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The meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Day, wi th  a l l -  members 
p r e s e n t .  

Sena to r  G a l t ,  c h i e f  sponsor  of SB 35, was p r e s e n t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  
b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would a l l o w  two chnages t o  be made 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  S o i l  Conservat ion D i s t r i c t s .  The two p o i n t s  w e r e  a s  
fo l lows:  1) Allow p a r t  of  a  d i s t r i c t  t o  l e a v e  an e x i s t i n g  d i s t r i c t .  
2 )  A g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  be he ld  t o  e l e c t  s u p e r v i s o r s  sf t h e  
d i s t r i c t s .  H e  con t inued ,  t h a t  h i s  main concern was t o  Lega l ize  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  s u p e r v i s o r s .  The Department o f  Na tu ra l  Resources 
r eques t ed  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  be e l e c t e d  l i k e  anyother  county o f f i c e r ,  
f o r  t h e i r  own p r o t e c t i o n .  

Proponents t o  SB 35, w e r e  a s  fo l lows:  Bob R i g g e r s t a f f ,  Plontana 
Assoc i a t i on  o f  Conservat ion D i s t r i c t s ,  and P e t e r  Jackson ,  S o i l  
Conservat ion D i s t r i c t  Superv isor .  M r .  B i g g e r s t a f f  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
was i n  f a v o r  of SE 35, and f e l t  t h a t  t h e  need f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  
s u p e r v i s o r s  was neces sa ry  t o  make t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a  l e g a l  one. M r ,  
Jackson,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  he was vo ted  i n  by on ly  16 
v o t e s  and t h i s  should show t h e  need f o r  a  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  S incc  
revenue s h a r i n g  funds  a r e  used it would o n l y  be l e g a l l y  r i g h t  t o  
have a  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  s u p e r v i s o r s .  

Arnold Jacobsen and S e r b  Roening, F l a thead  Conserva t ion  D i s t r i c t ,  
were p r e s e n t  a s  opponents t o  SB 35. Plr. Jacobsen ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
came from an a r e a  t h a t  had f i v e  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r v i s o r s .  H e  d i d n ' t  
f e e l  t h e  l a w  was t o  unreasonable  excep t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he f e l t  
it should be s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  each s u p e r v i s o r  should  come from a  
s e p a r a t e  a r e a  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  s o  one a r e a  would n o t  h e  a b l e  t o  
c o n t r o l  t h e  whole d i s t r i c t .  M r .  Koening s t a t e d  t h a t  he  f e l t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  would be good b u t ,  w i thou t  t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  s t a t e d  
by M r .  Jacobsen t h e  board could be s tacked .  He sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  
s u p e r v i s o r s  be e l e c t e d  by p e t i t i o n  from each  a r e a  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
be fo re  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  He a l s o  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  and 
one bases  f o r  e l e c t i o n  and t h e  t h r e e  and two s u p e r v i s o r  e l e c t i o n ,  
be changed t o ,  two f o r  s i x  y e a r s ,  nex t  e l e c t i o n  two f o r  s i x  y e a r s  
and nex t  e l e c t i o n  on ly  e l e c t  one s u p e r v i s o r .  

Sena tor  G a l t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  wi th  t h e  p r e s e n t  law t h e  f e a r s  t h a t  t h e  
t h e  opponents had o f  one a r e a  c o n t r o l i n g  could  happen w i t h  t h e  
p r e s e n t  law. 

Represen ta t ive  Severson asked what q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a person needed 
t o  run f o r  d i s t r i c t  supe rv i so r?  Sena tor  G a l t  answered they  on ly  
need was be ing  a  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r .  

Sena to r  G a l t ,  c h i e f  sponsor  of  SE 55,  exp la ined  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  was 
a  b i l l  t h a t  would a l l ow t h e  Department of  L ives tock  t o  s l a u g h t e r  
an animal when i n  doubt of  a l t e r e d  brand.  Then pay t h e  va lue  
of  t h e  animal t o  t h e  r i g h t f u l  owner, i n s t e a d  o f  paying t h e  person 
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i n  posses s ion  of  t h e  animal  a t  t h e  t i m e  of . s l a u g h t e r ,  I t  i s  hard 
f o r  t h e  department t o  g e t  money back from a d i s h o n e s t  person  i f  
he was i n  possess ion  of  t h e  animal a t  t ime of  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  t o  pay 
t h e  r i g h t f u l  owner. 

