
January 24, 1977 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RE1,ATJ;ONS COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS : 

A meeting of  t h e  House Labor and Employment R e l a t i o n s  Committee 
was h e l d  on Monday, January 24, 1977 a t  3 : 3 0  p.m. i n  Room 428A 
of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  A l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

A f i l m  was shown i n  which t h e  1976 Unempl.oyment Insurance  Amend- 
ments t o  f e d e r a l  law were o u t l i n e d .  

The f i r s t  b i l l  t o  be  heard was HOUSE BILL  2 4 4 ,  sponsored by Rep. 
Kimble. The c h a i r  was t u rned  over  t o  Vice-Chairman Will iams,  
who i n v i t e d  tes t imony on t h i s  b i l l .  Rep. Kimble expla ined  t h e  
b i l l ' s  c o n t e n t  i n  b r i e f .  M r .  Fred B a r r e t t ,  Employment S e c u r i t y  
D iv i s ion ,  t h e n  spoke i n  f avo r  of t h e  b i l l .  M r .  Harold V. Kans i e r ,  
a l s o  of  t h e  Employment S e c u r i t y  D iv i s ion ,  w a s  an a d d i t i o n a l  pro-  
ponent. The c o n t r i b u t i o n  system provided f o r  would no t  c o l l e c t  
a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b u t  would p r ~ v ~ d e  a  r a t i n g  system t o  
r e s t o r e  b e n e f i t s  p a i d  t o  t h e  government e n t i t i e s .  The f i s c a l  n o t e  
p rov ides  t h a t  t h a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  revenue t o  t h e  agency w i l l  app ly  
on ly  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t a x a b l e  wage bases .  T h i s  is  n o t  i n t ended  
t o  b r i n g  i n  more revenue,  on ly  t o  o f f s e t  b e n e f i t s .  Expected 
i n c r e a s e s  i n  revenue f ~ r  F i s c a l  Year 1978 would amount t o  $900,000 
and i n  F i s c a l  Year 1979 it would be $3 m i l l i o n .  There were no 
f u r t h e r  proponents .  

There w e r e  no opponents t o  HB 214, Q u e s t i o n s  were asked and it 
was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  was w r i t t e n  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  
f e d e r a l  change i n  l a w .  

HOUSE BILL 245 ,  sponsored by Rep. Lynch, was t h e n  heard.  It was 
another  on t h e  series of  b i l l s  t h e  f i l m  was about ;  t h e  b i l l  r e f e r s  
t o  t h e  j obs  which have been added t o  unemployment i n su rance  i n  
t h e  f e d e r a l  law. M r .  Harold Kansier  t hen  spoke on t h i s  b i l l .  
I t  p rov ides  f o r  t h e  coverage of a g r i c u l t u r a l  employees, domest ic  
workers and employees of  p r i v a t e  non-p ro f i t  schools .  I t  p rov ides  
f o r  a  d e f i n i t i o n  of  'crew l e a d e r t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  oc- 
cupa t ions ,  a s  e i t h e r  an employee of  t h e  farmer  o r  an  employer i n  
h i s  own r i g h t .  There were no o t h e r  proponents .  

There were no opponents t o  HOUSE BILL 245. The hea r ing  was c l o s e d  
on t h i s  b i l l .  

The nex t  b i l l  t o  be heard was HOUSE BILL 258. Rep. Kanduch, a s  
c h i e f  sponsor ,  exp la ined  t h e  b i l l  i n  s h o r t  and tu rned  t h e  t e s t i -  
mony over  t o  M r .  B a r r e t t  f o r  f u r t h e r  exp lana t ion .  The s t r i c k e n  
language i n  t h i s  b i l l  has  no a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  c u r r e n t  law; it i s  
j u s t  being removed. There  be ing  no f u r t h e r  proponents and no 
opponents,  t h e  hea r ing  was c lo sed .  

HOUSE BILL 239 was heard.  The chairman took  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  
judgement and in t roduced  t h e  b i l l  i n  Rep. Brand, t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ' s  



Page 2 

absence.  M r .  B a r r e t t  t hen  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  requ i rement  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  school  employees is  p r e t t y  s p e c i f i c  and e n l a r g e s  upon 
t h e  p r e s e n t  Montana law; more s p e c i f i c a l l y  it e n l a r g e s  on t h e  d e n i a l  
a s p e c t  o f  Montana law. B e n e f i t s  a r e  t o  be den ied  t o  i l l e g a l  a l i e n s  
and a t  p r e s e n t  ou r  laws are s i l e n t  concerning t h i s .  The b i l l  i s  
n o t  t a l k i n g  about  income p e r  s e ,  bu t  r a t h e r  b e n e f i t s  saved.  It  i s  
a sav ing  i n  b e n e f i t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  because of  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  n a t u r e  
of t h e s e  amendments. M r .  Wayne Buchanan, D i r e c t o r  of S p e c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  Montana School Board Assoc., t h e n  spoke;  s e e  
a t t a c h e d  s ta tement .  There were no f u r t h e r  proponents .  

There were no opponents. Q u e s t i o n s  were then  asked.  The  sponsor  
Rep. Brand t h e n  appeared.  He suggested an amendment which would 
d e l e t e  t h e  t e r m  ' r ea sonab le '  and i n s e r t  i n  i t s  p l a c e  ' w r i t t e n t .  
This  amendment w a s  asked f o r  by people  i n  t h e  school  i n d u s t r y .  
There w a s  much d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h i s  amendment. 

The committee t h e n  went i n t o  execu t ive  s e s s i o n .  Rep, E l l e r d  moved 
and Rep. Turner  seconded t h a t  HB 239 DO PASS. Rep. Lynch i n  a 
s u b s t i t u t e  motion moved t o  amend t h e  bill acco rd ing  t o  Rep. Brand ' s  
p roposa l .  Rep. Baeth seconded t h i s  motion. D i scuss ion  fol lowed.  
It was t h e  f e e l i n g  of some of  t h e  committee members t h a t  such a n  
amendment would change t h e  e n t i r e  b i l l .  Rep. Lynch t h e n  made a 
motion f o r  a l l  motions pending t h a t  t h e  b i l l  be  passed f o r  t h e  
day. It  was a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  committee t o  con t inue  h e a r i n g  on 
t h i s  b i l l  t o  F r i d a y ,  Jan .  2 8 ,  s o  tes t imony cou ld  be heard concern- 
i ng  t h e  amendment. The motion t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h e  day passed  
unanimously. 

Hearing on HOUSE BILL 241 was postponed a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  Rep. 
Dassinger  and w i t h  t h e  approva l  o f  all p r e s e n t ,  u n t i l  F r i d a y ,  J an .  
28. 

Rep. W i l l i a m s  moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 2 4 5  DO PASS. Rep. Teague 
seconded t h e  motion;  motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  Reps. P o r t e r  and S i v e r t s e n  
opposed. 

Rep. Lynch moved HOUSE B I L L  2 4 4  DO PASS; Rep. Baeth seconded t h e  
motion. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Rep. Kanduch moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 258 DO PASS; Rep. Lynch seconded 
t h e  motion.  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

The meet ing was adjourned.  - 1 

Gary N. Kimble 
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