
MONTANA DISTRICT COURTS
STATEWIDE CASE PROCESSING MEASURES Jul-Sept 2026
Year-to-Date Report

Cases 
Filed

Cases 
Closed

Clearance 
Rate

On-
Time 
Case

Over 
Time 

Cases
OTCP 
Rate

Child Abuse & Neglect 247 184 74% Child Abuse & Neglect 109 75 59%

Civil 3410 3370 99% Civil 3065 305 91%

Criminal 2773 2878 104% Criminal 2398 480 83%

Family 2642 2358 89% Family 1884 474 80%

Involuntary Commitment 177 127 72% Involuntary Commitment 123 4 97%

Juvenile 219 198 90% Juvenile 156 42 79%

Probate/Guardianship 1415 1364 96% Probate/Guardianship 933 431 68%

Grand Total 10883 10479 96% Grand Total 8668 1811 83%

Established Timeframes for On-Time Case Processing Rate

CASE PROCESSING MEASURES

Case Clearance Rate by Year On-Time Case Processing Rate by Year

Processing Rate Detail (Jul-Sept 2026)Case Clearance Rate Detail  (Jul-Sept 2026)

81%
79% 80%

81%

77%

79%

81%

83%

2023 2024 2025 2026

100%
103%

106%

101%

95%

100%

105%

110%

2023 2024 2025 2026

Case Clearance Rate: The case cleara nce rate 

measu res w hether a court is keeping up w ith 

its incoming case load. The rate is the number 

of outgoing cases as a perce ntage of incoming 

cases. A cl ea ran ce ra t e under 100% means th e 

courts are disposing of fewer cases than are 

be ing fil ed. 
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Case Category 

Child Abuse & Neglect 

Civil 

Criminal 

Family 

On-Time Case Processing Rate : The o n ­

t ime case processi ng rate measures t he 

extent a District Court is process ing its 

cases w ith in establ ished t imeframes. 

The rate is t he percentage o f cases that 
are d isposed or otherwise reso lved 

w ithin each timeframe. 
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Timeframes 

(Days) 

457 
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270 
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Involuntary Commitment 180 

Juvenile 180 

Probate/Guardianship 730 

Implement ing case processing measures requi res significant clean-up in t he District Court case management 

system. The Clerks of District Court t hroughout t he 56 counties are w orking diligent ly to update cases in 
compliance wit h t he Distr ict Court Uniform Caseload Filing Standards. The case clearance and on-t ime case 

processing rates in t his report reflect this on-going clean-up work. However, until t he work is completed, it is not 
possible to report on t he age of active cases, which is a case processing measure indicating whet her act ive (open) 

cases are wit hin established t imeframes. 

A f ull report describing t he District Court case processing measures is available at http://courts.mt.gov. 
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