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STATE OF MONTANA
Executive Order ko. 4-81

Office of the Governor

Ex»cutive Order calling for the establishment of an Inter-
agency Pipeline Task Force to coordinate the siting of proposed
large diameter pipelines in Montana.

WHEREAS, several agencies ol state governmenlt have statu-
tory authority to regulate different elements respcecting the
siting, construction and operation of large pipelines in Montana;

WHHEREAS, no agency ol state povernment has comprehensive
statutory authority to coordinate the permitiing and review pro-
cesses of the state agencies concerning the siting, construc-
tion and operation of large diameter pipelines;

WHEREAS, Executive Order 5-80, issued July 30, 1980, es-
tablished the interagency Pipeline Task lorce to Jacilitate
joint, cooperative and coordinated actions by state agencies
in [ulfilling legal ocbligations relating to the Northern Tier
Pipeline;

WHEREAS, the siting, construction and opera;ion of all
large diameter pipelines in Montana requires the joint, coopera-
tive and coordinated actions by state agencies.in fulfilling
legal obligations;

NOW, THERLEFORE, I, TED SCHWINDEN, in accordance with the
authority vested in me as Governor of the State of Montana, do
hereby rescind Ebkxecutive Order No. 5-80, and hereby order and. ..
direct the Department of State Lands, Departmont of Fish, Wild-
life & Parks, Montana Historic Preservation Oflice, Department
of Health & Environmental Sciences, Department ol Highways,
and Department of Natural Resources and Conservatiion to estab-
lislhh by Interagency agreemcent an INTERAGENCY PIPLLINE TASK
FORCE to be administered by the Department of dNatural Resources
and Conservation. The INTERAGENCY PIPELINE TASK IFFORCE shatll
facilitate joint, cooperative and coordinated actions by state
agencies and provide informational support lfor those agencies

in fulfilling legal obligations relating to the siting of
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2ll large diameter interstate pipelines.

The objectives of the INTERAGENCY PIPLELIKE TASK FORCE are
to: reduce duplication of agency effort; provide informational
support to the agencies; help the agencies share other agency
skills, knowledge and expertise; provide the public with infor-
mation; provide a central point of contacl between the construc-
tion and regulatory authorities of the pipeline; expedite the
permitting process where possible; and, provide adequate personnel
for necessary activities performed by the INTERAGENCY PIPELINE
TASK FORCE.

Specifically, the INTERAGENCY PIPELINE TASK T'ORCE shall:

(1) provide a single point of contact to facilitate communica-
tions between state agencies and the construction authority, and
state agencies and the Bureau of Land Management Pipeline Monitor-
ing Olfice; (2) establish an information program to provide in-
formation about general pipeline construction and goverament |
involvement to the public affected by the project; (3) coord-
inate an interagency study to evaluate and recommend a center-
line on state-owned or administered land; (4) work with federal
agencies and private landowners, upon request, on federal and
private lands to promote consistency in centerline selection;
(5) review and evaluate the construction authority's design and
operational plans for agencies if state approvai orl sqch plans
is required prior to construction; (6) coordinale construction
surveillance to determine that permit and easemént cpuditions are
being adhered to; and (7) where applicable, performrtasks con-—
sistent with the procedures of the Alaska Natural Gas Act.

Given under my hand the the GREAT

SEAI ol the State ol Montana this

day ol March in the year of

our LORD, One Thousand Nine Hundred
and Kighty-One.

TED SCHWINDEN, Governor




