
January 27, 1977 

The Na tu ra l  Resources Subcommittee met a t  1 2 : 0 6  p.m. on January 
27, 1977 wi th  Chairman Kess le r  p r e s i d i n g  and Reps. Q u i l i c i  and 
Hurwitz p r e s e n t .  This  i s  t h e  subcommittee t o  f u r t h e r  s tudy  HB-197. 

BILL  STERNHAGEN, Anaconda Co., in t roduced  S teve  Williams a l s o  o f  
t h e  Anaconda Co. , who in t roduced  Roy Wilks , General  Super in tendent  
of  Mining f o r  Anaconda Co. i n  But te .  

ROY WILKS d i scussed  some of  t h e  problems t h e i r  company i s  f a c i n g ,  
and why t h e  change of a p p l i c a t i o n  t ime would make a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  

. them. He passed o u t  cop ie s  of  a  graph,  e x h i b i t  1, showing f l u c t u a -  
t i o n s  of  t h e  copper p r i c e  on t h e  world market.  He s a i d  t hey  would 
l i k e  t o  be i n  a f l e x i b l e  p o s i t i o n  s o  they could move r a p i d l y  i f  
c o n d i t i o n s  improved. He s a i d  they do no t  l i k e  t o  be hampered i n  
moving i n t o  a  new a r e a .  He s a i d  B u t t e ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  were marg ina l  
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime compared t o  o t h e r  ope ra t ions .  H e  compared 
B u t t e ' s  copper which i s  about  . 6 1  grade t o  Kennecott which i s  . 7 1  
grade--so a  l o t  more m a t e r i a l  has  t o  be moved t o  g e t  t h e  same 
amount of copper.  He s a i d  . 3  copper could be va luab le  o r e  i f  
t h e  market s o  i n d i c a t e d  o r  it could be j u s t  waste .  

AL DAHLSTRAND, Anaconda Co., s a i d  they have problems w i t h  having 
t o  w a i t  up  t o  a  yea r  f o r  a  permit .  One t h i n g  i s  s p e c u l a t i o n  problems. 
Others  a r e  t h e  economy--sometime they need t o  change p l a n s  qu ick ly  t o  
s t a y  compe t i t i ve ;  t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  pos i t i on - - cons t an t ly  r e e v a l u a t i n g  
c u r r e n t  p l a n s ;  improved technology: a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  c a l l  f o r  quick 
r e a c t i o n s .  H e  s a i d  i f  they  a r e  fo rced  t o  w a i t  t o o  long f o r  permit  
a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  compet i to rs  w i l l  g e t  ahead. He s a i d  what might be an 
economic mining p lan  today i n  But te  might n o t  tomorrow and i f  you 
h u r t  t h e  company you h u r t  t h e  community. 

M r .  Wilks i n v i t e d  t h e  committee t o  come t o  Bu t t e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  company 
and view t h e i r  problems f i r s t  hand. 

Rep. Hurwitz asked i f  t h e r e  was any way t o  add res s  t h e  problem of  
t h e  t a i l i n g s  dump. 

M r .  Wilks s a i d  i f  they own a  p i ece  of ground w i t h  say . 2  grade copper 
under which i s  uneconomical today t o  mine they  might use  it f o r  a  dump- 
he s a i d  open p i t  mining i s  l a r g e l y  a  juggl ing  t h i n g .  M r .  Dahls t rand 

- s a i d  i n  y e a r s  p a s t  t h e  copper market had a  b e t t e r  p r i c e  b u t  a s  t h e  
market worsened they had t o  f i n d  cheaper  p l a c e s  t o  dump t h e  m a t e r i a l .  
Where be fo re  most o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  was going t o  t h e  n o r t h  ( p o i n t e d  t h i s  
o u t  on an a e r i a l  photo of  Bu t t e )  t h i s  was a  long d i s t a n c e  and much 
more c o s t l y .  Steve Wil l iams,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  Anaconda, s a i d  t h e  m a t t e r  
was b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s .  He s a i d  they  had a p p l i e d  f o r  a  permi t  3 1 / 2  
y e a r s  ago t o  dump on t h i s  land.  He s a i d  a  meeting of  t h e  H i l l c r e s t  
Homeowners' was h e l d  and s e v e r a l  flown t o  Tucson t o  view a  t a i l i n g s  
dump t h a t  had been recla imed.  He s a i d  t h e  company d i d  cons ide rab le  
r e s e a r c h  and he f e l t  t h i s  could be compatible.  He s a i d  t h e  app l i ca -  
t i o n  was completed i n  1975. M r .  Dahls t rand s a i d  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
nearby r e s i d e n t s  has  been taken c a r e  of  i n  t h e  rec lamat ion  p a r t  of t h e  
law. The t ime p a r t  i s  what w i l l  reduce f l e x i b i l i t y .  
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Rep. Q u i l i c i  asked i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  company has  t o  h a u l  t h e  overburden 
o f f  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  why d o n ' t  t hey  buy up l a n d  they  know w i l l  be needed 
b e f o r e  t hey  p u t  i n  t h e i r  pe rmi t  a p p l i c a t i o n .  M r .  Dah ls t rand  s a i d  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  pe rmi t  w e  a r e  n o t  s u r e  where w e  w i l l  
want t o  be ,  and would i nvo lve  t o o b i g  an  inves tment  when w e  are n o t  
s u r e  w e  w i l l  use  it. 

Rep. Q u i l i c i  asked i f  t h e  company wants t h e  a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  t o  come 
i n  and p u t  a dump anywhere--what about  t h e  peop le?  H e  s a i d  it has  
a  r e a l  impact--noise and emiss ions  are up. 

GENE PHILLIPS, ASARCO, sugges t ed  an amendment "This  a c t  s h a l l  n o t  
apply  t o  any a p p l i c a t i o n  having a  mining pe rmi t  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  DSL 
p r i o r  t o  January  1, 1977 t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  a c t . "  

LEO BERRY, Commissioner of  S t a t e  Lands, s a i d  an impact  s t a t e m e n t  cannot  
be done i n  6 0  days.  The t i m e  i s  more l i k e  18 months t o  2 y e a r s .  But 
under t h i s  a c t  t h e r e  a r e  few pe rmi t s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  an impact  s t a t e m e n t  
u s u a l l y  i t s  j u s t  a p re l im ina ry  review which can be done i n  60 days.  
H e  s a i d  t hey  need t h e  t i m e  ex t ens ion  on impact  s t a t e m e n t s  b u t  t h e  1 2 0  
cou ld  be lowered t o  t h e  60 days f o r  t h e  ha rd  rock  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

I i was mentioned t h a t  t h e  r i p r a p  problem cou ld  be  t aken  c a r e  of  
be an amendment t o  ano the r  b i l l .  

Chairman Kessler sugges t ed  t h a t  i f  any of t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  
had amendments they  would l i k e  cons ide red  t o  l e a v e  them w i t h  t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  o r  h imse l f .  

Meeting ad journed  a t  1: 57 p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t t ed ,  

,$&dk{]/~- 
Gerald  R. Kessler Chairman 
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