
HIGHWAYS AND TW~~\~SPOIITATION 
COMMITTEE 

J a n u a r y  2 7 , 1-977 

The Committee on Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  
on J a n u a r y  27, 1977, a t  3:30 p.m. w;th Chajrmar~ Raeth p r e s i d i n g  
and a l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

The f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s  w e r e  s c h e d u l e d  ?or discus sic;:^ today :  IIB 1 3 1 ,  
113 2 0 6 ,  HB 222, HB 393, H J R  LO. 

HOUSE BILL 2 2 2  -- - - . . -. ---. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Moore, c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  he had 
second t h o u g h t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  b i l l  and t h e r e  i s  some o t h e r  a c t i o n  
coming from t h e  S e n a t e .  7 suggest.  t h a t  t h e  cammii-.tee t a b l e  t h e  
b i l l .  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 1 0  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S i e f e r t ,  c h i e f  sponsor  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  d i s p l a y e d  a  
bumper s t i c k e r  which i s  b e i n g  used t o  t r y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  heavy 
a c c i d e n t  r a t e  on Highway 93. H e  a l s o  had a  p r i n t - o u t  ( e x h i b i t  1) 
showing a c c i d e n t  d a t a  on t h i s  p o r t j o n  of t h e  higlibray d u r i n g  1974 

I 
and 1975. The p o r t i o n  o f  highway i s  57 m i l e s  l ong .  

Col .  S o l ,  c h i e f  of  t h e  Highway P a t r o l  Bureau,  spoke on t h e  p a t r o l ' s  
a c c i d e n t  p r e v e n t i o n  program. H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  was heavy sl-ow-movi-ng 
v e h i c l e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  H e  a l s o  mentioned t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t u r n -  
o u t  l a n e s .  

J i m  Beck, a t t o r n e y  from t h e  Department of  Highways, s p o k e  on t h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h e  depar tment  n e i t h e r  suppo1:ts nor opposes 
it. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  see f i n a n c i a l  and l e g a l  p rob lems .  

J a c k  B e c k e r t ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
Department  o f  Highways, s a i d  it wou1.d t a k e  4 3 . 7  million dollars 
t o  d o  t h i s  work. I f  it w a s  done  under t h e  e x i s t i n g  f i n a n c i a l  d i s -  
t r i c k  law,  t h i s  would t a k e  a l l  t h e  funds  a v a i l a h l - e  t o  d i s t r i c t  1 
and 8 t o  f i n a n c e .  There  i s  no q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  need f o r  t h e  new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  r emains  t h a t  t h e  fund ing  s h o u l d  be 
a d d r e s s e d .  M r .  B e c k e r t  s a i d  he  b e l i e v e d  it would be a p p r o p r i a t e  
for t h e  l z g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o n s i d e r  special fund inq .  He s t a t e d  t h e y  . - . . :;,;Ll ; i :7;AL,  & .-- - L ..> >,ocz- r - - > ( - , < . - - : -  -.-,-a LL..,LL. 

The s p o n s o r ,  Rep. S i e f e r t ,  nenti .onc3 ~311. amer13rnerL - t o  t a k e  o u t  
'he words " d i v i d e d  d r i v i n g  l a n e s "  o n  paye 2 ,  l i j ~ ~  1 7 .  

in answer t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  Becker t  s a i d  it would be f a i r l y  easy 
t o  se t  p r i o r i t i e s  on a  c e r t a i n  s m a l l  s e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

1 tad, b u t  it t a k e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  fivi2 y e a r s  to cor~tplett? such  con- 
s t r u c t i o n .  Perhaps  s a f e t y  f u n d s  cci i~ld be i i s ~ ~ 3 ,  but t h e s e  a r e  
l imitec!. 



Col .  Sol  s a i d  t h a t  t u r n o f f s  shou ld  be e v e r y  two m i l e s  o r  s o  t o  b e  
e f f e c t i v e .   is^, EccXsrt state?. t h p y  v : ~ u l d  be  e x p e n s i v e ,  because  
of  t h e  t e r r a i n .  

HOUSE BILL 131  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lurid i s  c h i e f  sponsor  of t h i s  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h i s  b i l l  h a s  f a r  r e a c h i n g  e f f e c t s  on p e o p l e  who need t r a n s p l a n t s .  

R e p r e s e n t z t i v e  Brace i s  co-s?onsor  of t h i s  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h e  e y e  
bank would a l s o  l i k e  t o  be  incl .uded under  t h i s  program, 

M a r s h a l l  Cook spoke on b e h a l f  of t h e  WN41 Medica l  Schoo,  Program 
of  Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  W A N 1  s t a r t e d  a  program c a - l l e d  a  
W i l l e d  Body P r o g r x t  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  w i l l  t h e i r  Imdies f o r  rrkedical 
e d u c a t i o n  and r e s e a r c h .  They a r e  i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h i s  b i l l .  

D r .  Hies terman of Ee lena  spoke a b o u t  t h e  k idney  d o n a t i o n  program 
and d i s t r i b u t e d  a r e p o r t  on it. He spoke i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  

C a p t a i n  Tco ley  of  t h e  3Iontar.a Xiginray P a t r o l  s a i d  h e  was t h e r e  t o  
p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  They s e e  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  w i l l  
c a u s e  o n l y  a s m a l l  change ts t h e  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  w i t h  no f i s c a l  
n o t e  needed.  

