
January 20, 1-977 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS: 

A meeting of  t n e  Mouse P u b l i c  Hea l th ,  Welfare and S a f e t y  Com- 
mittee was he ld  on Thursday, January 20, 1977 a t  3:30 p.m. i n  
Room 431 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  A l l  members were p r e s e n t  w i t h  
t h e  excep t ion  of  Rep. J. D. Lynch, who was excused.  

The f i r s t  b i l l  t o  be heard  was HOUSE BILL NO. 176,  sponsored 
by Chairman Menahan. Ben Johns ,  SRS, was supposed t o  appear  
i n  beha l f  of  t h e  b i l l ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  appear .  M r .  Dean Zin- 
necker ,  Mo~;.tana Assoc i a t i on  of Count ies ,  t hen  spoke i n  f a v o r  
of t h e  b i l l .  The c o u n t i e s  re imburse  t h e  s ta te  government 50% 
of t h e  c o s t  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t h e  f e d e r a l  government 
re imburses  t h e  s t a t e  75%,  s o  t h e  s t a t e  g e t s  a t o t a l  of  125%. 

is .... '- 
U I I L ~ ~ T  LO t h e  t axpaye r .  Th i s  b i l l  would reduce t h e  

c o s t  of  l o c a l  government. 

There w e r e  no opponents.  The committee vo ted  t o  DO NOT PASS 
HB 175,  and hold t h e  r e p o r t  i n  committee u n t i l  M r .  Johns  had 
a chance t o  t e s t i f y .  

HOUSE BILL 1 7 4  was then  heard.  The sponsor Rep. Holmes ex- 
p l a i n e d  t h a t  she  was a t t empt ing  t o  undo what had been done 
f o u r  yesrs ago. The t e r m s  o f  t h e  a c t  have proven t o  be  un- 
wor'rzble- The  sa te  s e r v i c e s  a r e  being provided ,  i n  a much more 
or6erly f a s h i o n ,  by t h e  Family Planning c l i n i c s .  Another 
proponent w a s  D r .  John Anderson, Dept. of Hea l th .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  was a t  t h e  Agency's r e q u e s t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  de te rmine  who i s  a q u a l i f i e d  counse lor .  M s .  Dee Capp a l s o  
s p k e  u 3  c in f avo r  of  t h e  b i l l ;  s e e  prepared  s t a t emen t .  M r .  
P h i l i p  Powers, Chief o f  t h e  Bureau o f  Mental Hea l th  and t h e  
Dept. of  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  was a l s o  i n  f avo r  of t h i s  b i l l .  

There w e r e  no opponents t o  HOUSE BILL 174. The committee 
asked s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  and then  went i n t o  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  
R e p .  P z i l m e r  moved t h a t  HOUSE B I L L  174 DO PASS. Motion was 
carried unanimously. 

R e p .  Palmer t h e n  moved t o  p a s s  till Thursday, Jan .  27 t h e  hear -  
i n g  on HOUSE BILL 184. Motion carried'. 

The meet ing was adjourned.  

Secre ta ry '  




