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SCRAM Systems

TODAY’S
AGENDA:

Introductions

Completed Training Modules

Online Certification

General Review: 
PharmChek® Sweat Patch 

Q&A



GRAVY
REQUIRED
REQUIRED

Training Modules
Online Certification

PCA-General Overview
PCA-Application & Removal

PCA-Tampers & Allergies
PCA-Navigating CRL & Reports

PCA-Open Q&A’s
PCA-Targeted Roundtable Q&A’s

PCA-Guest Speakers





www.pharmchek.com

COMPLETE THE REQUIRED 
CERTIFICATION FOR 

ANYONE THAT IS 
APPLYING OR REMOVING 

THE 
PHARMCHEK® SWEAT 

PATCH 

TODAY’S GOAL



TECHNICAL GUIDE

FAQ’S

REMINDER:

It’s an open book test!

You must get at least 22 out of the 25 questions correct to receive a passing score.



ONLINE CERTIFICATIONONLINE CERTIFICATION



Advantages of the PharmChek®Sweat Patch: Adults & Juveniles

• Easy Application & 
Removal

• Non-Invasive & Dignified

• Hygienic

• 7–10+ Day Wear

• Forensically Reliable & 
Defensible Results

• Informed Intervention 
Strategies

• Extended Detection 
Window-Continuous 
Collection

• 24/7 Accountability

• FDA Cleared

• Tamper Evident

• No False Positives

• Cost-Effective

• Removes Testing Gaps

• Confirmed Results 
(LC-MS/MS)

• Parent Drug & 
• Metabolite

• Visual Deterrent

• Sanction or Reward

• Court Validated

• 35+ Years of Peer-
Reviewed Research



PHARMCHEK® SWEAT PATCH
CONSTRUCTION

• Transdermal & Continuous

• Collecting insensible perspiration

• Drugs are trapped in the pad

• Semi-permeable membrane allows water vapor & 
gases to escape

• Skin below remains healthy & sterile

• No evidence of environmental contamination

Release Liner

Cellulose Pad

Patch ID#

Polyurethane Film



WHERE & WEAR TIME

The PharmChek® Sweat Patch is worn on 
the upper arm (lower midriff and lower 
back are alternative sites). 

The Sweat Patch should be worn for a 
minimum of 24 hours to ensure an 
adequate amount of sweat is collected 
for testing.

Recommended wear time is 7-10 days 
with SOME individuals being able to 
wear it up to 14 days. 



PHARMCHEK® 

EXPANDED
PANEL



PHARMCHEK® 

STANDARD
PANEL



*It is extremely 
important to note 
that a negative result 
in drug testing does 
not mean NO drugs 
are present. Rather, 
NO drugs are present 
at the “cut-off level”

WHAT IS A CUT-OFF LEVEL?
One of the key concepts within drug testing is 
the application of a cut-off level.

This is the point which segregates a test 
result as being either positive or negative.  
For drug screening tests, a cut-off is      
chosen that will optimize drug detection but 
minimize the number of false positive results.



CHOOSING THE RIGHT METHOD



GAPS IN DETECTION

PharmChek® is the only method that tests “forward”



PHARMCHEK® LAB TESTING WORKFLOW

IMMUNOASSAY SCREEN
Drugs extracted and reviewed, presumptive positives move to certification 

and confirmation, negatives are released by Certifying Scientist 

CONFIRMATION
LC-MS/MS confirmation identifies & quantifies drugs and metabolites

CERTIFICATION
Certifying Scientist reviews screening & confirmation results, conducts QA 

checks, discrepancies are retested or cancelled

ACCESSIONING
Patch sample logged, inspected, barcoded and chain of custody verified



LAB REPORT

CRL DOCUMENTS CHAIN of CUSTODY

10-31-25

10-20-25



COLLECTED: 
Date of 
Application

RECEIVED: 
Date the Lab 
Received

REPORTED: 
Results reported 
out & available

REMOVAL DATE:
Located on COC



INITIAL TEST

CONFIRMATION

POSITIVE LAB REPORT



Building client trust, increasing 
accountability, and improving 
quality of life are drivers of a 
successful personalized drug 

screening program.



