
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
HOUSE AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & I R R I G A T I O N  COMMITTEE 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

January  20, 1 9 7 7  
3:30 p . m .  
Rm. 434 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bldg. . . 

The meet ing was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Vice-Chairwoman Bengtson, w i th  
Chairman Day excused and Represen ta t ive  Jack Gunderson absent :  

Represen ta t ive  Lien,  c h i e f  sponsor  of  HB 152,  was p r e s e n t  t o  e x p l a i n  
t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  was a  r e q u e s t  from t h e  Depart- 
ment o f  L ives tock  and would amend o u t ' t h e  f i v e  head exemption, now 
g iven ,  f o r  change of ownership. 

M r .  Ben Huckins, Department o f  L ives tock ,  was p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y  
as a  p roponent  t o  HB 152.  He expla ined  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  f i v e  head 
exemption it was p o s s i b l e  f o r  producers  t o  s e l l  f o u r  an imals  one 
day and r e t u r n  f o r  s e v e r a l  days  a f t e r ,  s e l l i n g  f o u r  an imals  pe r  
day, t o  avo id  having t h e  c a t t l e  i n spec t ed .  T h i s  b i l l  would change 
t h e  wording t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  Animal Hea l th  Program, s o  t h a t  
each animal  s o l d  had t o  be i n spec t ed  f o r  b rands  and marks, a s  
w e l l  a s  f o r  d i s e a s e .  

Cha r l e s  Brown, Department of  L ives tock ,  t e s t i f i e d  a s  a  proponent 
t o  HB 152. He expla ined  t h a t  t h e r e  were two impor tan t  p o i n t s  
t o  be  made concerning t h i s  b i l l .  1) The b i l l  was r eques t ed  by 
t h e  s t o c k  producers  i n  t h e  ~ ~ e s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e ,  because of 
t h e  d i s e a s e  i n  t h e  milk  cows t h a t  were be ing  s o l d  w i t h i n  t h e  
same c o u n t i e s .  2) I t  would h e l p  t h e  department w i t h  i t s  funding 
problem. H e  cont inued by e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  8 6 %  of  t h e i r  funding 
came from earmarked revenue funds  and t h e  rest came o u t  of  t h e  
f e e s  charged.  A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e i r  money i s  spen t  a t  t h e  
l i v e s t o c k  markets .  HB 152 w i l l  provide more p r o t e c t i o n  s o  they  
w i l l  n o t  have t o  spend a s  much a t  t h e  market f o r  i n s p e c t i o n s .  

Represen ta t ive  Bengtson asked what t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  people  
concerned was? I n  r e p l y ,  t h e  people  i n  western  Montana w e r e  
t h e  ones  t h a t  asked t o  have t h e  b i l l  in t roduced .  They f e l t  t h a t  
it would g i v e  them b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  d a i r y  heards .  

Represen ta t ive  E l l e r d  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Department o f  L ives tock  
had worked f o r  almost  two y e a r s  on t h e s e  v a r i o u s  b i l l s ,  wi th  l o t s  
o f  background work done on them. 

Represen ta t ive  Lien c l o s e d  by say ing  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  was neces sa ry  
t o  keep t r a c k  o f  ownership and h e l p  c o n t r o l  d i s e a s e .  Recommending 
a  do p a s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Chairman Day resumed t h e  c h a i r  from Vice-Chairwoman Bengtson. 

Represen ta t ive  Lien ,  c h i e f  sponsor  of HB 153,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  was ano the r  brand i n s p e c t i o n  law t h a t  would r e q u i r e  a l l  c a t t l e  
e n t e r i n g  o r  l e a v i n g  a  commercial feed  l o t  t o  be  i n spec t ed .  T h i s  
had been a  loop  ho le  i n  t h e  brand laws and needed c l o s i n g ,  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  f eed  l o t  owner. 
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Ben Huckins, Department of Livestock, testified that HR 153, was 
requested by the feed lot owners. 

Les Pauly, Montana Stockgrowers Association, went on record,as, 
being in favor of HB 152, and HB 153. 

Representative Lien closed with a do pass recommendation. 

With no objection, Chairman Day announced executive action would 
be taken on HB 152, and HB 153. 

Representative Johnston moved HB 152, do pass. It was seconded 
by Representative Staigmiller. The motion was passed unanimously. 

Representative Severson moved HB 153, do pass. It was seconded 
by Representative Smith. The motion was passed unanimously, 

Representative Johnston moved to adjourn. It was passed unanimously. 
/r 

Adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

~illikm M. Day, ehaFn 




