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ELECTIONS - Election of state senators, length of term

of olfice after reapportionment;

LEGISLATURE - Length of term of office of state senators

after reapportionment;

REAPPORTIONMENT - Length of term of office of state

senators after reapportionment;

?Pfgggg? OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL - 40 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
;

MONTANA CONSTITUTION - Article V, sections 3, 14.

HELD: The terms of cffice of members of the Montana
State Senate who were elected in 1982 may not
be shortened as a result of reapportionment
and redistricting.

21 January 1983

Senator Stan Stephens

Office of the President
Montana State Senate

P.0. Box 156, Capitol Station
Helena MT 59620

Dear Senator Stephens:

You have requested my opinion as to whether the terms of
office of members of the Montana State Senate who were
elected in 1982 must be shortened as a result of
reapportionment and redistricting.

As you noted in your request, I recently issued an
opinion concerning a similar inquiry having to do with
the terms of office of Missoula aldermen. See 40 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 1 (1983). That opinion concluded that
aldermen elected to four-year terms in 1981 d4id not need
to run for reelection in 1983 as a result of
reapportionment and redistricting. The conclusion was
based on the fact that Montana state law provided for
four-year terms for aldermen, without establishing any
procedure for shortening the terms after
reapportionment. No Montana Supreme Court cdacision has
been rendered on this issue, so research of the law in
other states was necessary. This research disclosed a
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