
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Polson, MT
April 24, 2017
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Bernie Cassidy, Tina Reinicke, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Hon. Bob Wood, Bill Hooks, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Peggy Tonon and Hon. Jessie Connolly.
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  None
Members Absent:  Charlie Harball, Hon. Heidi Ulbricht, and Justice Jim Rice
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.              
PUBLIC COMMENT:    No public comment.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on February 24, 2017, were reviewed.  A motion was made by Judge Fagenstrom and seconded by Judge Connolly that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
Montana Rules of Evidence Book

Shauna Ryan reported that Judge Harkin was willing and available to update the MRE.  Shauna will follow up with Judge Harkin after the legislative session.  The MMA would like to contribute toward the cost of publishing the books.  The Commission will discuss funding options with Beth McLaughlin at the June meeting.  

Benchbook Update/Form Approval
Judge Frederickson reported that the Commission did not need to review the Search and Seizure section again, but asked that the members look through it and let her know of any suggested corrections or changes.  Judge Frederickson referenced the small claims checklist and asked for some guidance.  The commission did not get copies of the checklist.  She felt there were big discrepancies on the various fees paid to the clerk for different filings.  Even though it is required, not every court charges for an answer, a counterclaim, defendant appearance, etc.  Judge Fagenstrom stated the filing fees are statutorily required.  It may be helpful to give a reminder to the judges during training.    
Small Claims Section

1) Checklist – Approved with additional language
2) Small Claims Section – Approved as amended
3) Praecipe – Approved as amended
4) Complaint – Approved as amended
5) Order and Notice to Defendant – Withdrawn and will be redrafted
6) Counterclaim – Approved as amended
7) Interpleader Affidavit – Approved as amended
8) Order for Interpleader Answer – Approved as amended
9) Answer to Execution – Approved as amended
10) Satisfaction of Judgment – Approved as amended
11) Script – Approved as amended
Judge Frederickson referred the Commission to the small claims pamphlet published by the AG’s office in 2009.   Is there any hope that the AG’s office could update it?  Judge Frederickson will contact that office and report back to the Commission at the June meeting. 

Judge Frederickson reported that she needs to review the rest of the civil section, which is not nearly as big as the criminal section, and then will need to spend several hours on the PMFA section.  The Commission then needs to decide how they want the book posted on the website. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Request for Temporary Certificate and Waiver of Training for New Judge

Hon. Pete Rasmussen (Teton County JP):  Judge Carver moved to approve the action of the waiver committee.  Judge Wood seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Request for Waiver of Training for Spring 2017 Conference

Hon. Erin Fink, Hon. JoAnne Nelson, Hon. Rebecca McEuen, Hon. Glen Granger:  Judge Carver moved to approve the action of the waiver committee.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Request for Waiver of Training for Fall 2017 Conference

Hon. Catherine Landa:  Judge Carver moved to approve the action of the waiver committee.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.     
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on June 16, 2017, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.    
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