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The N a t u r a l  Resources subcommittee on Energy E x t r a c t i o n  and Convers ion  
met i n  room 437 a t  8:25 a.m. w i t h  Chairman K e s s l e r  p r e s i d i n g  and Reps. 
Cox, Metca l f  and F r a t e s  p r e s e n t .  

Chairman K e s s l e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  members r ev iew page 30 i n  "Montana 
Energy Advisory  Counc i l  Repor t"  and use  it a s  a  g u i d l i n e  i n  formula-  
t i n g  an energy  p o l i c y  on energy  e x t r a c t i o n  and convers ion .  

Rep. Cox s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  P h i l  Tawney o r  Bob K i e s l i n g  o f  t h e  E I C  be  
i n v i t e d  t o  s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  committee.  Another  s u g g e s t e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e  was Sonny Hanson, a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  - 

Rep. Metca l f  mentioned t h e  "Coal  G a s i f i c a t i o n  Vol.  I" i n  d e p t h  r e p o r t  
by t h e  Montana Energy and MHD R & R Development I n s t i t u t e .  H e  ques-  
t i o n e d  why s o  much s t u d y  on t h i s  one a s p e c t  and i f  o t h e r  ene rgy  a s p e c t s  
a r e  go ing  t o  be  a s  i n t e n s i v e l y  s t u d i e d .  

Chairman K e s s l e r  s a i d  t h i s  c o u l d  be one o f  o u r  subcommittee p o i n t s .  
H e  s a i d  most ene rgy  s o u r c e s  t h a t  have been s t u d i e d  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  f o s s i l  
f u e l s  and s o  l i m i t e d .  

Rep. Cox mentioned t h e  v e i n  o f  c o a l  under  t h e  one  t h e y  a r e  mining-- 
s h o u l d n ' t  it a l s o  be  t a k e n .  

Rep. Metca l f  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a  b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t a k e  a l l  c o a l  t h a t  i s  
t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  economica l ly  f e a s i b l e .  H e  
s a i d  i f  they  a r e  down t h e r e  t h e y  might  a s  w e l l  t a k e  a l l  t h e y  can .  

Rep. F r a t e s  mentioned t h e  c o a l  i s  b lended  by Westmoreland. They t a k e  
f o u r  seams o f  c o a l ,  b l e n d  it,  and s e l l  on s u l p h u r  and c l i n k e r  c o n t e n t .  

Nuclear  power was a l s o  ment ioned,  what t o  do a b o u t  w a s t e ,  and t h a t  it 
is  a l s o  based  on uranium which i s  a nonrenewable s o u r c e .  

Thought was e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  Montana and Wyoming cou ld  become a  f u r n a c e  
t o  p r o v i d e  energy f o r  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  The g o v e r n o r ' s  p o l i c y  i s  n o t  t o  
c o n v e r t  i t  b u t  t o  s h i p  it o u t .  The power companies and t h e  l a b o r  
unions  w i l l  n o t  l i k e  t h i s .  

Rep. Cox q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  need o f  s l u r r y  l i n e s  a s  we do have t h e  r a i l r o a d s .  

Rep. Metca l f  a l s o  b rough t  i n  t h e  amount o f  w a t e r  t h a t  would b e . i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h i s  and o t h e r  ene rgy  c o n v e r s i o n .  H e  f e l t  w a t e r  s h o u l d  be  saved  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  

Chairman Kessler s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  members check any r e p o r t s  t h e y  have  
on t h i s  s u b j e c t  and b r i n g  them t o  t h e  n e x t  mee t ing ,  which w i l l  be  
a  brown bag meet ing  Tuesday a t  noon i n  room 437. 

Meeting ad journed  a t  8 : 5 5  a.m. 
R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

GERALD R.  KESSLER, Chairman 




