
HOUSE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

January  24, 1977 

The meeting w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  3 : 3 0  p.m., i n  Room 4 3 4  w i t h  a l l  
members p r e s e n t  w i th  t h e  excep t ion  of Rep. Bradley,  who was excused. 

, . 
House B i l l  No. 2 0 0  was d i scussed .  Rep. Fagq, sponsor ,  i n t roduced  
M r .  Gerald  Neely, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Medical Associa t iOn.  M r .  
Neely gave a  b r i e f  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  b i l l  ( t es t imony a t t a c h e d ) .  

The fo l lowing  men t e s t i f i e d  a s  opponents: M r .  Tom Dowling, Montana 
T r a i l  Lawyers; M r .  Wal ter  S. M u r f i t t ,  S t a t e  B a r  of  Montana; M r .  Kent 
P a r e l l ,  S t a t e  Bar of  Montana; M r .  C. W.  Leaphar t ,  Jr . ,  Montana 
T r i a l  Lawyers ( P r e s i d e n t ) ;  M r .  G. Brian  Zins,  Montana Medical  Asso- 
c i a t i o n ;  and M r .  Pau l  T. K e l l e r  ( t e s t i m o n i e s  a t t a c h e d ) .  

Rep. Fagg c l o s e d  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  should be a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  who 
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a r e .  Also,  t h i s  b i l l  should be  grouped w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r  m a l p r a c t i c e  b i l l s .  H e  s a i d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  people  a r e  s l ande red  
by t h e  p u b l i c  and t h i s  b i l l  would g i v e  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  p r o t e c t i o n  
t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  occupa t ions .  

Chairman Vincent  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  was a s s igned  t o  t h e  Bus iness  
and I n d u s t r y  Committee a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  s e s s i o n .  The problem 
w i l l  b e  addressed  t o  t h e  committee i n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

There w e r e  no ques t ions .  

House B i l l  No. 196 was d i scussed .  Rep. Fagg, sponsor ,  exp la ined  t h e  
r ea son  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  p a s t  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
r e s u l t e d  i n  s t e p p i n g  t o o  f a s t  i n  making d e c i s i o n s .  

The fo l lowing  men t e s t i f i e d  a s  proponents:  M r .  C. A. Wagner, B i l l i n g s  
Master  Plumber; M r .  James E.  Scha f f ,  Missoula Master  Plumber; Rep. 
S i v e r t s e n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  M r .  Rober t  Naul t  of Havre; M r .  Buddy L. C r i s t ,  
B. L. C r i s t  Plumbing and Heat ing;  and M r .  E.  J. Ca r l son  ( t e s t i m o n i e s  
a t t a c h e d ) .  

The fo l lowing  men t e s t i f i e d  a s  opponents: M r .  Joseph J. Mar t in ,  
Montana S t a t e  Assoc i a t i on  o f  Journeymen Plumbers; M r .  H. W. C la rkson ,  
S t a t e  Board o f  Plumbers; M r .  E l m e r  Lazure,  S t a t e  Plumbing Board; M r .  
R. L. P rus s ing ,  Montana S t a t e  Plumbing Board; M r .  M i t c h e l l  Mihai lovich,  
Montana S t a t e  Plumbers; and M r .  Harold L. Day, Local  #459 ( t e s t i m o n i e s  
a t t a c h e d ) .  

Rep. Fagg c l o s e d  i n  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  it would n o t  a b o l i s h  
a l l  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  j u s t  t h e  s ta te  in spec t ions .  I ts  purpose i s  t o  a b o l i s h  
t h e  system of double i n s p e c t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a code 
w r i t t e n  t h a t  does  n o t  have an over lapping  e f f e c t .  H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h e  
word " s h a l l "  should be  s t r i c k e n  and "may" be i n s e r t e d .  Also,  " r u r a l  
a r e a s "  should be  amended i n t o  t h e  b i l l .  