Les Graham, Department o f  L ives tock ,  was p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y  a s , a  
proponent t o  S B  55. H e  showed t h e  committee t h e  way an a l t e r e d  
brand could  be determined by bu tcher ing  t h e  cow, w i t h  t h e  h i d e  o f  
an  animal which had an a l t e r e d  brand.  H e  showed how t h i s  c e r t a i n  
brand had been a l t e r e d ,  and how o t h e r s  could be  done. H e  concluded 
by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  method o f  determining an a l t e r e d  brand was n o t  
neces sa ry  ve ry  o f t e n .  It had on ly  been used f o u r  t imes  i n  t h e  l a s t  
t e n  y e a r s ,  b u t  by p a s s i n g  S B  55 t h e  s t a t e  would o n l y  have t o  pay 
t h e  r i g h t f u l  owner of t h e  animal a f t e r  s l a u g h t e r ,  

Represen ta t ive  Johns ton  asked i f  a r e g i s t e r e d  animal  had t o  be 
s l a u g h t e r e d  i f  t h e  owner would on ly  r e c e i v e  t h e  market  va lue  
f o r  t h e  animal? Sena to r  G a l t  answered, t h a t  t h i s  was s t i p u l a t e d ,  
i n  t h e  b i l l ,  t h a t  v a l u e  would be  determined b e f o r e  s l a u g h t e r .  

Represen ta t ive  Lien ,  c h i e f  sponsor  of  HB 317, e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  was a r e q u e s t  from t h e  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  and was 
a b i l l  c l e a n i n g  up t h e  language of  t h e  a p i c u l t u r e  laws;  

George Lackman, Department o f  Agriculture, was p r e s e n t  a s  a proponent 
t o  KB 317. He exp la ined  t o  t h e  committee t h e  amount o f  beekeepers  
i n  Montana, k inds  and amount of  h i v e s  t hey  had,  and t h a t  Montana 
r a t e d  6 t h  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  f o r  p roduc t ion .  He cont inued  by s t a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  on ly  changes w e r e  s imple  language changes such as changing 
from, "permit"  t o  "new c e r t i f i c a t e  of  r e g i s t r a t i o n " ,  and c l a r i f y i n g  
t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  a p i a r i e s  i n  Montana. 

O t h e r p r ~ p o n e n t ~ t o  HB 317, were; W i l l  K i s s inge r ,  Montana Department 
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Boyd Smoot, Smoot Honey Company, Don Smoot, Montana 
Beekeepers Assoc i a t i on ,  and Bob Davis,  Yontana Beekeepers Assoc i a t i on .  
These gentlemen s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  f e l t  IIB 317, was a good b i l l  and 
t h e  language clean up would make t h e  a p i c u l t u r e  l a w s  much easier t o  
en£ o rce .  

Represen ta t ive  Smith asked ,  how it was determined i f  a  pe rmi t  was 
needed? He has  a couple  o f  h i v e s  on h i s  own p r o p e r t y ,  and expla ined  
t h a t  h i s  bees  were w i ld  bees ,  i n  two l o c a t i o n s  a t  h i s  home. They 
were n o t  a c t u a l  h i v e s  where t hey  were l i v i n g .  W i l l  K i s s i n g e r ,  s t a t e  
i n s p e c t o r ,  exp la ined  t h a t  he should have a p e r m i t ,  b u t  under t h e  
p r e s e n t  law when t h i s  occured t h e  law was n o t  en fo rced .  

Represen ta t ive  Lien ,  c h i e f  sponsor of EB 452, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  
would c l a r i f y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of  a coope ra t ive  s t a t e  g r a z i n g  d i s t r i c t  
t o  posses s ,  manage, and c o n t r o l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s .  

M r .  P e t e r  Jackson and M r .  Bob B i g g e r s t a f f ,  Montana Assoc i a t i on  of  
Conservat ion D i s t r i c t s ,  were p r e s e n t  a s  p roponents  t o  HB 4 5 2 .  They 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would h e l p  i n  t h e  management program f o r  
g r a z i n g  d i s t r i c t s  t o  i n c l u d e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  when n e c e s s a r y ,  
c l e a r i n g  up t h e  law f o r  good management. 
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Mons Teigen, representing the Montana Stockgrowers and the Montana 
Woolgrowers Association, was present as a proponent to HB 452. 
Questions raised were, would this allow state grazing districts to 
overpower individuals? Mr. Teigen stated the grazing distrkctsOstill 
would have to 1~1eet the other bids. 

The committee went into executive session. 

Representative Ellerd moved SB 55, be concurred in- It was seconded 
by Representative Johnston. The motion was passed unanimously. 

Representative Gunderson moved MB 172, be tabled in cormittee. It 
was seconded by Representative Bengtson. The motion was passed 
unanimously. 

Representative Johnston moved HB 2 4 4  do pass. It was seconded by 
Representative Staigmiller. The motion was passed unanimously. 

Representative Smith moved HB 452, do pass. It was seconded by 
Representative Ellerd. The motion was passed unanimously. 

Representative Johnston moved to adjourn. The motion was passed 
with Representative Staigmiller opposed. 

Adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 




