
J a n u a r y  22 ,  1977 

A julrl; ; ~ ~ ~ 2 1 ~ 1 1 9  3: t h e  H o u s e  and S e n a t e  E d ~ l c a t i o n  C o m ~ i t t e e s  
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by C h a i r p e r s o n  Ann Plary D u s s a u l t  a t  
2 2 4 0  p . ~ .  , i n  t h e  S e n a t e  Chambers. l 'hc  purpose  of t h e  m e e t i n g  
i s  t o  a l l o w  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  t o  have  
t h e i r  say  a b o u t  how it i s  working o r  n o t  working a c r o s s  t h e  
s t a t e .  

D r .  W .  L. F i n d l e y ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  G r e a t  
F a l l s ,  I-iontana, p r e s e n t e d  h i s  v iews i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  program - .  
i n  Montana. Hc s a i d  he  i s  a s u p e r v i s o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r c v i d -  
i n g  s p e c i a l  ed i n  a  d i s t r i c t .  H e  i s  concerned because  o f  t h e  
law t h a t  s a y s  by 1978 e v e r y  handicapped ch i ld .  i n  a d i s t r i c t  
w i l l  have  a  r i g h t  t o  s p e c i a l  program and r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s .  
The h a r d e n  of t h i s  f a l l s  a t  tile l o c a l  Icve3.. ?:c r e a l i z e  t h a t  
we w i l l  have t o  do  much more f o r  t h e  mul t ip ly -hand icapped .  
I n  t h a t  a r e a  t h e  a v e r a g e  e x p e n d i t u r e  p e r  c h i l d  i s  ve ry  h i g h  
b e c a u s e  o f  s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and equipment  neezed.  W e  a r e  
now f i n d i n g  t h a t  a s  w e  s t a r t  s e r v i n g  s e v e r e l y  handicapped,  
t h e  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  a t  where w e  begin s c u v j n g  them i s  c r i t i c a l -  
We have  d a t a  t h a t  p r o v e s  t h a t  g e t t i n g  i.0 t h e  c h i l d r e n  e a r l i e r  
makes a  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t . h e i r  e d u c z t i o n .  W c  a r e  p r s v e n t e d  
by r e g u l a t i o n  from t r a i n i n g  t-hese c:hildren a t  dn e a r l y  a g e  now. 
We need t h e  freedom t o  s t a r t  t r a i n i n g  them a t  whatever  a g e  
w e  must i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  w e  make t h e  most and b e s t  
a d v a n t a g e  of  wha tever  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  may be .  D r .  F i n d l e y ' s  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i s  a l s o  a t t a c h e d .  

M r s .  Maxine Lane,  Missou la ,  s a i d  t h e  1972 C o n s t i t u t i o n  
g u a r a n t e e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  i n  Montana. 
One s t a t u t e ,  78--7312, h a s  an .  o ; c l u s j . o n  cl-;ii~.se t:!!c!re a c h i l d  
c a n  be excl.uded from c l - a s s e s  :if he  i s  'a b e h a v i o r a l  problem. 
I th i -nk  t h i s  s h o u l d  h e  e l imi r l a t ed .  Anothrir problem i s  t h e  
d.ef i n i t i o n  'of " e d u c a t i o n a l l y  handicapped"  [-:hi l d r e n .  I b e l i . e v e  
it s h o u l d  be  c a l l e d  " l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s . "  During r e o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n ,  b u r e a u s  and a g e n c i e s  were g i v e n  power t o  make r u l e s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s .  They have  handicapped d e l i v e r y  of s e r v i c e s  t o  
c h i l d r e n  by p u t t i n g  unnecessa ry  r e s t r a i n t s  on s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  
R u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  have  a  t endency  t o  l e a k  o x t  c h i l d r e n .  
U n l e s s  a  c h i l d  c a n  f i t  i n t o  a  l e g a l  c l a s s i ~ f i c a t i o n ,  he c a n x o t  
g e t  s e r v i c e s .  We a l s o  have  a  3% l i m i t a t i o n  on t h e  number o f  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  a r e a  who can g e t  s e r v i c e s ,  ::l-iez t h e  n a t i o = ? l  
a v e r a g e  i s  9-10%. I hope t5.e L e g i s l z t u r e  w i l l  do  s o a e t h i n g  
a b o u t  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

Rober t  Launeyer ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  S c h o o l s  i n  Eou lde r  r e a d  
a  p r e p z r e 3  s t a t e r x e n t ,  which i s  a t t a c h c 5 .  