I C a p t a i n  T s o l e y  mentionzd t t a s  t h e  b i l l  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r r i a t i o n  
w i l l  be on t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e .  W e  would l i k e  it t o  s a y  t h a t  
it w i l l  be o n  t h e  l i c e n s e ,  b u t  n o t  where. Also  t h e y  would l i k e  
t h e  b i l l  t o  s a y  t h i s  p r o g r m  w i l l  be e f f e c t i v e  upon renewal d a t e s .  
T h i s  donor  i n f o r m a t i 0 3  on  t h e  l i c e n s e  would be a b l e  t o  b e  changed 
a t  any  t i n e  a p e r s o n  wants  a f t e r  t h e  program b e g i n s .  

Nancy P i e r c e ,  D i a l y s i s  Nurse ,  w a s  p r e s e n t  w i t h  some k i d n e y  p a t i e n t s :  
B i l l  Ne l son ,  M a r i  Buermari azd  Ju2y Robinson. They t o l d  t h e  comrni.-i.t-.c.c 
a b o u t  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  and t h e i r  needs  f o r  t r a n s p l a n t s .  
They a l l  spoke i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  

Sharon D i e z i g e r ,  f r o n  t h e  Montana Nurses A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke  i n  f a v o r  
of t h i s  b i l l .  Howard S l a c k  o f  t h e  Montana Lions  C l u b  spoke i n  f a v o r  
of it an6 s a i d  t h e i r  c l u b  h a s  a n  e y e  donor program. 

- .  - -.:n~a Buckland,  zc 5;s t r s r s s l z n k  p a t i e n t ,  spoke i n  f a v o r  of  :his 
b i l l .  Ss-.-2ral of i:-;.232 c;cc:z3~-ents l e f t  r e p o r t s  o r  s t a t e m e n t s  w i t h  

~. - - - - .  - ---,. .----,.,- - > - -  1 . - -?  -. . .. .- , dTT- . . iC  t:_..s. . -  . 1 3: 1 i . . d  b_. . .A :...i-; c J i i . ~ ~ r -  t.3 t:?? ~ 5 . 3 i l ~ r n . 3 l ~  

A i l  are marked exhl3F: 2. 



I HOUSE BILL 393  ----- --- 

This  b i l l  was d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  t h e  February 1, 1 9 7 7  mee t ing .  

HOUSE BILL 2 0 6  

Represen ta t ive  Courtney,  c h i e f  sponsor ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  removes t h e  
law t h a t  motorcycle r i d e r s  must wear helmets,  i f  over  1 8  yea r s  o f  
age. I t  does  n o t  p r e v e n t  anyone from wearing one,  however, i f  
t hey  wish.  Represen ta t ive  Cooney, co-sponsor,  a1 so spoke ir, f a v o r  
of t h i s  b i l l .  

Proponents:  
Rick Pylypuw, r e p r e s e n t i n g  $,BATE , yave o u t  a report: exp la  i-ning 
t h e i r  g o a l s  and showing s t a t i s t i c s  on motorcycle d e a t h s .  H e  
s a i d  t h e y  b e l i e v e  helmets  cause  more harm than  good because  of 
l o s s  of  v i s i o n  and hea r ing  and a l s o  a f f e c t s  c o n t r o l  of t h e  bike. 
Also helmets  a r e  h o t  and uncomfortable i n  t h e  summer- 

Other ABATE members spoke i n  f avo r  of  t h i s  b i l l :  J i m  Burns, 
~aniel Watts, Terry Ward, Rex Suoboda, Russe l l  Jones ,  D u s t y  
Ryders, Dick Richardson,  George Richardson,  Mike Mazzola, and 
Ray Dotson. 

I 
Dan Verwolf, r e p r e s e n t i n g  Bozeman's United B ike r s ,  also spoke i n  
f a v o r  of t h i s  b i l l .  Also Ward Roadarmel. 

Opponents: 
Sg t .  Ted S t o l l f u s  of  t h e  Montana Highway P a t r o l  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
of  t h i s  b i l l .  H e  f e e l s  helmets  a r e  no t  a d e t e r u c n t  i n  v i s i o n  o r  
h e a r i n g  and they  can  save  l i v e s .  

J e r r y  Loendorf , r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Mcntana Kedical  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke 
i n  o p p o s i t i o n  of t h i s  b i l l .  He gave some s t a t i s t i c s  on  helmets 
s av ing  l i v e s  and gave o u t  a  r e p o r t  on t h i s .  Accident  victims 
a f f e c t  everycne t o  some degree. 

A l b e r t  Gcke, of t h e  Highway T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  D iv i s ion  of t h e  Department 
of Conununity A f f a i r s ,  spoke i n  oppos i t i on .  He s a i d  t h e y  cannot agree 
t h a t  t h e  consequences of  in:-.rries only affec'c t h e  v i c t i r , .  H e  a l s o  
gave t h e  chairman a  r e p o r t  on  a surxTey r e g a r e i z g  t h e  i s s u e s  of . , 
x.~ir;;ln_~i,  he,?.ring neck L P ~ ~ J ~ ~ P S ,  etc. 

Ther2 was a d i s c u s s i o n  hei:. o:2 t h e  des ign  of i-.sl:~cts. 

A l l  s t a t emen t s  end r e p o r t s  sn HB 205 were rnarkcd exh ib j - t  3 .  
Fear ing  c losed  on HB 2 0 6 .  

t 
9 . c ~ .  ii;l?duch rno~7ed t o  ad j c - , r n .  Re:3. Hansen zscon5ed.  Lleeting a,.-', j o u r n s d  
zt 5 : 3 5  p.m. 




