
HIGHWAYS AND TFUiXSPOKTATION 
COMMITTEE 

January 18, 1' 

The Committee on Highways and Transportation was called to order on 
January 18, 1977, at 3 : 3 0  p.m. with Chairman William R. Baeth presiding 
and all members were present. Senators Graham, Manning and Aber were 
also in attendance from the Senate Highways Committee. 

Chairman Baeth introduced Mike Mildahl, chief of Data Processing 
Bureau, Department of Justice. Mr. Mildahl distributed a report 
on Montana automobile registration figures and summarized it briefly. 
He also gave a history on the staggering license program and men- 
tioned some newspaper articles on the subject. These clippings were 
given to the chairman for copying and distribution to the committee. 

One of the problems he brought up was the exemptions for staggering 
registrations - personalized plates, state cars, certain trucks, 
trailers, motorcycles, snowmobiles and boats. This presents some 
confusion to the county treasurers. Another problem is notification 
of expiration dates. 

Mr. Keyser asked if part of the problem is because enforcement is 
difficult because of the visibility of the license tags. He stated 
that it has been suggested that stickers in the vehicle window 
might be an answer. The number would represent the month and a 
color would represent the year. This would be much more visible 
for enforcement agencies in checking registrations. There would, 
of course, be a cost factor to be considered. 

Jerry Rannig of the Montana Automobile Dealers Association said he 
had recently t.alked to the Highway Patrol and this subject is being 
studied. 

Mr. Rannig also brought up the problems county officials are having 
with multiple registrations for people with a number of vehicles. 
He read to the committee the pertinent law and rules and regulations 
on multiple registrations. The chairman requested a copy of them. . 

Larry HUSS, also a representative of MADA, stated that readjustment 
of anniversary dates on multiple registrations could complicate matters. 
There was a general discussion as to the different alternatives to 
this problem. 

Senator Graham stated he felt county offici-als have not been fully 
informed and trained on s t agge red  r e g i s t r a t i o n s .  I t  w2s suggested 
new instructions be written for the county officials and that the 
language be kept simple and precise. 

Mr. Kanduch brought up the subject of the title registration $10 fee 
charged each time a title is transferred. He felt this should be 
eliminated. 



The subject of assessment rules was brought up.  Larry Huss stated 
that the blue book is received by the counties at the beginning of 
January and is kept the same all year. 

Senator Aber mentioned a problem with GVW fees. Representative 
Keyser also stated there was a problem in getting G W  stickers on 
time. 

Representative Mular made a suggestion that the House and Senate 
committees on Highways and Transportation issue a joint press release 
that the counties follow the staggering license rules and regulations 
closely. 

Senator Aber explained to the committee about his work on the matter 
of legal turn-arounds on interstate highways. 

The chairman announced that HB 82, 87, and HB 125 will be heard in 
the committee's meeting on January 20, 1977. 

The chairman also announced that HB 158, 159 and HJR 11 will be 
heard in the committee's meeting on January 25, 1,977. 

The meeting adjourned at 4 : 3 0  p.m. 
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Wtliiam R. Baeth, Chairman 
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