DEPTH
(IMPLEMENTING A SWEAT PATCH PROGRAM)

“We selected the successful kids… Out of our 
first ten tests … we had five positives for THC, 
and three for methamphetamine. It was an 
eye-opener! These weren’t individuals we 
suspected of current use, yet the patch 
revealed a very different story. PharmChek® 
was capturing real-time drug use we would 
have missed with urine testing alone.” 

Ed Gilligan
Director of Juvenile Probation, Yuma, AZ

D:  

E:  

P:  

T:

H:

Do the Math

Educate

Plan the Roll-out

Train

Hold the Line



COURT INSTRUCTION & CLIENT RESPONSIBILITY

• Must comply with program rules

• Can still perform normal activities, including work, 
swimming, showering, exercising, etc. 

• Caution: sauna, hot tub, sweat lodge, tanning bed

• If client removes patch without agency/court 
approved, it’s treated as non-compliance

• Nothing can be added to or subtracted from the patch

• Take a picture of the patch when it is applied to 
compare with when removed





ALL RISE BEST PRACTICE STANDARDS

“Sweat testing and other extended detection methods are 
linked to higher completion rates and lower recidivism.” 

All Rise (2025), Adult Treatment Court Best Practice Standards, p. 29, 87.

“Sweat and transdermal alcohol detection            
devices have demonstrated effectiveness for            
both detection and deterrence.”

All Rise (2025), Adult Treatment Court Best Practice Standards, p. 99.



COURT VALIDITY

SAMHSA: Alternative Specimen
“Also, scientific advances in the use of head hair, sweat, and oral fluid in 
detecting drugs have made it possible for these specimens to be used in 
Federal programs with the same level of confidence that has been 
applied to the use of urine.”

—SAMHSA, Federal Register, 4/13/04, 69 FR 19689



SCRAM Systems

FDA CLEARANCE

• Cleared by the US FDA under the 
510(k) premarket notification process

• Classified as Class II medical device

• Specimen collection for drug testing



IS THE PHARMCHEK® SWEAT PATCH SUBJECT
TO PEER-REVIEWED ACADEMIC STUDIES?

Courts regularly cite dozens    
of peer-reviewed academic 
studies that support the 
reliability, admissibility, and 
forensic defensibility of the 
PharmChek® Sweat Patch.

More than 100 peer-reviewed 
clinical and scientific papers 
from research centers 
worldwide have validated the 
PharmChek® Sweat Patch 
as an accurate and reliable 
drug testing device.



Upheld as a valid and reliable drug testing 
device in the courts 75+ times

PharmChek® Sweat Patch Upheld, U.S. 
Court of Appeals, 8th Circuit, 2007

For additional information on all court cases, 
visit pharmchek.com

FEDERAL & STATE COURTS



LITIGATION SUPPORT
PHARMCHEK

DOES NOT
PROVIDE DIRECT

TESTIMONY

Expert Witness
• Dr. Leo Kadehjian or       

Dr. Suman Rana  

• Reliability of the collection
device

• Claims of environmental
contamination

• 3rd party: Not associated
with CRL or PharmChek

Laboratory

• Lab’s scope is narrow

• Testify to the result itself

• Testify to lab process

• They DO NOT testify
regarding the validity of
the collection device



Q & A



Sara McDaniel
SCRAM NW Territory Regional Sales Manager

(509) 863-3476

sara.mcdaniel@scramsystems.com 

Kimberly Henderson
PharmChek Director of Customer Success

(817) 591-4076

khenderson@scramsystems.com 

pharmchekcustomersupport@scramsystems.com

Melissa Bosch
SCRAM Account Manager

(720) 607-1031

mbosch@scramsystems.com 



THANK YOU!


