
January 25, 1977 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS: 

A meet ing o f  t h e  House P u b l i c  Hea l th ,  Welfare and S a f e t y  Committee 
w a s  he ld  on Tuesday, January  25, 1977 a t  4:15 P.M. i n  Room 225 o f  
t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  

The f i r s t  b i l l  t o  be  heard was HOUSE BILL 176. Most of  t h e  test i -  
mony on t h i s  b i l l  was I-card a t  t h e  p rev ious  meeting of t h i s  committee, 
which was h e l d  on Thursday, Jan .  20.  M r .  P a t  Melby, D i r e c t o r  of  SHS, 
apolog ized  t o  t h e  committee f o r  miss ing  t h a t  p rev ious  hea r ing .  W e  
t hen  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  supe rv i sed  and t h e  c o u n t i e s  admin i s t e r ed  
p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  programs, and t h e s e  employees a r e  p a i d  by t h e  s t a t e .  
The c o u n t i e s  t h e n  re imburse  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e s e  s a l a r i e s .  Other 
i n d i r e c t  c o s t s  a r e  a l s o  involved.  T h i s  procedure  has  been c a r r i e d  on 
s i n c e  1973.  T h i s  b i l l  would c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t i e s  would reim- 
bu r se  t o  t h e  s t a t e  ' r e a s o n a b l e  and r ecogn izab le '  c o s t s .  M r .  Dean 
Zennicker ,  Montana Assoc. of  Count ies ,  t hen  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  assoc-  
i a t i o n ' s  suppor t  f o r  t h i s  b i l l .  

There w e r e  no opponents t o  HOUSE BILL 176. There were no q u e s t i o n s .  

SENATE BILL 8 was then  heard.  Sena tor  Blaylock,  c h i e f  sponsor ,  ex- 
p la ined  t h a t  t h i s  was a  r ecod i f i ca t i -on  b i l l .  One s l i g h t  amendment 
had been made by t h e  Sena te ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c l e a r  up language i n  t h e  
S i l l ,  T h i s  c o r n i t t e e ' s  a t t o r n e y ,  Rob P y f c r ,  t h e n  spoke on t h i s  p o i n t .  
The main reascn fo r  amending t h e  s e c t i o n  when ' l i c e n s e d '  was added 
i s  because no p r o v i s i o n  had been made i n  t h e  c h a p t e r  anywhere e l s e .  

There w e r e  no opponents t o  SENATE BILL 8 .  There w e r e  no q u e s t i o n s .  

HOUSE ELLL 174  was t h e n  heard.  The sponsor ,  Rep. Holmes, exp la ined  
t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  a b i l l  t o  ban smoking; r a t h e r  t h e  meat of t h e  b i l l  
provides t h a t  i n  p u b l i c  rooms t h e r e  w i l l  be s i g n s  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  1/2 of  t h e  room i s  a  non-smoking a r e a .  She then  passed o u t  an 
amended v e r s i o n  of  t h e  b i l l ,  and went t h r o u g ! ~  t h e  changes s e c t i o n  by 
s e c t i o n ;  see a t t a c h e d  copy. 

D r .  B r u c e  Anderson, M . D . ,  t h e n  spoke; s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  a l l  r e s p i r a t o r y  
p a t i e n t s  are affected by c i g a r e t t e  smoke. D r .  Buswell t hen  gave more 
m e d i c a l  t e s t imony ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e ,  b u t  
was a p u b l i c  h e a l t h  i s s u e .  Rep. Robert E l l e r d  a s  co-sponsor,  spoke 
i n  suppor t  of t h i s  S i l l ;  s e e  prepared  s t a t emen t .  

The n e x t  ~ r o p ~ n e n t  t o  speak was M s .  P h y l l i s  Lefohn; s e e  prepared  
s t a t emen t .  She po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  t h e  person who must smoke can  do it 
anywhere, b u t  t h e  person w i t h  asthma who must b r e a t h e  has  no such 
o p t i c n s .  M r .  Leonard Bates  spoke nex t  - 6/7 o f  t h e  smoke from one 
c i g a r e t t e  d r i f t s  of f  i n t o  a room. The average  o f f i c e  a f t e r  one 
c i g a r e t t e  has  been smoked r eaches  a  p o l l u t i o n  l e v e l  exceeding 36 t imes  
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t h e  s t a n d a r d s  some s t a t e s  set f o r  outdoor  p o l l u t i o n  l e v e l s .  M s .  
Co rne l i a  Robinson t h e n  spoke. One-half hour i n  a  smoke-f i l led  
room can i n c r e a s e  blood pressure.. A t  one t ime  p u b l i c  s p i t t o o n s  
were popula r  h u t  have s i n c e  gone o u t  of vogue, and p u b l i c  op in ion  
can a l s o  change smoking customs. 