The d i s c u s s i o n  was open t o  q u e s t i o n s .  Rep. Fabrega was concerned a s  t o  
t h e  l o c a l  i n s p e c t i o n s .  It was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  local i n s p e c t i o n s  were 
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"shoddy," t h e r e f o r e ,  how does one g e t  a  decent  inspec t ion .  M r .  Clark- 
son answered i n  saying t h a t  a l l  t he  s t a t e  i n s p e c t o r s  have passed t h e  
s t a t e  plumbing examination. He s a i d  th ings  can happen, bu t  the  Board 
has done everything t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  inspec to r s  a r e  q u a l i f i e d .  Also, 
no t  a l l  i n s p e c t o r s  a r e  l i censed  plumbers. . . 
There were a l s o  ques t ions  regarding t h e  s t a t e  inspec to r s .  Out of  t e n  
s t a t e  i n s p e c t o r s ,  two poss ib ly  t h r e e  men a r e  a l s o  c i t y  insped to r s .  
The reason being t h a t  t h e  small  towns cannot a f f o r d  t o  h i r e  a  f u l l -  
time inspec to r .  

Rep. Fagg s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  boundary for i n s p e c t i o n s  i s  f o u r  and one-half 
mi les  o u t  of t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  Also, i n  o rde r  t o  r e c e i v e  a  permi t ,  one 
must go t o  a  Master Plumber. 

House J o i n t  Resolution No. 12 was discussed.  Rep. B a r r e t t ,  sponsor,  
gave a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  a s  t o  t h e  r u l i n g  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  of 
l e g i s l a t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Administrat ive Court Committee asked 
t h e  Board of E l e c t r i c i a n s  t o  hold t h i s  r u l e  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
had met t h i s  year .  The Board of E l e c t r i c i a n s  fo l lows t h e  Administrat ive 
Court Committee's advice.  

The fol lowing men t e s t i f i e d  a s  proponents: M r .  J e f f  Sherlock,  MIECA; 
M r .  Ron Ca l l an t ine ,  MIECA; M r .  Geoffrey H. McKnight; M r .  David L. 
M i l l e r ,  J. Y.  Development Company, Inc . ;  M r .  Rod Hanson, Montana 
Associated U t i l i t i e s ;  and M r .  Wilbur Anderson, V i g i l a n t e  E l e c t r i c  
Cooperative,  Inc.  ( t e s t imonies  a t t a c h e d ) .  

The fol lowing men t e s t i f i e d  a s  opponents: M r ,  Dar re l  H. Tea, NECA; 
M r .  William A. Christman, Montana Board of E l e c t r i c i a n s ;  M r .  Russe l l  
Williams, Montana Brotherhood of E l e c t r i c a l  Workers; M r .  John Hale; 
and M r .  Dick Michaels ( t e s t imonies  a t t a c h e d ) .  

Rep. B a r r e t t  c losed  i n  saying he apprec ia ted  t h e  people who came t o  
t e s t i f y  on both s i d e s .  He s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h i s  type  of r e s t r i c t i o n  on 
e n t r y  of occupation i s  wanted, it should come through i n  t h e  form of 
a law. There was a s tudy made during t h e  i n t e r i m  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  how 
many e l e c t r i c i a n s  remained on t h e  job. The Montana E l e c t r i c i a n s  r a t i o  
s ta tewide  was one appren t i ce  t o  seven and one-half journeymen. It  would 
appear t h e r e  i s  no t  an over-balance of appren t i ces  opposed t o  journey- 
men. Rep. B a r r e t t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a l l  e l e c t r i c  jobs  must be inspected  
by s t a t e  i n s p e c t o r s  f o r  adequate p ro tec t ion  t o  t h e  consumer. 

I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  an appren t i ce  may be employed a s  a  journeyman e i t h e r  
through an employer o r  through t h e  Board of Apprent iceship Administrat ive 
Committee. There were a l s o  ques t ions  regarding  t h e  t h r e e  t o  one r a t i o .  
The reason f o r  t h i s  r a t i o  i s  s a f e t y  precaut ions .  M r .  Christman s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  have been reduced t o  g ive  every oppor tuni ty  t o  have one 
apprent ice  i f  he only has one journeyman. Th i s  i s  t o  b r ing  more 
appren t i ces  i n t o  t h e  t r a d e .  I f  t h e r e  were only  one appren t i ce  a l l  t h e  
way through t h e  bus iness ,  t h e r e  would only be appren t i ces  working. I t  
only a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  r u l e s .  
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The committe then went into executive session. 

Chairman Vincent stated that House Bill No. 200 would be transferred 
to the House Judiciary Committee. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned*at .--- %:lo p.m. 
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%%-JOHN C . VINCENT', Chairman 
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