E d  2awkinson from Bozenan s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  and  r e ~ z l a t i o n s  
i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a r e  n o t  a s  l a x  and arlblguous 2 s  t h s y  a r e  i n  
liIontar,a and he b e l i e v e s  > l a n t a n a ' s  laws s h o a l 2  alloi.: f o r  lci-21 

f l e x i b i l i t y .  H e  s a i d ,  however, t11zi+_ no ot:l.er s t a t e  has 100% 



funding. A copy of his written t:estiniony and observatj.ons 
is attach2d. 

Jo Anne Killis, a parent from Helena, subxiitted and read a 
prepared statement, which i s  attached. 

Dick Carlson from Butte said he is a parent of a child of - 
15 with learning disabilities. He said he is concerned that 
there is no training presently available; that training of 
handicapped should not be limited to age; that criteria for - .  

these students are different than for regular students in 
education programs in vocational, seconda-ry and postsecondary 
centers. He said workshops are not geared to accept these 
students. More educational programs should be available for 
those of age 15 and up. 

Rud Koch from Butte, said his concern was about the pre- 2.- 
school students and those over 21. There should be an 
opportunity for training of these 2 age groups. 

Alberta Paxton, a nurse frorn B u t t e ,  s a i d  ;;.r i l ? l  crest  firas in - -------- 
the area of better health care and medical services for 
children who are in special education groups an?. those 
persons who will be giving medications during the day to these 
children. Problems arise where no rules are set or prcper 
facilities are not aviailable in rural areas. She would like 
to see opportunities for health examinations for evaluation of 
development of children. Education is not an isolated process 
and she sees a need for an exchange of information between 
health care services and educational personnel. 

r)al  las W. --..--- Keck, a school psychologist f roin FIavre, complimented 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction for implementing special 
education rules. He advocated additional training for persons 
involved in providing instruction for handicapped students . He 
said such persons must be more flexible to handle the services 
needed in caring for the learning disabled. He also felt some 
regulations were too strict and that the gifted and 
exceptionally talented individual are not being helped to 
reach their potential. A copy of his written statement is 
attached. 

Jan Frisch, an employee of SRS in Helena, sciid that programs 
ought to be available to a chi16 irL 'cis own com!anity. - 

7 .  . ?roqrar?.s sb.anl.il2 52 s j r i l a -  i-o nt1:3:- r;.rcl,;-r'::!s .fc:):- ::.7.:-l::yt2:-i. 
r 7  ~rdnsportarion shouid bc a - i a i l a b l s  f o r  all children, as should 

smuner progracs. It should be deciCe5 which egcncy shoul2 
serve b , ~ h i c h  sge group. A child nus t  be to entci: a school 
when he gets there. 

Archie - H~lden, -- - Noxon, spoke of the prohlems the17 hsve in 3rd 
class districts. Hz is very much against lettirl(2 l a c 2 1  
districts control special. education. He is a q ~ t n s t  t+ rzies 
311d requiations. Fc  \;ants to qi-v;! Lccal d l s ' i r i c t s  ::.hat the 



-.. - .  la;ge ~ ~ ~ 2 3  h a ~ r e  nuw. dl:; z 1 s t r i c ~  : .Gs 2-2 s c s c i a l  education 
t e a c h e r  who travels 6 h o u r s  a wee;p: a n 5  sery:ss 3 elementary 

- .  s c h o o l s .  T h e  3% r u l e  a p p l i e s  and o d r  -:c=le s c h o o l s  n e e d  
h e l p .  S p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  removes t h e s e  ~ e c 2 l e  f rom t h e  
w e l f a r e  r o l l s  and  h e l p s  them l i v e  prceactl-;e l i v e s .  W e  m u s t  
f i n a n c e  t h e  program. 