D r .  John Anderson, M.D., Dept. of Hea l th  and Environmental  Sc i ences  
t hen  s t a t e d  t h a t  depa r tmen t ' s  approva l  of t h e  b i l l ,  b u t  l e f t  some 
prcl:>osed amendments w i t h  t h e  committee. M r .  Verne H ,  Ra l l an tyne  
t h m  s a i d  t h a t  he f e l t  i h e  r e a l  i s s u e  was whether o r  n o t  smokers 
had t h e  r i g h t  t o  impose t h e  smoking e f f e c t s  on everybody e l s e .  
I n  t h e  p a s t  s e p a r a t e  smoking a r e i s  ased t o  be t h e  custom, and one 
r eques t ed  permiss ion  b e f o r e  l ighZing  a c i g a r e t t e .  Bob Johnson, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Assoc. of  Local  Hea l th  Departments, t h e n  spoke 
i n  sup:;ort 05 t h e  b i l l .  Eichard I s e r n  s t a t e d  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  
c o n t r a r y  t o  what opponents thought ,  t h i s  b i l l  could be enforced .  
M r .  T i m  Ber ry ,  Montana Conference of Seventh-clay Adven t i s t s ,  
w a s  t h e  f i n a l  proponent  t o  speak i n  f a v o r  of ?he b i l l ;  see a t -  
t ached  s t a t e n e n t .  

Oppcs i t i cn  t o  HOUSE BILL 174 was then  heard .  ~ e g i n n i n g  t h e  
tes t imony w a s  Donald W. Larson,  Montana Tavern ~ s s o c i a t i o n ;  see 
at tached  s t a t e inen t .  H e  f e e l s  t h a t  i f  s i g n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e  
Eezlt!? W p t ,  should p r ~ v i d e  them. M r .  Tom Maddox, r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  Montana Tobacco and Candy Dis t . r ibu tors  t hen  spoke. See pre -  
pared s t a t e m e n t s .  H e  d i s p u t e d  Rep. Holmes's s t a t emen t  t h a t  t h e  
Montana t a x  on c i g a r e t t e s  was 9 4 ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  it came 
c l o s e r  t o  126. M r .  A1 Dougherty, Montana Coin Machine Opera to r s '  
Assoc.,  t h e n  s a i d  he f e l t  s e v e r a l  enforcement problems were 
i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  b i l l  i f  i t  were passed.  M r .  John E .  Larson,  
Lor i lLard  Tobacco Co. o f  Rozeman, p re sen ted  a  copy of 'The 
Tobacco Observer ' .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  non-smoking a r e a s  p r e s e n t l y  s e t  
up are  n o t  being f i l l e d ,  and t h a t  7 0 %  of  all r e s t a u r a n t  customers  
want t o  e a t  i n  t h e  smoking s e c t i o n .  M r .  George Gierke ,  P r e s i d e n t  
of t h e  Flontana Assoc. o f  Tobacco and Candy ~ i s t r i b u t o r s ,  s t r e s s e d  
L L - c  L L I ~  c. ,-,- J L  br---.=a YLZA- s h o ~ l d  ' smoke f r i e n d l y '  . 
The h e a r i n g  x a s  t hen  c l o s e d .  Q u e s t i o n s  were asked and d i s c u s s i o n  
took place, The q u e s t i o n  was brought  up of  whether o r  n o t  some 
of t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  set f o r t h  i n  t h e  b i l l  would have t h e  f o r c e  of 
law. The over f low of  smokers i n t o  non-smoking a r e a s  was d i s c u s s e d .  
R e p .  Holmes sugges ted  t h a t  one s i d e  of a  room could  be where 
smoking began, and t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  could be  where non-snoking 
began. How much t h e  b i l l  a c t u a l l y  encompassed. was d i sc i l s sed .  

Chairman Xenahan sugges ted  t h e  p c s s i b i l i t y  of making recomrnen- 
d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Dept. of  Hea l th  r a t h e r  i h a n  making them i n t o  law. 
R e p .  FioLmes r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  being a t tempted  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  
l e v e l  and t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  be ing  ignored .  

Problems o f  funding  w e r e  d i s cus sed .  D r .  Ariderson poin ted  o u t  



that the Dept. of Health's proposed amendments would not involve 
any expenditure of state funds. 

Rep. Hol-mes then closed, stating that the committee had a choice 
as to who they were going to listen to about the effects of 
smoking - the American Medical Assoc. or the tobacco lobbyists. 
"Smoking should be assigned to consenting adults in private." 

The committee then went into executive session to take action 
on the following bills: 

HOUSE BILL 176. Rep. Metcalf moved, Rep. Gunderson seconded 
that this bill DO P A S S .  Motion carried, with Rep. Ryan opposed. 

SENATE BILL 8, Rep. Harper moved, Rep. Gunderson seconded that 
it DO P A S S .  Motion carried unanimously. 

HOUSE BILL 174. Rep. Lynch moved that it DO NOT P A S S ,  seconded 
by R e p .  Ryan. Rep. Ho,mes made a substitute motion that her 
arnendxents be adopted and that AS SO AMENDED DO P A S S .  Rep. 
Cooney seconded this motion. Motion failed 10 to 9 on a roll 
call vote. The original motion was then before the committee. 
Discussion took place. Rep. Holmes made a motion for all motions 
pending that a subcommittee be assigned to study the bill. 
Motion carried with six members opposed. Reps. Holmes, Palmer 
and Stohie were appointed. The subcommittee shall give a pro- 
gress report at the next meeting of the committee, on Thursday, 
Jan 27, 1977. 

The meeting was adjourned. 




