  
Resource  C o u n c i l  and  Sonny Hanson o f  t h e  Montana T e c h n i c a l  C o u n c i l  
t o  s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  what t h e y  t h i n k  s h o u l d  b e  i n  o u r  e n e r g y  
p o l i c y .  - 

I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  c o p i e s  o f  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
subcommit tee  p o l i c y  recommendat ion b e  matched  up  and  s t u d i e d  so some 
o f  t h i s  work c a n  g o  on s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  

The subcommi t t ee  came up w i t h  1 0  p r o p o s a l s  which a r e  a t t a c h e d .  

Meet ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 2  noon. 
I 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

- 
d e r a l d  ~ e s s l e r ,  ' cha i rman 

/ 

e a s  



SUBCOMMITTEE PROPOSALS 

1 ,  1. ' ~ ' i ~ ~ i t  1 1 0  mor-e 1 . e a s i l r y  r;hould taki-! place u r l t i l  - t hey  get.  t h c i l :  ac:i- 
t o g e t h e r  and, w e  can  g e t  o u r  icc-.t t o g e t h e r .  

2 .  The D c p a r t x e n t  of S t a t e  Larlds : ; 1 1 ~ , ?  1 adop t  rules aijd rcgulat ior : : :  
f o r  p o l i c y i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  i n c l u d i n q  a s  a minimain s u i t a b i l  j t y  and  
u n s u i t a b i l i t y  c r i t c r i  a .  

3. The s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a c t i n g  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
o f  Montana recommends t h a t  t h e r e  he  no  more f e d e r a l  coa l  l e a s -  
i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h i s  t ime u n t i l  the federal go\rc.r-nmt?nt 
d e f i n e s  t h e i r  c o a l  p o l i c y .  

The  S t a t e  Lands Department  i s  t o  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e  t h e  select ive 
d e n i a l  c r i t e r i a  found i s  sec t . ion  9 .  

S t a t e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  c o a l  a c t  and would recommend 
t h a t  it. b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d .  

FJe s u p p o r t  c o n t i n u e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  a r e a  of r e v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  
oppose any weakening o f  t h e  Montana S t r i p  lilining and R e c l a n a t i o n  
Act. 

Accep t  t h e  recommendation on page 2 3  f o r  a l l u v i a l  v a l l e y  f l o o r s .  

The l e g i s l a t u r e  encourages  f u t u r e  o i l  and g a s  e x p l o r a t i o n  w i t h  
a d e q u a t e  s a f e g u a r d s .  

Recommend e x t e n d i n g  t h e  moratorium on s o l u t i o n  min ing  and  
d e v e l o p  r e c l a m a t i o n  l a w s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  s o l u t i o n  mining.  

' T h e  1c~y i s l a i :u re  rccomn~ends t l l a t  the s t a t e  d e v e l o p  u ran  iulrl 
l e a s i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  and t h a t  no f u r t h e r  s t a t e  l a n d s  be l e a s e d  
u n t i l  such  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  adop ted .  W e  f u r t h e r  recommend 
s i m i l a r  a c t i o n  by t h e  f e d e r a l  government.  