G e o r g i a  Ruth R i c e ,  S P I ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  7 z s k  F o r c e  o r g a n i z e d  
by h e r  o f f i c e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  i n t e r p r e t  325 improve  t h e  r u l e s  - 
a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  wh ich  w e r e  e s t a b l i s F ~ e 2  z c c o r e i n g  t o  f e d e r a l  
l a w s  r e g u l a t i n g  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  She  s t t c e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
a r e s i o n a l  m e e t i n g  was t h e  v a l i d ~ t i o :  c f  c ~ r t a i n  r u l e s  a n d  
r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  b e  t a k e n  b a c k  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n c a = i v e l s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ;  t h a t  t h e  members cf t k e  Task F o r c e  come 
f r o m  c o m , u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  sta:.e. Shs Z I S D  m e n t i o n e d  
t h e r e  i s  a  need  f o r  a n  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  f o r  s ~ e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  
b u t  t h e y  have  y e t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  her..; r k s s ~  z ~ s z i c  - A w k i l l  h e  c h o s e n .  
The  Task  F o r c e  i s  w o r k i n g  t o  c o r r e c t  press:: ~ r o b l e m s  u n d e r  
t h e  f e d e r a l  l a w s .  S h e  i n v i t e d  t h e  L e $ r s l a t = r s  t o  c o n e  t o  h e r  
o f f i c e  i f  t h e y  had  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  s p e z l z l  e5:cztion m a t e r i a l ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  f o r  t h e  g i f t e d .  

C a r l  C a l k i n s  s a i d  h e  i s  c o n c e r i i e i  a b c ~ z  b e t z e ~  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
t e a c h e r s  who have  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  wide r z r ~ q e  of p r o b l e m s  
c o n f r o n t i n g  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t r z c A - z r s  2x5 t h e  u n i q u e  

* - s i t u a t i o n s  cf h a n d i c a p p e d  s t u d e n t s .  k t  a l s o  s x n p o r t e d  more 
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  e d  s t u d e n t s  irto . - r e z . ~ l a r  c l a s s r o o m s  
a n d  t h e  e x p e n z i t u r e  o f  f u n d s  t c  Fro-,rlaa rY.2 s p e c i a l t y  t r a i n i n g  
f o r  them a s  w e i l  a s  f u n d s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  : . a t ~ r F z l s .  

Bob Duncan, M i s s o u l a ,  t e s t i f i e d  t k s t  i n  prc-i;ous y e a r s ,  t h o s e  
c h i l d r e n  w i t h  s e r i o u s  l e a r n i n g  d i s a j i i i t i e s  w e r e  s e n t  o u t  o f  
Che s t a t e ,  or, i f  it c o u l d  b-? prcjv47cE, \+-?re r - r i t  i n  p r i v a t e  
p r o g r a m s .  T h e s e  f a c i l . i t i  es  a r e  nc:; ?if Ye5 - + i ~  i - 3  s t u d e n t s  of 
t h e i r  own s t a t e s ,  s o  Montana n u s t  f a c ~  the c s l i g a t i s n  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  p rog rams  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  3x2 t r a i n i n g  in  t h i s  a r e a  

S h i r l e y  DeVoe, H e l e n a ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  p e c ? l e  i r v c l v e d  i n  s p e c i a l  
e d  s h o u l d  u n i t e  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t  t o  serT.re t k e  h a n d i c a p p e d  a s  
wel l  as  t h e  r e g u l a r  s t u d e n t s .  T h ~ y  rrtust cr.i=s i n  n o t  l e t t i n g  
t e a c h e r s  b e  overcome by t h e  r u l e s  and  - - r ~ q x l a t ~ o n s  g o v e r n i n g  
s c h o o l  p rog rams ,  t o  p r e s e n t  a u ~ i t e z  r r o n k  L z s i e a d  o f  f i g h t i n g  
amorg t h e m s e i v e s .  T r a v e l  t i n e  a z d  e:.;Fer.s-?s f s r  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  
i n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  t o  z t t e n d  czy-f ? r c - * z % s  - sy-Z - ze~lnars s h o u l d  
b e  a l l o ; r e d ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  2s t?-5 rezsral l e v e l  r e l i e v e d  

- - .  < - .  , - -  Kay P e c k ,  hai.re, Chai::i::;,r: of :i:c ., -.,. - : - ----.:--.::--I- 3 : Z ~ ~ C ) T S  ;j1;,::(7~!. - . - 
E d u c a t i o n  C o ~ m i t t . e e ,  s a i d  t h a t  t?,e zrcz:e~.s c r s  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  

