
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Helena, MT
February 20, 2015
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Jessie Connolly, Peggy Tonon, Hon. Bob Wood, Bernie Cassidy, Kelly Addy, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Carlin Cameron and Bill Hooks.
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  Hon. Doug Harkin, Ret.
Members Absent:  Hon. Jim Rice
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. – following the conclusion of curriculum committee meeting.  
Judge Miller welcomed Judge Holly Frederickson to the Commission.  She replaces Judge Gary Olsen who retired at the end of December.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on January 16, 2015, were reviewed.   A motion was made by Kelly Addy and seconded by Judge Fagenstrom that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
Benchbook Update/Approval of Forms  
Judge Miller reported that he spoke with Judge Snowberger and she indicated that despite her new position with the Department of Justice, she is more than willing to move forward with updating the benchbook forms and has made arrangements to continue to attend the Commission meetings until the completion of the project.  Chief Justice McGrath also has no issues with Judge Snowberger continuing as the chair of the subcommittee in light of her new job.       
Judge Snowberger reported that aside from herself, the current subcommittee consists of Judge Connolly, Judge Wilson, Judge Neese and Judge Beckham.

The following forms were reviewed with recommendations as follows:
1) Order – Scheduling Omnibus – Approved
2) Bail Conditions/Continuance Order – Remanded to subcommittee

3) Bail Conditions PFMA – Remanded to subcommittee

4) Firearm Receipt – Approved

5) Bail Conditions Alcohol – Remanded to subcommittee

6) Cash Bond Forfeiture – Tabled until after legislative session

7) Bond Forfeiture Bail Bondsman Surety – Tabled until after legislative session

8) Bond forfeiture Individual Surety – Tabled until after legislative session

9) Minutes – Remanded to subcommittee

10) Sentence – Remanded to subcommittee

11) Sentence Partner and Family Member Assault – Remanded to subcommittee

12) Sentence Alcohol – Remanded to subcommittee

13) Information Sheet: Get Ready for a Jury Trial – Approved

14) Bond Affidavit – Approved

15) Court Referral for Alive at 25 School – Approved
16) Court Referral for 24/7 Program – Approved 

17) Community Service Work Log – Approved

18) Initial Appearance Checklist – Approved

19) Court Referral for Ignition Interlock – Approved

20) Court Referral for SoberLink – Remanded to subcommittee

Judge Fagenstrom moved that the forms be approved as noted during discussion.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

Montana Justice Institute (MJI) – Update

Peggy Tonon distributed a copy of the proposed commitment letter to those individuals who signed up to attend MJI.  She will add a line where the attendee can indicate whether they want a single or double room.  The form, along with a cover letter, will be mailed to those who signed up to attend the school at the fall certification conference.  An email will also be sent again to all the limited court judges with a final offer to attend MJI along with the commitment letter.  The deadline for returning the commitment letter will be sometime in mid-March.  Ms. Tonon is still working on the details in the memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the law school.  Beth McLaughlin is sending her some sample MOU’s.  Judge Carver moved that the commitment letter be approved as amended.  Judge Wood seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Judge Carver agreed to send – via email – one final offer to attend MJI to the rest of the judges, with the commitment letter attached.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Election of Officers – Chair and Vice-Chair  
Judge Wood moved that the current officers remain as they stand.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Judge Miller will continue to serve as chairman of the Commission and Judge Carver will serve as vice-chairman.  

Resignation of COCOLJ Member  
Kelly Addy resigned from the Commission effective February 23, 2015.  He has accepted a full time appointment as the pastor of Bigfork Community United Methodist Church, and therefore will be resigning from the Billings City Attorney’s Office in June.  Mr. Addy held the seat for a city attorney on the Commission.  The Commission discussed the names of several possible municipal attorneys to replace Mr. Addy.  Judge Fagenstrom moved that Mr. Addy be given approval to contact the attorneys who had been identified about the city attorney vacancy on the Commission and report back to the Commission prior to its March meeting.  Judge Carver seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.        
Spring 2015 Conference 
Judge Carver moved that the curriculum committee’s suggested changes be approved and the agenda be modified accordingly.  Kelly Addy seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Reduction of Office Hours after Filing Date
Judge Miller would like to table this discussion until the Commission has a chance to review the material forwarded to him by Bernie Cassidy.  Shauna Ryan agreed to copy and mail the material to each of the members.  This matter will be discussed again at the March meeting.   
Approve Request for Waiver of Training for Fall 2014 Conference
Karen Orzech:  Peggy Tonon moved that this matter be tabled until the March meeting when Judge Harkin is available to participate in the discussion. Judge Frederickson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  The Commission would like to discuss the parameters of when a waiver is granted and when it is not – to ensure uniformity.  
Approve Request for Waiver of Training for Spring 2015 Conference

Kathleen Brandis:  Peggy Tonon moved that this matter be tabled until the March meeting when Judge Harkin is available to participate in the discussion.  Judge Frederickson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  The Commission would like to discuss the parameters of when a waiver is granted and when it is not – to ensure uniformity.
Juvenile Probation Officer as a Substitute Judge
Judge Miller questioned whether a juvenile probation officer should be allowed to serve as a substitute judge or not. The Commission will discuss this issue at the next meeting with Judge Harkin in attendance.    

Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.    
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on March 20, 2015, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.  
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