
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Missoula, MT
September 25, 2017
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Hon. Heidi Ulbricht, Peggy Tonon, Hon. Bob Wood, Hon. Jessie Connolly, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom and Tina Reinicke.
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  None
Members Absent:  Hon. Jim Rice, Charlie Harball, MaryAnn Ries, and OPD member (TBD).  
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.              
PUBLIC COMMENT:    No public comment.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on August 18, 2017, were reviewed.  Peggy Tonon noted that the newest member’s name is MaryAnn Ries, not Eileen Ries, as referenced in the letter from the County Attorneys Association.  A motion was made by Judge Wood and seconded by Judge Connolly that the minutes be approved as amended.  The motion passed unanimously.
Montana Rules of Evidence Book

Judge Connolly reported that the MMA will take a vote among the membership on how much they are willing to contribute towards the payment of this update.  The MMA will meet on Wednesday, September 27, 2017, at 3:00 p.m.  Judge Connolly will report back at the next Commission meeting.
Benchbook Update/Forms Approval

Judge Frederickson distributed several forms for review.  She commended Judge Dan Wilson for his continued involvement and assistance with updating the forms.  She was hopeful they could have everything reviewed and approved by spring.  Judge Carver asked when the forms approved to-date would be put out on the Supreme Court’s website.  Judge Frederickson was hoping to put the final product on the website once everything is complete.    

1) Summons – Approved as amended
2) Complaint – Approved as amended 

3) Affidavit of Service – Approved as amended
4) Notice of A Lawsuit and Request to Acknowledge and Waive Service of a Summons – Approved as amended
5) Dismissal After Deferred Imposition – Tabled for revisions
Fall 2017 Conference Agenda - Status

Shauna Ryan provided the current agenda for the upcoming conference.  Everything is set in stone and there were no remaining issues.       
Moodle Discussion – Concerns? 

Discussion about Moodle is tabled until the next meeting.  Derrek Shepherd will be available to answer any questions.
NEW BUSINESS:
Bill Hooks Resigns from the Commission
Mr. Hooks is no longer employed with the Office of the State Public Defender; therefore he tendered his resignation from the Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction. The Commission will ask the Court how they want to go about appointing a replacement. They will ask the Court if it would be appropriate to substitute the new Public Defender Division Administrator for the old Chief Public Defender seat on the Commission.  Judge Miller will talk to Justice Rice.  
Plaques for Past Commission Members

The Commission requested that a plaque be ordered for both Bernie Cassidy and Bill Hooks.  The plaques will be presented at a future conference by a member of the Supreme Court.   
Dillon City Court Judge Resigns

Judge Crystal Thompson resigned from her position as city court judge in Dillon, effective August 30, 2017.  She resigned amidst a criminal investigation by DCI for misappropriation of court money.  Beaverhead County Justice of the Peace, Candy Hoerning, will serve as the interim city judge through the end of December.  The winner of the November election will take office on January 1, 2018.    
Request for Waiver of Training for Fall 2017 Conference

Hon. James Olson, Hon. Al Homme, Hon. Don Neese, Hon. Peter “Joe” Rapkoch, Hon. Rebecca McEuen, and Hon. Larry Carver:  Judge Fagenstrom moved to approve the actions of the waiver committee.  Judge Wood seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Hon. Justin Bartels:  Judge Connolly moved to approve the action of the waiver committee – that Judge Bartels’ request for a waiver not be approved.  The commission especially does not approve of an unofficially elected or appointed individual being allowed to attend a conference.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it carried by majority vote.   
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.     
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on November 17, 2017, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.    
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