* 7 -... . - -  
l a w s  a n 2  w e  nlils 'c.  w r i t e  t o  G ,?~! -~ inq ' ; on -  - .  ~ A . c >  :rzz,:-::::.y r i s i n g  

- - - -  - -., a n  i n t e r i m  c o s t s  a r e  a prcblem i n  s p e c i a l  e5. e2 s ~ z ~ ~ - = - ~ ~  - -_..-?. - -. l e g i s l a t i v e  c o v - ~ i t t e e .  T h e r e  a r e  .; - . . - '  - z z h o o l  
a d m i z i . s t r a t o r s  proposcc: .  The re  5?!3.;1' zs T:rZ:!:g f o r  c o n s t r u c -  - . - .- : ./ -> - ,FOY and r e n t a i  o f  s p e c i a l  ; a c l i ~ * : : s s .  . - - 5 :-:ou l d  b s  
f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  g i f t e d .  S p e c i a l  eCx:zzi~r r.:z;cts s h o u l d  b e  



sctpzracz f x o m  oth-.i ~ c , i d o l  i s u d y e ~ s .  There  sliaulci b e  s t a t e  
funcling for o u t - o f - d j s t r i c t  t r a v e l  for s p e c i a l  e d  p e r s o n n e l .  
There s h o u l d  b e  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  of  s p e c i a l  e d ~ ~ c a t z i o n  programs.  
There  s h o u l d  be payment f o r  c o n t r a c t e d  s e r v i c e s .  The p r e s e n t  
l ae r  s a y s  o n l y  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c a n  he u s e d .  

M r .  L y l e  Grayson, - from B i l l i n g s .  H e  a g r e e d  w i t h  D r .  F i n d l e y  - 

about e a r l y  ch i ldhood  e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of s t u d e n t s  
t o  g e t  t o  t h e  programs,  t h e  p r o f i t  c o n t r a c t  a r g x n e n t .  I n  
a  s t u d y  of s t u d e n t s  (109) i n  B i l l i n g s ,  7 8 %  of  them a r e  on 
t h e  j o b  1 0  y e a r s  l a t e r .  S p e c i a l  ed works.  L a s t  s p r i n g  w e  - 
looked  a t  2 5 0  c h i l d r e n  i n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  and o u t  of them 
1 2 5  w e r e  on g r a d e  l e v e l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d a t a  \re have. H e  
r e a d  a  l e t t e r  of  t h a n k s  f o r  s p e c i a l  ed from p a r e n t s .  H e  f e e l s  
t h a t  s p e c i a l  ed  i s  working w e l l  b u t  tliere a r c  a r c a s  t h a t  nee3 
l o o k i n g  i n  t o  - t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  c o n t r a c t i n g  
w i t n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f o r  c a r e  o f  handicapped chi . ldrc~l .  

Andy Logozzo q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  H e  
s a i d  t h a t  if t a x p a y e r s  were aware  of  t h e  way t h e  money i s  
used f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t i n g .  H e  f e e l s  t h a t  g e n e r a l  
cdizcat ion budge t s  should h e  used i.rl i71~3dj t i  o n  t o  c i k ~ e c i a l  ed 
b u d g e t i n g  a s  a  supplement .  H e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  t h a t  
t e a c h e r s  should ha.vc: a  specic7 1 endousenlent q u a l i  f y i n g  them 
f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  They s h o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  and 
r e q u i r e d  t o  have  some t y p e  of s k i l l  l e v e l .  H e  f e e l s  t h a t  
p e o p l e  on t h e  Task Force  s h o u l d  be  r e y u i r e d  t o  h s v e  some 
e x p e r t i s e  i n  e i t h e r  t e a c h i n g  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

P e t e  S c o t t ,  B r i d g e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  he  i s  a  member o f  t h e  Task 
F c r c e  and t h a t  membership on it r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  
p e r s o n s .  H e  mentioned d e a l i n g  w i t h  problems o f  s p e c i a l  ed  
t e a c h e r s ,  budget ing  deparLtments ,. b u t  f e c l . ~ .  t h a t .  p m g r e s s  
has bcen made. 

C h a i r p e r s o n  D u s s a u l t  i ~ t r o d u c e d  mcji!be~s of  t h e  cc,;amittees and  
a t t a c h e s .  

