
HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE LEGISLATURE 

January 4, 1977 

The meeting of the House Rules Committee was called to order by 
Rep. Meloy, Chairman, on the above date in Room 343 at 11:50 A.M. 

Members of the committee present were: 

Rep. Bradley 
Rep. Meloy 
Rep. Fagg 

Rep. Driscoll Rep. Brand 
Rep. Marks Rep. Moore 
Rep. Kvaalen Rep. Bardanouve 

House Resolution No. 1. 

Rules to govern the proceedings of the House, in addition to the 
joint rules, were considered. Rep. Meloy stated that rules for 
the house needed to be adopted and reported out. 

Following a general discussion, Rep. Bradley moved that House 
Rule H1-6 be eliminated in its entirety. 

Rep. Driscoll mentioned that, as Speaker of the House, he has 
contemplated proposing that when the House is in session, no one 
will be allowed on the floor except legislators, former legislators, 
wives, and constituents with guides. There would be no interns 
or aides allowed; the legislators could confer with their aides and 
interns in the vestibule. 

Following further discussion, Rep. Moore seconded Rep. Bradley's 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Following discussion regarding House Rule H1-4, Rep. Kvaalen moved 
to strike Hl-4 in its entirety. The motion was seconded and 
carried unanimously. 

It was unanimously decided to strike the words "and journal" from 
lines 7, 9-10, and 12, of Chapter 8, House Rule H8-1. 

There was further discussion regarding floor privileges for aides 
and interns. Rep. Marks mentioned that he would like to see a 
differentiation made between aides and interns. Rep. Driscoll 
said there seemed to be some resentment towards the Legislative 
Council, that there may be privileges given to their interns that 
weren't granted to other interns. Rep. Fagg stated that the floor 
traffic should be controlled by the Sergeant-at-Arms, and that 
the interns and aides are here to learn and should be allowed access 
to the floor. Rep. Moore suggested setting aside an area in the 
middle of the gallery for interns and aides. Rep. Meloy felt that 



t h e  Sergeant-at-Arms s h o u l d  c o n t r o l  t h e  f l o o r  t r a f f i c  and t h a t  t h e  ' 

q u e s t i o n  o f  a c c e s s  s h o u l d  be  d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s e d  upon abuse  o f  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e .  S t r o n g e r  measures shou ld  t h e n  be t a k e n  i f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
w a r r a n t s .  Rep. Bardanouve f e l t  t h a t  t h e  n o i s e  i s  a  problem f o r  
some of  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i t h  h e a r i n g  problems.  Rep. Meloy 
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  it be  t r i e d  f o r  a  week o r  s o  and if t h e r e  i s  a  
problem, t h e n  a  r u l e  c o u l d  be made. Rep. Bardanouve and Rep. Moore 
w e r e  concerned a b o u t  t h e  background n o i s e  and f e l t  t h a t  it needed 
t o  be  c o n t r o l l e d .  Rep. D r i s c o l l  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s p o n s o r s  of  
i n t e r n s  and a i d e s  c o u l d  b e  a d v i s e d  t o  u s e  d i s c r e t i o n  a b o u t  a l l o w i n g  
t h e i r  i n t e r n s  and a i d e s  on t h e  f l o o r .  Rep. Meloy t h o u g h t  t h a t  c o n t r o l  
s h o u l d  b e  on a c a s e  by c a s e ,  day by day b a s i s .  Reps. D r i s c o l l  and 
Moore f e l t  t h a t  a  h a r d  and f a s t  r u l e  c o u l d  be  d e v i s e d .  

Fol lowing t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  Rep. Moore moved t h a t  House R e s o l u t i o n  No. 1 
b e  adop ted  a s  amended. T h i s  motion was seconded and c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Genera l  d i s c u s s i o n  was had r e g a r d i n g  S e n a t o r  T u r n a g e ' s  p r o p o s a l  
r e g a r d i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t .  I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  no p o s i t i o n  needed 
t o  b e  t a k e n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  the,lmeetinq' .was , a d j o u r n e d  a t  12:20 P . M .  



S'CAKDII4G COFi,,hlPTEE REPORT 

we, your committee on ......... R~J~F~~.. . . . I  ............................................................................................................................ 

- - 
.. having had under consideration ......... Ll.0.Un.C ... ~ ~ c . s Q ~ L ~ . ~ ~ . c ! ~ . x  1J.0 . . .  ........................................... Bill No. ................. 

A RESOLtfTIO1J OF TlJE I:'OUSE OF lWPPJ:SENTATIm?S OF TXR STATE Ol? !.15)?lTWlA 
TO ADOPT RULXS. TO CZVEXG ITS PIiOCi3EDIlIGS I fJ  ADDZT1O;T TO TZi3 JOIXT 
RULES 

.......... .................. Respectfully report as follows: That I I X ~ U S ~ . . R C S G ~ . I L ~ ~ G ! R . . . -  ..................................... Bill NO. 

Be mended in the in t rod-uced hill as fol1or:rs: 

I. Amcnd page 2 dcc t lon  U1-4, lines 1 through 5 .  
S t r i k e :  section 111-4 i n  i ts e n t i r e t y .  

2. Amend page 2 ,  scction E l - 5 ,  l i n e  6 .  
S t r i k e :  the f igure  I i l - 5  
Insert: E l - 4  

3 .  Amend page 2, section E l - 6 ,  lines 11 t h r o u q h  15, 
S t r i k e :  s e c t i o n  Ell-F; in i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

4 ,  h ~ e n d  page 4 ,  section 0, line 7. 
Following: "Rules"  
S t r i k e :  "and Journal"  

5 .  Amend page 4 ,  sec t ion  8 ,  l i n e s  3 anc? 1-9, 
Following: " ru l en"  
S t r i k e :  *and journal" 

6. Amend page 4 ,  section 8, line 12. 
Following: "ruleon 
S t r i k e :  "and journal" 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena,  Mont. 


