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or tractors, owned or controlled by the United States of America or
any state, county or city, but in all other respects the provisions of
this act shal1 be applicable to and binding upon motor vehicles, tractors, trailers, and semi-trailers."
Thus registration of motor vehicles expires on December 31 of each
year and a renewal is necessary to take effect on the first day of January
of each year and not later than February first. The question of dead storage, as indicated in your query, does not alter or make any material difference with reference to the registration in question here-inasmuch as
the motor vehicle was driven on the highway of Montana prior to its
storage.
Under the provisions of Section 1755.6, in order for the applicant to
avoid the penalty therein prescribed, his affidavit would have to comply
with the provisions of said section as hereinabove set out. Upon the statement of facts hereinabove given, the applicant would be required to pay
the penalty. Under the provisions of Section 1760, as amended, certain
exemptions are allowed-but the applicant here would not be entitled to
any exemption under this section of the law. While the Soldiers' and
Sailors' Relief Act has several provisions for exemptions for persons in
the armed forces of the United States, as well as others, none seems to
cover the proposition presented here.
Therefore, we are compelled to hold an applicant for re-registration of
a motor vehicle who makes application therefor in December, after having
had his car in dead storage since February 14th of the same year, having
previously driven said vehicle on the highway of Montana prior to placing
the same in storage, is required to pay the license tax plus ten per
{;entum penalty for registration of said vehicle. The Legislature has not
granted to persons in the armed forces of the United States any exemption with regard to registration and licensing of motor vehicles.
Sincerely yours,
JOHN W. BONNER
Attorney General

No. 315

MARRIAGE LlCENSE AND CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE-CERTIFICATE-RECORDING-RETURN OF
RECORDED INSTRUMENTS AFT E R RECORDINGCOURT, Clerk of, duty of
Held: The parties to a marriage are entitled to the marriage license and
certificate of marriage after the same have been recorded by the
Clerk of the District Court and the Clerk should, after the recording of the certificate of marriage, return the recorded marriage
license and certificate of marriage to the parties to said marriage.
December 11, 1941.
Mr. John M. Comfort
County Attorney
Madison County
Virginia City, Montana
Dear Mr. Comfort:
You have submitted the following:
"The Clerk of the Court has recently come to me with regard to
marriage licenses and certificates which are on file in his office. He
has several inquiries as to persons who would like a certified copy of
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their marriage license. The original license is still on file in his office
and he wishes to know if there is any reason why the original marriage
license could not be returned to the party requesting it as well as
giving it to any proper parties after the same has been recorded."
Section 5716, Revised Codes of Montana, 1935, provides:
"No person authorized to solemnize marriages shall perform such
ceremony until the parties have given him the license issued by the
clerk of the district court for their marriage; and when he has completed any such ceremony he shall enter upon such license a certificate
of such marriage, showing when and where it occurred, and such
certificate shall be attested by two witnesses to such ceremony; he
shall, within thirty days after such marriage has been solemnized,
return said license and certificate to the clerk of the district court,
who shall record the certificate in the same book where the said marriage license is recorded."
Section 5720, Revised Codes of Montana, 1935, provides:
"The original certificate of marriage, made as prescribed in this
chapter, and the record thereof by the clerk of the district court, or
a copy of such record duly certified by the clerk of the district court,
shall be received by all courts in all places as presumptive evidence of
such marriage."
The retention by the Clerk of the District Court of the marriage license
and certificate of marriage after the recording thereof serves no useful
purpose. It is my opinion the parties to a marriage are entitled to the
marriage license and certificate of marriage, after the same have been
recorded by the Clerk, and the Clerk should, after the recording of the
certificate of marriage, return the recorded marriage license and certificate
of marriage to the parties to said marriage.
Sincerely yours,
JOHN W. BONNER
Attorney General

No. 316
PUB L I C WELFARE - WELFARE -'WARRANTS, emergency-WARRANTS-GRANT-IN-AID, when county entitled
to-TRANSFERS-COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Held: 1. The county commissioners may lawfully declare emergencies
under the provisions of Section 4613.6, Revised Codes of Montana, 1935, and issue emergency warrants for relief purposes
without submitting the question to a vote of the electors.
z. The State Board of Public Welfare may' transfer any funds
not needed for the purposes of (a) old age assistance, (b) aid
to needy dependent children, (c) aid to needy blind, or (d) child
welfare services, to (f) general relief.
3. When the income of the poor fund from a six mill levy, and
all other sources, is insufficient for expenditures of the poor .
fund for any fiscal year and when the county has issued anticipatory warrants as authorized by law and has issued emergency warrants as authorized by Section 4613.6, Revised Codes
of Montana, 1935, in an amount which may reasonably be anticipated can be paid from the anticipated revenue for the poor
fund for the succeeding fiscal year and leave sufficient for