Joyce H i n e s ,  Bozeman,  s a i d  s h e  s u p p o r t s  s e v e r a l  i d e a s  p r e s e n t e d .  
The c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  th roughou t  t h e  state n e e d s  t o  be 
e x t e n d e d .  O u t - o f - d i s t r i c t  t r a v e l  i s  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  and 
s h o u l d  be looked a t  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  Her d i s t r i c t  w i l l  
n o t  pay f o r  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e s e  p e r s o n n e l .  W e  m u s t  n o t  c u t  costs 
n c - ~  because  we a r e  g e t t i n g  p e r s o n s  f r o 3  Boulder  i n  t h e  
d e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i c n  program and w e  need t h e  noney t o  p r o v i d e  

. 7  . E G ~  t7;s-~:.. ~ ~ ~ ~ c >  s;-ll:-; ~ z - ~ c  r&ak k3-L;7.:.: c:. '? ::,.?.>-I?, oc t h e  : , ? < ? : 5 -  ., -- - 
l a t u r c ;  was t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  shou ld  corn.~_.'horrle a r ~ d  n o  money 
be 2 r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  edacati-on needs .  

D a r r y l  2. Micken p r s s e n t e d  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y .  R e  s u p p o r t s  
s p e c i a i  ed s e r v i c e s  th roughou t  t h e  s c a i e .  



B e v e r l y  Pii.lzs, Montana I n f a n t  Out reach  P r o j e c t ,  s t a t e d  t h e  ----- --------- -- 
corrmi t tees  s:",ould look  a t  t h e  f u t u r e  of  t h i s  t y p e  of program 
and t k e  m a t t e r  o f  c~~pl ( jy~r .en  t of  s t u d e n t s  Cra i n e d  under  t h e  
p r o y r a n s  and. t h e  nost e f f i c i e n t  wzy o f  furiding t h e  prog:-ams. 
She a d v i c a t e d  s r e v e n t i v e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  i n f a n t s  and p a r e n t s  
b e f o r e  s e r i . o u s  problems a r i s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  0-3 a g e  
group.  Many t i m e s  t r o u b l e  c o u l d  be p r e v e n t e d  i f  t h e  problem 
i s  c a u g h t  soon encugh.  

J a c k  Kober,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a t  P o p l a r ,  s a i d  he i s  concerned 
w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of y o u t h  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
srr ial ler  z r e a s  a r e  n o t  equipped t o  h a n d l e  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
coming o u t  of Boulder .  H e  i s  a l s o  concerned w i t h  programs 
f o r  t h e  g i f t e d  c h i l d .  H e  does  n o t  b e l i e v e  f e d e r a l  r u l e s  and 
r e q u l a t i o n s  sl-~ould a p p l y  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of  Montana when t h e y  
a r e  d r a f t d  f o r  u rban  a r e a s .  He s t a t e d  a c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  
p r i v a c y  o f  such  c h i l d r e n .  

P a u l e t t e  Bennlng,  an  e a r l y  ch i ldhood  e d u c a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t  f rom 
Bozenan, e x p r s s s e d  concern  abou t  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c h i l t r e n  
from b i r t h ,  f a n d i n g  oE p r o g r m s  and f a c i l i t - e s  f o r  p r e - s c h o o l e r s .  
She a l s o  was concerned  a b o u t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h o s e  who g i v e  t h e s e  
s e r v i c e s  - it i s  not a v a i l a b l e  i r l  Xcx-ttanz. 

D r .  J. S t r i c k l - e r ,  EIelena, s a i d  he  urged school systems be pro-- 
v i d e d  w i t h  f u c 6 s  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  handicapped c h i l d r e n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  p r s s c 5 o o l e r s .  H e  c a n  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h o s e  who have s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  and e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  
I t  e s p e c i a l i y  h e l p s  t h o s e  i n  t h e  0-3 g roup  w i t h  h e a r i n g ,  v i s u a l  
and c e r e b r a l  p a l s y  problems s o  t h a t  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t  i s  n o t  
i m p a i r e d .  He advoca ted  expanding r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l o w  con- 
t r a c t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  t h a n  n o n - p r o f i t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  
and  e x p e r t s .  

