TITLE: Engaging the Whole Family...That Includes Fathers!

ABSTRACT: Strong families are the foundation of healthy communities, and fathers play a
vital role in promoting child safety, stability, and well-being. Research shows that children
with actively involved fathers experience stronger developmental outcomes and face lower
risks of challenges such as academic difficulties, justice system involvement, and
substance use. However, fathers, particularly those with substance use disorders involved
in child welfare, often encounter systems that limit meaningful engagement.

This session explores why father engagement matters and solutions to common barriers
across child welfare, treatment, and court systems. Participants will learn practical,
evidence-informed strategies to better engage fathers and create family-centered
practices. Attendees will leave with actionable tools to strengthen father engagement and
enhance safety and well-being for children and families.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. Recognize the importance of including fathers in child welfare and treatment case
planning and promoting father-child relationships

2. Learn effective strategies and day-to-day practices to identify and engage fathers in
treatment and services

3. Identify ways to strengthen father engagement across child welfare, substance use
disorder treatment, and court systems serving families affected by substance use
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