TITLE: Helping Families Thrive: Economic Stability and Concrete Supports for Families

ABSTRACT:

This session explores the critical connection between economic stability and child safety
for families engaged with the child welfare system and affected by substance use disorders
(SUDs). Participants will examine how economic hardship can compromise child well-
being and how focused, concrete supports—such as housing assistance, employment
services, and financial aid—can mitigate these risks. The session will highlight innovative
strategies to respond to economic instability more effectively. Attendees will leave with a
deeper understanding of how strengthening economic and concrete supports not only
enhances child safety but also fosters long-term family resilience and stability.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. Describe how economic stability improves child safety for families involved in child
welfare and affected by substance use disorders (SUDs)

2. ldentify key concrete supports that enhance child safety and promote family well-
being

3. Explore practical strategies to improve system responses to economic hardship
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