Mike I k a r d ,  d i r e c t o r  of s p e c i a l  cd i n  Conrad,  s a i d  cooperatives ---- 
have ovew>ii?el.mi_r,g r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  t.o t r y  and comply F,+ :-I>., 
even  t h o l ~ g h  Fi i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  s m a l l  d i s t r i c t s ,  he  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c a p a b l e  of f u n c t i o n i n g .  H e  does  n o t  
l i k e  t o  s e e  a  mandate r e g a r d i n g  s p e c i a l  e d  programs f o r  t h e  
0-3 age group b e c a u s e  of t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  placed on s m a l l  rural 
d i s t r i c t s .  

Peg McDonald, B i l l i n g s ,  s a i d  s h e  i s  a n o t h e r  o f  a d i s a b l e d  
c h i l d  an?. i s  ~ o r ~ c e r n e d  a b o u t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  such c h i l d r e n  - 

t o  e n d  f r o z  s c h o o l  f u n e ~ i o n s .  I f  a  c o d e  3 5  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
i s  net a v a i l a b l s  t o  handicapped c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  
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e x t e n z e d  t o  t?:s p r e s c h o o l  group.  

Arnie Binio::, E-2ecial  ed h a s  tor?? a l g n g  w d y .  The purpose  --- 
of  e c x c a t i c r  1s ra s r e s z r e  one f o r  as  much iadependence  a s  he 
can  a t t a ~ n  are n z x l n l z a t i c n  o f  h i s  a p t i t u d e s .  Every problem . - 
m u s t  b e  d e s l z  $:it? 1: t h e  c h i l d  i s  educable. He i s  i n  f a v o r  
of ciiangir?; t:?c 22s li.'11:3tion s o  t h e y  c a n  h s l p  c h i l d r ~ n  



o f  a l l  a g e  g roups .  Those o v e r  18 a l s o  ncc.tl h e l p .  They do 
n o t  d i s a p p e a r  j u s t  because  t h e y  r e a c h  the a g e  of  18 .  

A q u e s t i o n  and answer p e r i o d  f o l l o ~ c e d  t h e  i e s t i n o n y .  

It was asked if t h e r e  was a  means of  e v a l u a t i n g  a c h i l d  
o r  program t o  d e t e r m i n e  when funds  a1locat:ed t o  s p e c i a l  e d  
c o u l d  b e  d i v e r t e d  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s .  L a r r y  Holmquis t ,  s p e c i a l  
e d  s u p e r v i s o r  i n  OSPI ,  s a i d  t h e  r e l a t e d  c o s t - b e n e f i t  
p i c t u r e  must  b e  examined. S e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago i t  was f i g u r e d  
t h a t  it c o s t s  less t o  e d u c a t e ,  t r a i n  and keep a  c h i l d  i n  a  
workshop t h a n  i n  a  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  An exchange on t h i s  - 

q u e s t i o n  ensued,  w i t h  So Ann M i i i i s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  
s h o u l d  b e  a  c o n t i n u i n g  p r o c e s s .  

Rep. Marks a s k e d  a q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  d u p l i c a t i o n  and non- 
c o o p e r a t i o n  between s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n .  M r s .  R i c e  s a i d  t h e  Task F o r c e  i s  l o o k i n g  into t h e  
m a t t e r  and s h e  i s  a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s '  
p o s i t i o n s .  

In c l o s i n g ,  the C3~j.rperson s t a t c d  t h e r e  were a number of  
i s s u e s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h i s  rneeting. C e r k a i n  of t h e s e  a r e a s  
a r e  now b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d  by l e g i s l a t i o n  - t r a v e l  and t r s n s p o r t a -  
t i o n ,  a b i l i t y  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  c o n t r a c t ,  s e r v i c e  programs 
f o r  t h e  2 1 - 2 5  age  g r o u p ,  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s '  c c s t s ,  g i f t e d  
c h i l d  programs. 

S e n a t o r  B lay lock  commented t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  shou ld  be 
defended by a l l  when someone s a y s  t h e y  r a i s e d  t a x e s .  P e o p l e  
come t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and want 1 0 0 %  f i n a n c i n g  and w e  g i v e  
i t  t o  them. They t h e n  t u r n  around and c r i t i c i s e  u s  for 
r a i s i n g  taxes  w h e n  they d o  i t  t h e m ~ e l v ~ s  by derr.anding t h e s e  
programs.  

There b e i n g  no further b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  n e e t i r i g  ~?,ci journed a t  
5:15 p.m. 




