
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Butte, MT
April 22, 2019
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Tina Reinicke, Hon. Steve Bolstad, MaryAnn Ries, Peggy Tonon, Peter Ohman, Hon. Kelly Mantooth, and Hon. Jessie Connolly. 
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:   None
Members Absent:  Hon. Heidi Ulbricht, Justice Jim Rice and Charlie Harball
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.    
PUBLIC COMMENT:    None.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on March 15, 2019, were reviewed.  Judge Fagenstrom moved that the minutes be approved.  Judge Frederickson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Bond Book Committee

Subsequent to Judge Carver’s retirement, Judge Miller appointed Judge Kerry Burman as the new member and chairwoman of the committee.

NEW BUSINESS:
Election of Officers

Shauna Ryan reported that pursuant to the Supreme Court’s order, the Commission needs to hold an election of officers annually. Judge Fagenstrom nominated Judge Miller as chairman.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion.  Judge Fagenstrom nominated Judge Mantooth as vice-chairman.  Judge Mantooth declined to serve at this time.  Peter Ohman nominated Judge Frederickson as vice-chairwoman due to her longevity on the Commission.  Judge Mantooth seconded the motion.  MaryAnn Ries moved that nominations be closed.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Judge Miller and Judge Frederickson will serve as chairman and vice-chairwoman for the next year (April 22, 2020).     
Ethics Credits at Conference

Judge Jeanne Walker sent an email asking if the OCA had a recommendation on how attorney judges obtain their required 2.0 ethics credit hours each year.  The conferences provide a portion of the requirement but not all.  Due to her status as a full-time judge, Judge Bolstad doesn’t think she is required to maintain her CLE requirements.  If she has concerns, she needs to contact the State Bar.   

Abbreviated Training for Municipal Court Judges

Judge Frederickson indicated that Judge Bolstad is currently assigned to train two new municipal court judges.  One is a part-time in Missoula and the other is full-time in Helena.  Judge Bolstad had not yet met with either of them and wondered if he could meet with them at some point during the conference and just provide them with an abbreviated training, rather than traveling to Missoula and Helena to meet with them individually.  Judge Bolstad would meet with them outside of class.  Technically, this is not a Commission matter, but rather an MMA function as it appoints the training judges.  The Commission did not have any issues with the request.

Request for Temporary Certificate and Waiver of Training for New Judge     

Hon. Penny McPherson:  Peggy Tonon approved the temporary waiver of training for Judge McPherson.  The Commission concurred.   

Request for Waiver of Training for Spring 2019 Conference

Hon. Stormy Langston:  On behalf of the waiver committee, Peggy Tonon denied the waiver request because it failed to meet the “good cause” criteria.  The Commission concurred.  
Hon. Rebecca McEuen:  Judge McEuen withdrew her original request but raised a separate issue related to her mother’s health.  Peggy Tonon sent the judge a new waiver form and requested that she complete and return the waiver if an issue should arise during the conference.     
Petition for Writ of Supervisory Control – OP 19-0133
Judge Fagenstrom wanted to discuss the petition filed by the OPD against his court.  The petition was filed based on his order directing OPD to appoint counsel to represent an indigent criminal defendant charged with a non-jailable misdemeanor offense.  Pursuant to statute, OPD asserts that he has no authority to compel it to provide a public defender in that type of case.  The Supreme Court has not yet issued an order. A lengthy discussion among the Commission members followed.  
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.      
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be June 21, 2019, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.      
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