
BUSINESS AND ISJD'JSTRY COlI$IiTTEE 

The Business a d  Indus t ry  Co~nmittee meeting was c a l l e d  t o  
order  t h i s  date a t  3 : 3 0  P.i:4., i n  Room 434 ,  Capi to l  Building, 
wi th  Chairman Vincent presiding.  A 1 1  members were p resen t ,  
w i th  t h e  exception of Representatj-ve Burnett :  W%O was excused. 

House 3i l l  58 w a s  discussed,  R c ~ r e s e n t a t i v e  Holnles, sponsor,  
s t a t e d  she  w a s  a f i rm b e l i e v e r  i n  smoke de tec t ion  devices  i n  
the borne and gave a b r i e f  desc r ip t ion  of a smoke de tec to r .  
Also, she gave ins tances  where t h e  smoke d e t e c t o r  had saved 
many l i v e s  from death causec? by fire. 

Represciztativc fZolmes then introduced Flr. James i<e?:nhe l , repre-  
sen t ing  t h e  Depzrtment of ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  I371ilding Code Admini- 
s t r a t i o n  Bureau, oppcri~ent. l i ir. Aenk3el stated t h a t  due t o  t h e  
unders taf fed  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  they  are unable t o  handle the inspec- 
t i o n  t h a t  i s  ncedeif for t h e  devices. I-:e a l s o  s t a t e d  t l~eepufs l ic  
a t t i t u d e  a t  this date i s  a g a i n s t  some state codes and a t  t h i s  
t i m e  it would be a d i s a s t e r  (testimony a t t a c h e d ) .  

?&presentative iiolmes srfimitted t o  the c o n r ~ i t t e e  a r e s o l u t i o n  
which she w i l l  submit t o  t h e  Senate d i r e c t i n q  t h e  Department 
of Zidministration t o  pub l i c i ze  and encourage the  use and nain- 
tenance of smoke d e t e c t o r s  i n  !3uildingr; colz$tructed i n  Yiontana. 

The discussion was open t o  questions, 142. ;:embe1 said regarding 
staniiard:, ciL siacj:;a d e t e c t o r s  t i ra t  they  are l abe led  by 1% o r  a 
d e t e c t i n g  aqcncy. Tie a L s ~  said c o s t  i s  from $53.90 t o  $60.010 
pe r  un i t .  2epresenta t ive  Colrilcs said they c o s t  $23.50. She 
s ta te6  t h a t  nost f m i l i e s  p u t  one near t h e i r  chilcZrenrs bed- 
room. 

Lfouse B i i l  49 w a s  discussed. Representat ive Bra6ley, sponsor,  
appeared before t h e  committee stating briefly an e x p l a ~ l a t i o n  of 
t h e  computerized check-out system (UPC) and her  major concern 
nhout s t o r e s  using t&is system i s  dropping t h e  iren n r i c i n ~  of 
t h e  products. She s a i d  t h a t  when t h e  p r i c e  is n o t  l i s t e d  on 
t h e  product,  it would produce a great proh3.e~ f o r  the cost--  
conscious consmler. The r a v i d  changing of p r i c e s ,  t h e  d e l i -  
c a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  Sctwecn t h e  scanner and t h e  coz.puter, and 
t h e  r a p i d  f l a s h  of p r i c e  on t h e  cash register would produce 
a d i s a ~ l v ~ t a g e  t o  W1e consmixer. She a l s o  s a i d  l e g i s l a t i a n  s i m i -  
lar  t o  t h i s  i s  being intro6-uced i n  many s t a t e s  and is  a l s o  being 
consiclered in Congress. We should cons ider  it now before w e  
have many of these  systems i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  

The fallo.c~.ing men t e s t i f i e d  as proponents: !.lr. Ernes t  Post, 
r ep resen t ing  the Workers and Consumers; and Lonny ?layer, 
represent ing  the  R e t a i l  C le rk ' s  Union ( tes t imonies  a t t a c h e d ) .  
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The following men t e s t i f i e d  a s  opponents: I&. Ross Cannon, 
represent ing  l.Plontana Food -";tr ibutors Associat ion,  presented 
a f i l m  s t r i p  showing t h e  UPC System and how e f f i c i e n t  it works; 
M r .  Prank Gapps, Planager of Super Save Supermarket i n  ITelena; 
Wr. Roward Cornish, represent ing  Ryans, Inc. ;  14.r. 3oh G u m e t t ,  
represent ing  Ryans, Lnc. ; i4r. C l i f f  Smith, computer engineer;  
Representat ive E l l i s ;  I4r .  Russ Livergood, Montana R e t a i l  Asso- 
c i a t i o n ;  and M r .  James 19fcFarland, DeparW.ent of Business Regu- 
l a t i o n s  ( tes t imonies  a t t a c h e d ) .  

Representat ive Bradley closed  i n  saying she i s  relieved. about 
sorne of her fearsF b u t  she s t i l l  has fears on some of the aspects 
of t h e  UPC System. 

T h e  d iscuss ion  was open t o  quest ions.  14.r. Gum3t t  s a i d  t h a t  
i f  t h e r e  was a power f a i l u r e ,  t h e r e  are duel computers and t h e  
o t h e r  comp~xter would take over. 

M r .  Capps s t a t ed  t h e  emplopen t  r a t e  wi th  tlie TJPC System would 
not d e l e t e  any employees. It  could poss ib ly  make room for  more 
jobs. Also, t h e  check v e r i f i c a t i o n  system i n  t h e  computer te l l s  
t h e  c a s h i e r  i f  t h e  person ' s  check is acceptable  by s i rLply  i n s e r t i n g  
t h e  check i n t o  t h e  cash r e g i s t e r .  The cash r e g i s t e r  then  reads  
t h e  num?2ers p r i n t e d  on t he  check. If a person had l o s t  his check- 
book and t h e  s t o r e  had it, then t h e  manager could r e t u r n  it t o  
t he  owner. Also, a person who had given t h e  s t o r e  a had check 
~1ou3.d Ilave the i r  check n ~ m b e r  code i n  t h e  com~uter and the con- 
pu te r  t ~ u l d  t e l l  the clerk. LE a person i s  forging checks, 
t h e  s t o r e  aanaqer would imiiediately n o t i f y  t h e  golice.. 

Discussion on house S i l l  t.9 was deferred t o  a subcor~rrtittee. 

Chai~man \Tincent read t h e  minutes oC t h e  meeting on Januar:~ 5 
regarding use of tel .evision o r  tape  recorders  during committee 
hearings.  

There  being no f u r t h e r  business ,  t h e  neeting was adjourned a t  
5:50 P.W. ,  u n t i l  Wednesday, January 1 2 ,  a t  3c30  P.M. 

. - ... ---- -----.--- - 
John Vincent 




