
The committee was called to order at 3:50 p.m., with all members 
prcsent except Reps. Kennerly an? ?:vaaLen, who were excused. 

The Chairperson distributed a memo from the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, which is attached. 

Dorothy Eck appeared before the committee to dfscuas the Con- 
stitutional Convention and the new Constitutional provisions for 
education. 

There was dissatisfactian with the old Board of Education, and 
problems because of the number of units, duplication of curricu- 
Im and the way the Board meetings were conducted. Sometimes 
representatives of the university system had to sit for 2 days 
waiting for public school business to be settled. 

Ms. Eck was not on the Education Committee of the Gonstituthonal 
Convenlion, but it was generally accepted that tltese would be 
2 boards; the Eoard of Regents and the Board of Public Education. 
The problem wftkr  the Board of Public Education is that it is an 
appointed body head& by ar, elect& Official. Delcgatcs knew 
there would be a lot of resistance to eliminating an elected 
Superintendent. This is @he reason the office was left with an 
elected superintendent. 

The substantive change was putting in a Comissioner of Highex 
Education with real authority ae the executive officer of the 
universitj! syetern. The c3elcgrateav intent was to make sure that 
the Regents were really in control of the university systan, and 
they are now beginning to work as a unit in Elany areas, i.e., 
curriculum. There was discussion of the use of the term 
chancellor rather than commissioner--commissioner was chosen 
because of an old scandal involving the chancellor. There w ~ s  
also a proposal to have a unified sys t em with ell education 
under one corrmissioner. There was discussion on having a 
department of education that covered kindergarten through college. 

Another paint of difference which the delegates left to the 
Leyislaturem~as vocational education. There were many possibilities 
but there was no way of telling how permanently vocational educa- 
tion would be handled. The new proposal of handling vocational 
education through the Board of Public Education is the kind of 
thifig the C~nstitutioniil Canvention would have approved. 

The autonomy of the Board of Regents was also controversial. 
tfany times a proposal for Legislative control  of finance was 
submitted, but it was  always defeated. Thc Regents merely 
submit a unified budget. 
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The d e l e g a t e s  l e f t  t h e  assignment of t h e  Superintendent  of 
Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ' s  d u t i e s  t o  t h e  Leg i s l a tu re  i n  o r d e r  t o  leave  
f l e x i b i l i t y .  About 60% of t h e  de legates  v~ouzd have p r e f e r r e d  a 
systerrL with many fewer e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  I t  was a matter of 
p r a c t i c a l i t y  t o  leave them i n ,  because people would n o t  have 
voted f o r  tlie new Cons t i tu t ion  if they had been a l i m i n i l t ~ d .  
There was a cjreat fear of having t o o  mvlcll power eentereci i n  t h e  
Governor o r  leaving too  much t o  t h e  Leg i s l a tu re .  Ifolt.revcr, t he  
L e g i s l a t u r e  can change the d u t i e s  of elected o f f i c i a l s .  

E lec t ion  of tile Boards of Education and Regents were also 
discussed. The de lega tes  knew tilere was a b e t t e r  chance of 
g e t t i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  board through nomination than through 
e l e c t i o n .  

Other areas of controversy were f i n a n c i a l ,  The d e l e g a t e s  main- 
t a i n e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t  of t h e  Universi ty  System w i t h  very 
s t rong  f e e l i n g  t h a t  it should be a p o s t  a u d i t ;  t h a t  t h e  
Leg i s l a tu re  should no t  be involved ar i n  a p o s i t i o n  of approving 
items before they are spen t  except f o r  t o t a l  budget. There were 
provis ions  t h a t  would r e q u i r e  u n i v e r s i t y  system t o  opera te  under 
t h e  state accounting system, b u t  those  were dc le ted ,  There was 
a proposal t h a t  would have adopted an accounting s y s t e m  compatible 
with  t ie  s t a t e  system h u t  it was a l s o  l e f t  out.  

There were a l s o  proposzls  t o  s t a t e  i n  t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  what kind 
of systen we should provide. Thc f i n a l  wording s a i d  sz b a s i c  
system of q u a l i t y  educfition and it was recognized t h a t  r.Ton$ana 
would abide by c o u r t  cases  r equ i r ing  equa l i za t ion  of funding. 

The de lega tes  discussed g i v i n ~  t h e  Doards of Regents autonomy 
Gut decided t o  make theta respons ib le  t o  the L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  t h e  
budget alone. Coxm~unity co l l eges  w e r e  a l s o  discussed,  b u t  a t  
t l ~ a t  t i m e  the f e e l i n g  was t h a t  they ~rould  be a cornuni ty 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

The Convention d i d  n o t  see u n i v e r s i t i e s  as goverment, and there-  
fore did  not see that they should bc under the control of 
t h e  government, The u n i v e r s i t y  system presents i t s  budget t o  
t h e  L e s i s l a t u r e  and it i s  more l i k e  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  payrnent than 
government funding of i t s  branches. The Legislature very 
d e f i n i t e l y  has the r i g h t  t o  set t h c  level of funding but no t  
where the money i~ spent .  The Legislature does not have much 
c o n t r o l  over  t h e  accounting system of t h e  u n i v e r s i t : ~  system. 
However, t h e  Board of Regents had made their budgeting system 
uniform. 

There was a s h o r t  d i scuss ion  on nation-wide accounting system 
for u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and t h e  Statewide Budgeting and Accounting 
System, SBXS, which ere n o t  conpat iblc .  

The wi tness  was thanked and excused. There being no f u r t h e r  
business ,  t h e  meeting adjourned at 4 : 4 5  p.m. 

U?N PNRY DUSSAULT, Chairperson 
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of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  
S t a f f  Aid t o  L e g i s l a t o r s  

I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n v i t c  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  s e e k i ~ t g  i c f o r m a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  t o  m'xke u s e  of t h e  e x p e r t i s e  and. d a t a  a v a i l a b l z  
w i t i l i a  t h e  O f f i c e  of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .  My s t a f f  h a s  been informsd t h a t  f o r  
t h e  p r e s e n t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  pe r fo rming  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  
o f  I lontana,  iliey a r e  t o  a v a i l  thernselvzs t o  any 1 e g i s l a t o r  se?l i in j ;  i n f o r m ~ t  i o n .  
Uowever, a t  t h i s  t ime ,  my s t a f f  w i l l  remain i n  t h e i r  o f f i c e s  excep t  upon r e q u e s t  
from a l e g i s l a t o r .  1: do hope t h a t  you w i l l  r e s p e c t  r l i e i r  schedules and have 
p a t i e n c e  i n  a w a i t i n g  a  r e s p o n s e .  - 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  b e  happy t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  of a u d i o - v i s u a l  equipment f o r  any l e g i s l a t o r .  P l e a s e  c a l l  443-2082 
f o r  t h i s  t y p e  of a s s i s t a n c e .  

Although I encourage  you t o  c a l l  on any member of my s t a f f ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p e r s o n s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  h e l p  you o r  d i r e c t  you t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e r s o n n e l .  

Georgia  R i c e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  449-3654 

Alve Thomas 

Bob S t o c k t o n  

Gordon Warner 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r  449-2082 
Department of B a s i c  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
( i n c l u d e s  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n ,  s p e c i a l  e d ~ i c a t i o n ,  
I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n  and o t h e r  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  
a r e a s )  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r  449-31.67 
Department of F i n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s  

A s s i s t a n t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t / ~ i r e c t o r  449-3126 
Department of V o c a t i o n a l  and Occupa t iona l  
Services 

cc: O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  S t a f f  




